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™. — W) Switzerland had offered to help produce Palestinian 

- sump* pawned* Palestine Liberation Organisation 

1 (FLOyravoy to the United Nations in Geneva said Monday. During 
u official v«tio Switaartaiid in January, PLO Chairman Yasser 
Artf** *ske^ “* minting a future 

PalectlniBn currency. Nabil Ramlawi told Reuters. “Swas officials 
jgjbnned ns of the readiness of Switzerland to provide expertise and 
technical help in the fields of currency minting, stamps, Palestinian 
paspom and idem «nb « help in the phase of setting up a 
Patadpan state Mr. Ramlawi said. The PLO also sought Swiss aid 
in setting, up a future Palestinian monetary authority and training 
experts, PLO officials m Amunfaid. Israel and the PLO have been 

tS ^li C0 ^, to , dU,ta8 . a five -y car Period of Palestinian 
jdf-rute before a final letdcmciu s reached. Switzerland has pledged 
60 tnSfUpn Swtss frmKs (Ml million) of aid during five years of 
Palestinian self-rule, Mr. Ramlawi said. 
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Egyptian axtramists renew threat 

CAIRO (AP) — Extremists am Monday renewed their threat against 
foreigners and dstmed n e yri biBty for die shooting death of a 
high-ranking police officer in southern Egypt. The A! Gamaa AI 
bbmiya said it killed Brigadier Omar Mustafa in Assiut on Sunday to 
avenge a police raid Feb. 1 on the outskirts of Cairo in which seven 
su sp ect e d radicals were killed. The group again urged tourists and 
foreign invest on to leave. laying this was their “last ultimatum." 
Unlike the earlier threat, the aew warning made dear it was not only 
talking about robots from the West but “Arabs or a ay other 
nationality." The statements came in faxes to a Western news agency 
in Cairo. There was no way to authenticate them. No attack on 
forcigBcn has been reported since the threat Feb. 2 urged tourists and 
foreign investors to leave or risk getting caught in rising violence. 
While the warnings to foreigners were similar to those issued by 
Algerian radicals, the violence in Egypt has been far less intense. At 
least 27 foreigneis have been killed in direct attacks in Algeria. 
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?Egypt formally 
,0 ^annuls ACC accord 
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}qURO(AP) — Egypt's parifa- 
. on Monday formally cant- 

ed hav e srJL participation fa the Arab 
01 l he p-j^rcoopffalion Council (ACC), 
!I ? ett had i,? *';wMch has been dormant since 
toehip J^Afhe 1990-91 Gulf crisis. The 
4 for su^^ljtate-nm Middle East News 
,m Pson bem j 'Agency quoted Foreign Mints- 
P°nges. n" Anar Musa as teffing the 
le stapling * ^-fcgWatora: “We must pat an 
was 3 to deceiving and c on c lu d e 

nding rieri n ^ tte dead » Med 
ration nyJ^Tbe accord was signed in 
ink to do rh ^ fdbrwj *wd«ra of 

“fa mi. »— «* Jordan and Ye- 


mpson sa^' Jk-EgypL inwj, 

°mev sain i-®* 0 * 14 aBtA for Prenwifag 

jeal the j, .Jp ^.economic Integration and a 


mpe Middle East market, 
'■* expand : Coop«ndion ceased » however, 

a!en 'con Kmnit ,n 

an ifjr/o2 ecR ' Jordan, Panama set 
rt rheft squ^-up fornfal ties 

stolCT^i-AllMAN (Petra) — Jordan 
•us by coiimu md Panama Monday. 
Il£s . announced the establishment 


worshine .announced me esiaonsnmem 
s. There of d ‘pJomatic relations be- 

ues onlv * wetn d,em with immed, " aIC 
ar - lhe ; ** effect. The announcement was 

. hiMjrtn .u a ®ade in Amman and Panama 
»ved s?, huidu City amultaneonsly. The two 
»r RT ’’ countries will exchange ambas- 

“I f ^ sadois in a date to be set later. 
*• m CC j * k The statement was signed on 
; rii J oaT ^ behalf of the Jordanian gov- 
r ^ emment in New York by Jor- 
gilded cast? dan’s Permanent Representa- 
Oineuo. or liokt Wat the U.N. Adnan Abu 
every year. & Odeh and his Panamanian 
£ of people \k foonteipart Carlos Arosmina. 
e chapel in iheR> 

Church of & t Unit off to Croatia 

•eh to view the^ 

statue, carvedfr AMMAN (Petra) — The last 
« in the Gve bald) of the third battalion of 
lane m Jenr tbe Jordanian peace keeping 
◦ the Bambiffik forces Monday left Amman for 
5 case. The it- Croatia. The batch was seen 
metre ) medi«; off by Chairman of the Joint 
rially dear Chfcft of Staff General Abdul, 
who bring fe, Hafez Mirai and senior army 
the statue fori*, off*** 15 - 

ln«J e R*k' Egypt reportedly 

"an msuii toilet deports Libyan 

. CAIRO (AP) — Egypt has 
murders deported a Libyan arizen in 
iparentso* connection with the disappear- 
J. . ance of a foe of the Libyan 
3ISpUl6 i^ime almost two months ago, 

NCHO NM (Rh * Ub y®n disadent said Mon- 
jld New Mew *7- Mansour Kikhia, 62, a 
of his fnewt- fcnner **9™ forct Sn muus- 
ld after confafi £• from his hotel 

.bins deaths 0 P«- 10 dnirag a viut to Cairo, 
year-old grand)®. “5? ^ 

ute over beer.^ 


Inman rights advocates be- 
lieves be was kidnapped by 
Ubyan agents. Mohammad 
Gibril, spokesman for the 
Natioiml Front for the Salva- 
tion of Libya, said Yusef Saleh 
was deported last week 
mse of the Kikhia case. He 
iso quoted contacts in Tripoli 
fa saying Mr. Kikhia was being 
fceld in the eastern Libyan re- 
gion of Sirte. 

Germany to ban 
Algerian activist 

BONN (AFP) — The head of 
later . police the exiled leadership of Alger- 
had tevn Islamic Salvation Front 

said. Jnd £ TlS), Rabah Kebir, is to be* 
» murders fanned from all political activ- 
Hy in Germany, the German 
foreign ministry announced 
Monday. The ban was being 
s °oght by the interior ministry 
of u fhe regional state of North 
where Mr. 


irday. Ed and® 
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$ l^bir.who has requested poli- 
eg«® cl fa^um is resident, the 


;ago 

n 
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Wmstry statement said. , 
‘.‘Kcbir has made public state- 
Joils .iii Germany upon poli- , 
oral questions in Algeria in a 
■fanner which is contrary to 
interests of the German 


Republic and endan- 
in i i : gns its interests," the foreign 

5l ' n - ‘ pntistry statement said (see 

; scent 1 sh'^J hied ^ Zry Wge 2). 


re- 


* talks 

NICOSIA (R) — U.N. Secret- 


:neJ 

chfdre" 's ' Ghali calls Cyprus 

, a a drut > * — 
ihock > 

dov . e ary-Generai Boucros Ghali has 
; s ‘ nce - h mji ^ toe leaders of the Greek 
ing *Z\^*'* and Turkish Cypriot comm uni- 
ter- Ch* Vyii p ties in divided Cyprus to begin 
tided ^ 2 $ '■ ttlks in mid-February on a 
disc®* 0 . package of confidence building 

f3 j measures. “It is important that 

3r truth toe modalities be worked out 
’many ^ ®itoin two months at the most 
e pin** u,1 j t|i£ ' so that the confidence-budding 
■ t itsetf an %*- effect of tlus effort can be 
ire t£> P . in if thieved,” he said in a letter to 
rtimonp 13 **. jb' Cyprus President Glafcos Qer- 
inciJ^L h ides released on Monday. He 
a P 1 * 6 °o precise date for the 

t this cOU|f V ft talks in Nicosia- 

A1 
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West inches towards 
air strikes on Serbs 


Combined agency dispatches 

BRUSSELS — European Un- 
ion (EU) foreign ministers 
Monday called for the lifting of 
the Serb siege of Sarajevo by 
“all the means necessary, in- 
cluding the use of airpower.” 

A joint statement issued by 
the 12 ministers said it would 
be up to the North Atlantic 
Council in concert with the 
U.N. secretary general to bring 
this about. 

The EU. which expressed its 
“revulsion” at the shelling of 
civilians in the Bosnian capital, 
also said it supported efforts to 
place the town under U.N. 
protection. 

“The aim should be to bring 
about the immediate lifting of 
the siege of Sarajevo, using all 
the means necessary including 
the use of air power,” said the 
statement. 

“The measures taken would 
be the first step in the imple- 
mentation of the action plan of 
the European Union. 

“The Council of the Euro- 
pean Union reiterates its sup- 
port for the efforts of the co- 
chairmen (Lord Owen and 
Thorvald Stoltenberg) to place 
the administration of Sarajevo 
under the authority of the Un- 
ited Nations.” 

In Brussels, a source close to 
the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organisation (NATO) said 
NATO ambassadors wifi con- 
sider the situation in Sarajevo 
at their regular weekly meeting 
Wednesday, rather than call a 
special session. 

In Washington, President 
BiU Clinton's rational security 
advisers met Monday to con- 


sider what action to take in 
response to the weekend shell- 
ing that killed 68 people in 
Sarajevo. 

Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher also made a series 
of telephone calls to five fore- 
ign ministers, including those 
of France. Britain and Canada, 
three countries with large 
peacekeeping contingents in 
the Balkans. 

Mr. Christopher talked with 
Douglas Hurd of Britian, 
Alain Juppe of France and 
Andre Quelette of Canada. 

U.S. national security advis- 
ers meanwhile met while Mr. 
Clinton was in Houston, 
Texas. 

Mr. Clinton has repeatedly 
warned that no actions would 
be ruled out, including air 
strikes, against Serb military 
positions if Bosnian Serbs con- 
tinued to blockade Sarajevo 
and to shell the city. 

Bosnian Serbs have agreed 
to negotiate a peace deal for 
Sarajevo separate from an 
overall settlement for Bosnia's 
22 -month -old civil war. peace 
envoy Lord Owen said against 
the backdrop of international 
outrage and calls for airstrikes 
against Bosnian Serbs besieg- 
ing the capital. 

The besieging Serb forces 
are being widely blamed inter- 
nationally for the attack but 
they deny they fired the mortar 
bomb. The United Nations 
said it was not certain who 
fired, but added it had no 
evidence to support Serb 
allegations the Muslims shelled 
themselves to provoke interna- 
tional military intervention. 

In Moscow, Russian govern- 


ment officials and parliamen- 
tary leaders expressed strong 
reservations over proposals for 
air strikes on Serbian positions 
in Bosnia. One centrist leader. 
Nationalities Minister Sergei 
Shakhrai, said any escalation 
of the conflict could trigger a 
world war. 

Saturday's atrocity in 
Sarajevo prompted a number 
of moves to focus on ways to 
bring peace to the dty as Bos- 
nia's ethnic rivals remained 
deadlocked on the overall 
peace process. 

After talks during the night 
with Bosnian Serb leader 
Radovan Karadzic in the bor- 
der town of Zvornik, peace 
envoy Owen, a Briton, told 
reporters: “It was an agree- 
ment to negotiate a U.N. 
administration and demilitar- 
isation of Sarajevo separate 
from an overall peace settle- 
ment. They (the Bosnian 
Serbs), like us, would prefer a 
comprehensive peace settle- 
ment. That appears at the mo- 
ment to be blocked." 

■ Muslim insistence that be- 
sieging Serbs pull back their 
heavy weapons from the 
mountains overlooking 
Sarajevo scuppered a U.N. 
attempt to broker a ceasefire 
on Sunday. 

Lord Owen said on Monday 
the next round of Bosnia peace 
talks in Geneva set for Thurs- 
day would discuss “confidence- 
building measures — hotlines, 
the exchange of personnel at 
headquarters — dealing with 
Sarajevo,” he added: “Let's 
deal with one thing at a time, 
and get Sarajevo settled.” 


Arafat and Peres seek to 
clinch deal in Cairo talks 


CAIRO (Agencies) — Palesti- 
nian leader Yasser Arafat and 
Israeli Foreign Minister Shi- 
mon Peres arrived here Mon- 
day for talks aimed at clinching 
a final deal to launch Palesti- 
nian self-rule. 

Mr. Arafat first beaded for a 
meeting with Egyptian Presi- 
dent Hosni Mubarak at the 
presidential palace in the 
northern Cairo district of 
Heliopolis. 

He flew in from Tunis with 
Yasser Abed Rabbo, a mem- 
ber of the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) Executive 
Committee, and Ahmad 
Qourica, director of the PLO’s 
economic department. 

Mr. Peres arrived in the 
Egyptian capital later Monday, 
but an Israeli foreign ministry 
spokesman said a meeting with 
Mr.Arafat had not yet been 
arranged. • 


“We still do not have a 
programme, of meetings for 
Mr. Peres,” he said. 

Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin, Mr. Peres and senior 
army officials on Monday re- 
viewed the details to be ham- 
mered out in Cairo by the two 
delegations, officials said. 

PLO officials in Cairo said 
Mr. Peres and Mr. Arafat 
would meet on Monday even- 
ing, but a source m Tunis said 
the meeting could take place 
on Tuesday. 

Mr. Peres said as be left 
Israel with his staff that he was 
bringing firm positions and 
“tremendous" goodwill to the 
meeting. 

“We haven't changed any of 
our positions. We are going 
with a tremendous amount of 
goodwill and we are not going 
to haggle.” “Peres told repor- 
ters at Ben-Gurion airport. 


Environmental Minister 
Yossi Sand, accompanying 
Mr. Peres, said: “There will be 
flexibility on both sides. Both 
have to come with new ideas, 
otherwise there is no use." 

Mr. Peres and Mr. Arafat 
held talks in Davos, Switzer- 
land, last week on the delay of 
an Israeli troop withdrawal 
from the Gaza Strip and West 
Bank town of Jeridio. 

The two planned to meet 
again in Cairo on Sunday or 
Monday but the PLO said on 
Sunday the Cairo meeting was 
off unless Mr. Peres was autho- 
rised to reach a final accord on 
security issues stalling the pull- 
out. 

On Monday, the PLO 
ambassador in Cairo said Mr. 
Arafat was coming to Cairo on 
Monday evening to hold talks 

(Continued on page 5) 


4 Israeli soldiers killed, 3 
wounded in S. Lebanon 


MARJAYOUN (Agencies) — 
Guerrillas lolled four Israeli 
soldiers and wounded three in 
an ambush Monday in South 
Lebanon that drew retaliatory 
air and artillery strikes, secur- 
ity sources said. 

A flareup in the south, the 
only active Arab-Israeli war- 
front, has been anticipated be- 
cause the anniversaries of the 
assassinations of Shiite Muslim' 
guerrilla leaders fall in Febru- 
ary. , fl 

Security sources, speaking 
on condition of anonymity, 
said Israeli fighter-bombers 
carried out three raids in 2 { h 
hours against guerrillas in the 
Iqlim Al Tuffah region north 
Of Israel’s self-styled "security 
zone" shortly after the 
ambush. 

There was no immediate 
word on casualties among the 
guerrillas. Nor was there com- 
ment from Israel on the 
ambush. 

But the Israeli military com- 
mand said in a statement that 
its jets attacked “Hizbollah 


targets” and scored “accurate 
hits.” 

In the first strike at 1:30 
‘p.m. (1130 GMT), four jets 
fired at least 10 rockets into the 
Loweizeh bluffs, a stronghold 
of the Iranian-backed Hizbol- 
lah. the security sources and 
witnesses said. 

They said the area was 
shrouded in dust and smoke 
from the first airstrike when a 
second wave of four jets 
attacked guerrilla positions in 
the Mlita bluffs. They returned 
later to bombard nearby Jabal 
Safi. 

From the market town of 
Nabatiyeh. squeezed between 
Israeli-held territory and Iqlim 
Al Tuffah, reporters could see 
guerrillas firing anti-aircraft 
weapons against the Israeli 
jets. But no hits were 
observed. 

A woman and her four chil- 
dren were wounded when 
guerrillas rained Katyusha 
rockets on Marjayoun, head- 
quarters for the Israeli army, 
and elsewhere in Israel's self- 


declared "security zone." 

The flare-up began when 
Hizbollah ambushed an Israeli 
army patrol with anti-tank 
rockets and automatic 
weapons on a road inside the 
zone, killing four soldiers, 
according to security sources. 

The dead were the Israeli 
army's first fatalities of the 
year in Lebanon and its biggest 
loss since eight soldiers were 
killed by Hizbollah last Au- 
gust. 

A spokesman for the Islamic 
Resistance, Hizboilah’s army 
wing, told AFP in Beirut that 
its guerrillas destroyed an 
Israeli Merkava tank, killing or 
wounding an unspecified num- 
ber of Israeli soldiers. 

Israeli helicopters later flew 
over the area, apparently to 
pick up the casualties. 

The sources said three 
Israelis were killed instantly 
and four were wounded. One 
of the wounded died later. 

The Israeli fatalities were 

(Continued on page 5) 
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An IsradU sapper follows an 
explosive-clearing robot, 
searching for a bomb near 
an Israeli army wa t c h p ost 
fa Jabalya refugee camp in 
the Gaza Strip. Israeli- 
Palestinian confrontations 
left two Palestinians dead 
and six injured since Satur- 
day. Palestinian leader Yas- 
ser Arafat and Israeli Fore- 
ign Minister Shimon Peres 
were in Cairo on Monday in 
a bid to work out a final 
H»ni to Palestinian 

sdf-rnle fa the Gaza Strip 
and the West Bank town of 
Jericho (sec story below) 
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‘Abu Nidal behind 
Maaytah murder’ 


By Nermeen Murad 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordanian di- 
plomat Nayeb Maaytah was 
gunned down by followers of 
tiie Abu Nidal group, the 
most radical Palestinian fac- 
tion, investigations by the 
Lebanese government have 
concluded, diplomatic 
sources said Monday. 

Agency reports from 
Beirut, quoting security 
sources, said that the 
Lebanese police bad arrested 
a Palestinian who confessed - 
that he killed Mr. Maaytah 10 
days ago. The report from 
Beirut said that the suspect 
belonged to a “Palestinian 
guerrilla faction,” but did not 
name the group. 

Diplomatic sources in Am- 
man confirmed that there 
were two arrests made in 
connection with the case in 
Lebanon and that the sus- 
pects were members of the 
Abu Nidal group. 

Jordanian officials con- 


tacted by the Jordan Times 
said the Kingdom had not 
received an official notifica- 
tion from the Lebanese gov- 
ernment. 

One source close to the 
case, however, said that Jor- 
dan had “received indications 
from the Lebanese govern- 
ment that implicated the Abu 
Nidal group.” 

Reuters news agency, m a 
report from Beirut, quoted a 
judicial source as saying that 
two Palestinians were 
arrested on Saturday in con- 
nection with the case. 

The judicial source did not 
confirm that a suspect had 
confessed, but said that “in- 
vestigations had reached an 
advanced stage since the 
arrests,” Reuters said. 

Asked to confirm the re- 
port, another senior Jorda- 
nian official, said he believed 
the report was “accurate.” 
He refused to elaborate. 

A gunman shot dead Mr. 

(Continued on page 5) 


Aden and Sanaa exchange 
charges over plane seizure 


SANAA (R) — North and 
South Yemen were locked on 
Monday in a dispute over-who 
controls the unified state’s airs- 
pace after an Aden-bound car- 
go plane was se iz e d in the 
north in an incident described 
by the south as air piracy. 

Diplomats said the inadent 
underlined persistent tensions 
between formerly Marxist 
South Yemen and the con- 
servative North Yemen that 
have threatened a 1990 merger 
between them, despite an 
agreement by the two to settle 
their differences by Thursday. 

A British-owned Boeing 707 
headed from London to Aden 
was seized on Sunday at an 
airport in the former North 
Yemen, Sanaa said it was car- 
rying a large quantity of batter- 
ies for miUtaiy equipment and 
communications sets and had 
entered the country illegally. 

But Andy King, director of 
the British company Ana Avia- 
tion, said Sunday his com- 
pany’s plane was carrying torch 
batteries and other commercial 
supplies including phar- 
maceuticals and was the victim 
of “an act of air piracy." 

An Aden airport official said 
on Sunday night the plane was 
“intercepted in Hodeida airs- 
pace and forced to land at 


Hodeida airport although it 
was in an authorised normal 
flight.” 

He described the intercep- 
tion as “an act of piracy," and 
said Aden airport has been 
“responsible for aviation and 
flight movement in the Yemen 
flight zone,” since the 1990 
merger of the north and south. 

The Civil Aviation Author- 
ity in Sanaa challenged his 
statement, saying it was the 
only centre responsible for 
issuing air cargo permission. 

Mr. King and the Aden air- 
port official said the plane was 
chartered by the southern air- 
line AJyemda. Aviation au- 
thorities in Sanaa and Hodeida 
airports were informed in adv- 
ance the plane was authorised 
to land at Aden airport and 
that it was carrying batteries 
and communications sets, the 
officials said. 

“Despite the prior notifica- 
tion, the command of the air- 
force and air defence in Sanaa 
forced the plane to land at 
Hodeida airport, stormed it, 
detained its crew and confis- 
cated its shipment," the Aden 
airport official said. 

"Responsible authorities in 
the Civil Aviation Authority 

(Continued on page 5) 


. Nidal Hamad, FAC, 


American Board of Interna! Medicine 
American Board of Cardiology 
Former cardiologist at Texas Heart 
Institute In Houston 

/ Announces the opening of his 
cardiology clinic in Amman 

5th Circle, near Arab Centre 
for Heart and Surgery 
Phone 862202 


Cabinet to endorse 
sales tax draft law 


By P.V. Vivekammd 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Council of 
Ministers is today expected to 
endorse a controversial draft 
law introducing sales tax and 
send it to Parliament after its 
final version was approved by 
the Economic Consultative 
Council ([ECC), official 
sources said Monday. 

Finance Minister Sami 
Gammoh, in a statement car- 
ried by the Jordan News 
Agency. Petra, said the com- 
mittee, which had been 
studying the viewpoints of 
the private sector on die tax, 
endorsed the draft law during 
a meeting Monday. 

Other officials said the 
government wanted to send 
the draft to Parliament as 
soon as possible so that the 
tax could go into effect as of 
March 1, die extended dead- 
line for the introduction of 
the levy as stipulated in Jor- 
dan’s economic restructuring 
programme agreed with the 
International Monetary Fund 
(IMF). 

The draft is expected to be 
sent to the legislature as an 
emergency law that would 
take pre c e de n ce in the law- 
makers’ debate because of 
the pressing need to intro- 
duce the tax. 

Fierce opposition is ex- 
pected from many deputies in 
Parliament who reject the 
IMF programme as a whole 
as well as those who have 
been lobbied by the business 
community. 

However, there cannot be 
any escape from die tax since - 


any further delay in introduc- 
ing it could seriously hamper 
the Kingdom’s efforts to res- 
chedule its foreign debts. 

An IMF certification that 
Jordan is implementing an 
economic restructuring prog- 
ramme and is abiding by the 
programme's provisions is 
essential before creditors 
agree to open rescheduling 
talks. 

Participating in the discus- 
sions that led the finalisation 
of the draft law were repre- 
sentatives of the various in- 
terest groups such as the 
chambers of industries and 
commerce as well as the 
banking sector. 

Mr. Gammoh said the sales 
tax law was part of a compre- 
hensive plan to revamp the 
taxation structure in Jordan 
and that the government 
would be introducing the 
plan later this year. 

He described the draft as 
progressive, pointing out that 
existing legislation allowed 
up to 60 per cent levy while 
the new piece of legislation 
had brought it down to 20 per 
cent and streamlined the 
ambiguities in the previous 
law. 

According to government 
sources, the Council of 
Ministers felt that the main 
problem that hampered the 
introduction of the law was 
adverse comments by eco- 
nomists and businessmen 
judging it before studying it 
closely. 

“No one actually studied it 
well and compared it with the 

(Continued on page 5) 


ANZ Grindlays Bank 

Chief executive ANZ Bank 
reaffirms commitment to Jordan 

AMMAN — Don Mercer, 
the chief executive of Austra- 
lia and New Zealand Banking 
Group arrives in Amman to- 
day. Feb. 8 . 1994, for a four- 
day visit to Jordan as part of a 
tour of the bank’s operations 
in the Middle East. 

The group’s commercial ■ 
banking presence in Jordan 
and the rest of the Middle 
East, operated through ANZ 
Grindlays Bank is well estab- 
lished and contributes strong- 
ly to the bank's financial per- 
formance. Mr. Mercer’s visit 
demonstrates ANZ’s com- 
mitment to the market. 

David Smith, regional 
general manager. Middle 
East said: “ANZ Grindlays 
has an excellent knowledge 
of the local business market 
and has been established in 
Jordan for nearly 70 years 
through its 14 branch net- 
work. Mr. Mercer's meetings 
will give him the opportunity 
to learn more about the eco- 
nomic development of the 
country and our Middle East 
operations. He will also meet 
with senior government offi- 
cials and members of the 
bank's staff.” 

Australia and New -Zea- 
land Banking Group is one of 



Don Mercer 


Australia ‘s' leading banks and 
features among the world's 
top 100 banks. It has a strong 
international representation 
with over 2,100 points of 
representation in over 40 
countries. Total assets exceed 
Australian dollars (AUD) 99 
billion and operating profits 
for the year to Sept. 30, 1993, 
exceeded AUD 450 million. 

Mr. Mercer’s programme 
will include a reception to be 
hosted by ANZ Grindlays 
General Manager for Jordan 
Adnan Sallakh and Mrs. Sal- 
lakh. 



Middle East News 


Support for peace 
wanes as unrest mounts 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AP) — Palestinians were jubi- 
lant at the prospect of better 
lives when the peace process 
was announced. Not quite five 
months later, they're again ea- 
ger to attack Israeli targets and 
challenge Palestine Liberation 
Organisation "(PLO) leader 

"Yasser Arafat. 

The bitter mood in the 
Israeli-occupied territories 
turned blacker Sunday when 
bickering between Israeli 
politicians and top generals 
threatened further delays in 
achieving Palestinian auton- 
omy. 

; “Peace is not a theory, it's 
something that ordinary peo- 
ple need to touch." said Raji 
Sou rani, a lawyer who heads 
the Gaza Centre for Rights and 
Law. 

| There have been some 
changes since the accord be- 
tween Israel and the PLO was 
signed in Washington on Sept. 
13. 

' Palestinians could openly 
raise their flag, an act that used 
to draw Israeli gunfire. Over 
700 Palestinians have been re- 
leased from Israeli jails and a 
few streets sealed with barrels 
to prevent stone-throwing have 
been opened. 

But under the original plan. - 
the Israeli army was a start 


withdrawing from the Gaza 
Strip and the West Bank area 
around Jericho on Dec. 13 and 
finish withdrawing by April 13. 
Palestinians were to police the 
streets and civilian authorities 
were to assume responsibility 
for taxation, housing and utili- 
ties. 

There are no deadlines now. 

Instead, the process is in 
Israel hands. And Israeli offi- 
cials have noticed a sharp shift 
in Palestinian attitudes. 

“The Palestinian population 
woke up,” an officer responsi- 
ble for undercover operations 
told the weekly A1 Hamish- 
mar. He could not be identi- 
fied due to army regulations. 

“They thought they would 
experience a new reality. They 
know this is not true- So they 
are resuming the intifada." he 
added. 

The numbers tell why. Since 
the agreement was signed, 62 
Palestinians have died in 
clashes with Israelis, including 
six children under the age of 
16. In the same period 20 
Israeli soldiers and civilians 
have been killed. 

Thousands of Palestinians 
remain behind bars, some for 
acts like raising the flag that 
are no longer illegal. Arrests 
continue. Over 50,000 Arabs 
lost jobs in Israel as a security 


measure to try to minimise 
attacks, and more work per- 
mits are being confiscated at 
random. 

Israel subjects entire neigh- 
bourhoods to power cuts if 
some residents don't pay bills. 
Land confiscations have risen 
sharply, and house demolitions 
or disruptive searches con- 
tinue. 

Israeli officials have said that 
the number of Israeli troops in 
the occupied lands is at one of 
its highest levels ever. The 
Israeli human rights group Bet- 
selem has noted a marked rise 
in the use of undercover opera- 
tives. 

Israeli officials said such ac- 
tions are necessary to fight the 
small cells of peace opponents 
still organising attacks. 

“Alongside the preparations 
that an agreement will be 
signed... the pursuit of all per- 
petrators of terror will con- 
tinue,” Ehud Barak, the chief- 
of-staff. said after a PLO 
underground figure was killed 
by an undercover squad last 
week. 

Gaza called a three-day 
strike to protest the killing. 
Support for the peace process 
is especially weak among 
Gaza's 800,000 residents, who 
are crowded into shantytowns. 

Gazans expected Israel to 




WAY OF LIFE: Palestinian boys throw stones at 
Israeli soldiers guarding a watch post in the 


JabaHya refugee camp in the occupied Gaza 
Strip (AFP photo) 


act differently and the PLO to 
exert pressure to stop the worst 
effects of the occupation. 
Neither happened. 

“They are sick and tired of 
occupation, and that is what I 
call explosive material.” said 
Mr. Sou rani. 

A look in figures at what's 
behind Palestinian discontent 
since the PLO-Israel peace 
treaty was signed Sept. 13. 
1993 (the first figure comes 
from Palestinian sources, the 
second from Israeli sources) 
N.A. means not available: 

Total Palestinians killed: 62; 


Palestinians killed in Gaza: 
41; 23 

Palestinian children (under 
16) killed: 6; n.a. 

Palestinians injured: 616; 
201 

Houses demolished in occu- 
pied lands: 63; 2 ; 

Land confiscated from 
Palestinians: 13,346 acres (or 
5,400 hectares); n.a. 
Palestinians in jail: 14,000; 
7,591 

Israelis killed: 20: 20 
Israeli soldiers injured: n.a.; 


Israeli civilians injured: n.a.; 
42 

Sources: 

Palestinian figures: The 
Gaza Centre for Rights and 
Law, the Palestinian Human 
Rights Information Centre, 
and Betselem, the Israeli hu- 
man rights organisation. 

Israeli figures: The Israeli 
military spokesman’s office, 
the Israeli prison authority. 
Prisoner figures include 4.091 
Palestinians held by army and 
3,500 held by prison authority. 
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ALGIERS (AP) — The Hflton 
Hotel dosed Sunday for an 
indefinite period, the latest vic- 
tim of a violent campaign 
against foreigners by Islamic 
fighters. 

The group that threatened 
expatriates claimed it killed 70 
members of a rival armed 
movement. 

The Hflton, which opened in 
August, dosed its doors at 
noon, six days after a French 
cam eraman was shot to death 
in the Cash ah and his Austra- 
lian colleague seriously wound- 
ed. 

Twenty-seven foreigners 
have been killed since late 
September, most of them after 
a Nov. 30 deadline for fore- 
igners to leave set by the 
Armed Islamic Group, the 
most radical of the fighting 
movements trying to topple the 
military-backed government. 

A statement signed by the 
Armed Islamic Group, re- 
ceived Sunday by the French 


news agency Agence France- 
Presse, said it tailed 70 mem- 
bers of the Armed Islamic 
Movement, considered an 
umbrella group for numerous 
fighting cells. 

The statement, dated Feb. 5, 
could not be authenticated. It 
gave no date for the “execu- 
tions,” which followed a “ver- 
dict of the sharia.’’ It was faxed 
to the news agency and signed 
from “the state of the Islamic 
caliphate in Algeria." 

There was no mention in 
official statements from Alge- 
rian authorities to signal the 
killings. Security forces said 
Sunday that they had killed 13 
rebels from Tuesday to Thurs- 
day in scattered parts of the 
country. 

The Armed Islamic Group 
claimed responsibility for the 
kidnapping of three French 
consular employees in October 
and some other kflfings. 

Thousands of foreigners 
have fled since the Nov. 30 


deadline. Western embassies 
have reduced their staff and 
taken special precautions. Hie 
Danish embassy said last week 
it was transferring its functions 
to Tunisia. 

Hie Armed Islamic Group 
statement, were it authentic, 
would signal that divisions 
within the armed movement 
are at the point of no return. It 
would render even more diffi- 
cult efforts by Algerian author- 
ities to end two years of vio- 
lence through dialogue with 
Muslim fundamentalists. 

Some 3,000 people have 
been killed since the army can- 
celled January 1992 parliamen- 
tary elections to thwart a vic- 
tory by the Islamic Salvation 
Front. 

Officials have said that 
“positive contacts” with Isla- 
mic Salvation Front repre- 
sentatives are underway. 

The Aimed Islamic Group 
has in the past warned against 


dialogue, threatening “the 
worst of deaths" to anyone 
seeking reconciliation. 

The movement is considered 
dose to the Islamic Salvation 
Front, which has said it is 
opposed to targeting fore- 
igners. 

The statement castigated the 
chief of the Armed Islamic 
Movement, Said Mekhloufi, a 
lieutenant who deserted from 
the Algerian army, as a 
“traitor” and “agent of the 
government.” It said Mr. 
Mekhloufi’s group was trying 
to bring down the Aimed Isla- 
mic Group in a “plot that 
coincides with maneonvres 
around what is being called 
dialogue, which we have 
warned against and which has 
become a concrete reality." 

Islamic Salvation Front offi- 
cials in exile have in the past 
dismissed as not serious in- 
fighting among the armed 
groups while admitting differ- 
ences exist. 


Killing of witness raises fear among Egyptians 


ARAB AL HASWA, Egypt 
(AP) — The elegantly framed 
photograph on Sayed Yehia’s 
wall showed him shaking bands 
with Egypt’s top law enforce- 
ment official. The happy scene 
may have cost the 47-year-old 
qutomobile dealer his fife. 

, The picture of Mr. Yehia 
was splashed across newspaper 
front pages after he captured a 
sjuspect in the attempted mur- 
der of Prime Minister Atef 
Sedki. On Friday, Mr. Yehia 
was shot to death before be 
Could testify at the man’s trial. 

’ The slaying raised questions 
about the government’s pro- 
tection of witnesses and will 
increase fears among Egyp- 
tians already hesitant to get 
involved in the battle between 
the government and Islamic 
radicals. 

, "We are the ones who stood 
up to terrorism and we are hit 
by it now,” said Mohammad, 
Mir. Yehia’s younger brother. 
“Our brother Kama! helped m 
tjie arrest, and now we are 
wondering who is next.” 
i Sayed Y&hia was to testify 


Saturday in the trial of Salafa 
Suleiman and 14 other sus- 
pected militants for the 
November car bombing aimed 
at Dr. Sedki. Instead be was 
buried in this village 40 
kilometres' north of Cairo. . 

On Friday night, three sus- 
pected militants sprayed Mr. 
Yehia’s auto showroom with 
automatic rifle fire, killing him 
along with a customer, an em- 
ployee and a private guard. A 
policeman friend visiting Mr. 
Yehia was shot in the leg. 

After Mr. Yehia’s funeral 
Saturday, friends and family 
complained the government 
failed to protect him. The In- 
terior Ministry did not issue 
Mr. Yehia a promised sub- 
machine gun until almost two 
weeks after the arrest and 
guards sent to protect him dis- 
appeared after 24 hours, family 
members said. 

Magda, Mr. Yehia’s sister, 
picked up the slain man’s one- 
year-old son and wailed: “This 
is his baby. The government 
could not protect the father. 
After he was killed all the 


police came and the armoured 
cars, but it was too late.” 

No Interior Ministry spokes- 
man was available for com- 
ment. The daily A1 ■ Gomhuriya 
quoted one official as saying 
undercover guards had been 
protecting Mr. Yehia. But be 
added complete protection was 
impossible and complained 
that Mr. Yehia endangered 
himself by keeping bis car 
agency open too late. 

Mr. Yehia, a father of four, 
got involved in the case when 
he sold the auto later used in 
the car-bombing. Prime Minis- 
ter Sedki escaped injury but an 
11-year-old girl bystander was 
killed. 

Mr. Yehia tried to arrest the 
car’s buyer, identified as Sulei- 
man, when be came back to 
haggle about money still owed. 
The man fled, but Mr. Yehia 
caught him after an 18- 
kflometre chase in a car. 

Mr. Yehia was given a 
40,000 Egyptian pound 
($11,000) reward, had his pic- 
ture taken with Interior Minis- 
ter Hassan A1 Alii, and was 


told he would eet protection. 

His heroism got much public- 
ity as part of the government’s 
campaign to convince the pub- 
lic to inform on extremists. 
Gen. Alfi praised Yehia and 
his brother, telling the AI 
Akhbar newspaper .“If every- 
one bravely resisted as they 
have done, it would be the end 
of terrorism." 

Nearly 300 people have been 
killed in the militants' cam- 
paign to displace the secular 
government with Islamic rule. 
But many Egyptians fear the 
militants or see themselves as 
outsiders in a battle between 
the extremists and the govern- 
ment. 

A cousin, Amir, said people 
would now be. even more 
afraid to give information to 
police. Soldiers sent to guard 
Mr. Yehia’s showroom after 
the slaying nodded in agree- 
ment. 

"Nobody will dare open 
their mouths,” the brother 
Mohammad said. “Maybe I 
and my family will leave the 
village.” 


TEHRAN (Agencies) — Ira- 
nian authorities have arrested 
more than 20 people in last 
week’s alleged assassination 
attempt against President 
Hashemi Rafsanjani. a news-, 
paper reported Monday. 

Iran’s information minister, 
Ali Fallahian, accused 
Kourosh Nik Akhtar and his 
alleged accomplices of being 
part of “a clandestine terrorist 
group,” according to the news- 
paper, Hamshahri. 

Mr. Fallahian did not iden- 
tify the group. Mr. Rafsanjani 
on Friday suggested the United 
States and the West were be- 
hind the shooting. 

Authorities have accused 
Mr. Akhtar of firing several 
shots last Tuesday as Mr. Raf- 
sanjani addressed a crowd 'at 
the shrine of the late Ayatollah 
Ruhollah Khomeini outside 
Tehran to mark the 15th 
anniversary of the Islamic re- 
volution. 

Mr. Fallahian claimed mem- 
bers of Mr. Akhtar's group 
met to discuss their plans on 
the night prior to the assassina- 
tion attempt, Hamshahri said. 

Some Iranians doubt the- 
official version of the shooting, 
claiming it was stage-managed 
to boost Mr. Rafsanjani’s im- 
age at a time when his govern- 
ment is mired in crisis. 

Mr. Rafsanjani has come in 
for worsening criticism in re- 
cent months for his failure to 
revive Iran’s moribund eco- 
nomy and improve the living 
conditions of the country's 60 
million people, most of whom 
live below the poverty line. 

With oil prices at a five-year 
low and Iran's foreign debts 
estimated at $30 billion, the 
country’s economic problems 
seem to be coming to a head. 

There have been reports of 
unrest in many Iranian cities 
over economic conditions in 
the past few years. 

Riots erupted last Tuesday 
in the southeastern city of 
Zahedan where demonstrators 
clashed with security forces, 
broke shop windows and 
burned the Iranian flag. News 


reports said the unrest was 
sparked by reports that author- 
ities had demolished a mosque 
'of the Sunni Muslim minority 
in the northern city of Mas- 
hhad. Reports about the de- 
molition of the mosque were 
denied by local papers. 

Mr. Rafsanjani, who was 
elected to a second four-year 
term last August, has been 
among the country's top lead- 
ers since the revolution. He 
has reportedly survived several 
assassination attempts. 

Iran's supreme leader 
Ayatollah Ali Khamanei said 
on Sunday the "aborted 
attempt on the life of the presi- 
dent" was a plot of “Satanic 
powers" to eliminate Iranian- 
spiritual leaders. 

Ayatollah Khamanei was 
speaking at the shrine of 
Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini, 
the founder of the Islamic Re- 
public. Mr. Rafsanjani was 
addressing tens of thousands of 
followers on Tuesday at the 
start of 10 days of celebration 
■marking the 15th anniversary 
of the Iranian revolution when 
five pistol shots were heard. 

Witnesses at the ..time de- 
scribed the shots as faint and 
probably fired from a small- 
calibre pistol. 

They said the origin of the 
shots was more than 50 metres 
from the platform. At least one 
man was seen being hustled 
away by security men. 

IRNA quoted Ayatollah 
Khamanei as describing the 
incident as an abortive assas- 
sination attempt and the latest 
example of plots of Satanic 
powers to physically eliminate 
Iranian religious leaders. 

“They attempted to strip the 
Muslim Nation of one of the 
prominent, efficient and de- 
votee personalities of the 
Islmaic republic, our beloved 
president," Ayatollah Kha- 
manei said of Mr. Rafsanjani. 
a cleric himself with the rank of 
Hojatoleslam. 

“But thank God this time 
they were frustrated as in many 
of their previous plots and 
treasons,” Ayatollah Kha- 
manei said. 
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Nearly 100 Iraqi refugees cross into.|^| 

TEHRAN (AFP) — Ninety-five Shiite Muslim refugees have 
entered Iran from Iraq in the past three days through ife. 
southwestern Hoveyzeb border crossing, an 
Crescent official said Monday. The official, quoted by. 
Iranian news agency IRNA, said an average of two orthfe*j. 
families from Iraq’s southern marshlands wrere i entering lx*** 
each day. The Red Crescent had set up 388 tents in Hoveyzelt j 
and provided relief aid for 413 Iraqi families who had already^ 
arrived there, the official added. 

Woman saved from stoning in UAE -0 

7\BU DHABI (AFP) — An appeals court in the United Araff'" 
Emirates (UAE) saved a foreign woman from being stoned to-, 
death when it overturned her conviction for adultety, the local 
daily Gulf News reported on Monday. The 26-year-old^ 
woman, whose nationality was not given, admitted at the-v 
appeals court that she had had an “illicit relationship with a-y 
nSn other than her husband but denied having had sexual 
intercourse with him. The woman was found to be pregnant 
but under Islamic law no tests were required to identity the “5 
father of the child, her denial of adultery being enough to 
satisfy the court. The conviction and corresponding death-,;; 
sentence were repealed because she had pleaded not guilty to ^ 
the adultery charge in line with Islamic Law, the paper said, 

| The court instead sentenced her to nine months in prison and * 

< to receive 100 lashes of the whip 45 days after she delivers her 
baby. It also ordered her to be deported at the end of the jail : 
term. 

9 arrested over killing of 17 in Iran 

TEHRAN (AFP) — Iranian security forces have arrested nine 
members of a drug-trafficking gang who killed 17 people in 
armed attacks in southeastern Iran, the official Iranian news 
agency IRNA reported Monday. The arrest took place the 
weekend after the authorities sent police reinforcements to 
Sistan-Baluchestan province to track down the gunmen. The 
gang shot dead two people in an attack on a bus Saturday in 
the Nosratabad region, some 100 kilometres east of the 
provincial capital Zahedan. The suspects, all members of a 
powerful Baluchi tribe known as the Nahtanis, admitted,, 
killing 15 other bus passengere in highway attacks around 
Zahedari, IRNA said. * 

Iran, Pakistan to hold naval exercises 

TEHERAN (AFP) — Iran and Pakistan are to hold joint 
naval exercises in the Gulf of Oman and the Indian Ocean 
soon, Iranian Navy Commander Rear Admiral Ali Shamkhani 
said Monday. Adm. Shamkhani. quoted by Tehran Radio, . 
said the exercises would last four days, but did not give a 
specific date for them. He is cun-ently visiting Pakistan. Hie 
exercises will be Iran's first to be held jointly with a foreign 
country since the 1979 Islamic revolution which toppled the 
Shah. The Iranian army has a tradition of cooperation with - 
Pakistan’s armed forces. 

Kuwait cabinet backs voter increase plan 

KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait's cabinet has approved a legal 
amendment that would grant the vote and the right to ran as 
parliamentary candidates to more of its male citizens, the 
official Kuwait News Agency reported. Political analysts have 
said the change, which has still to be debated by parliament, 
could expand by a third the men-only electorate in the next 
general elections due in 1996. The agency said late on Sunday 
the cabinet had agreed to add to a 1959 emiri decree a clause 
panting male children of naturalised Kuwaitis so-called first 
class citizenship provided they were born after their fatheis , . 
were naturalised. The change, the first major electoral reform ’ 
m 30 years, was given preliminary approval by the cabinet last 
month. 

French hostages said in good health 

PARIS (R) — Two French woman and a Frenchman abducted 
by Yemeni tribesmen two weeks ago are in good health, a 
French foreign ministry spoekswoman said on Monday. Sbe 
told reporters a doctor from the French embassy in Sannaa 
visited them last week. “They are in good health," she said. 
The. three were kidnapped on Jan 23 by tribesmen in the 
Hajjah area northwest of the capital Sanaa to protest against 
the rerouting of a main road originally planned to cross their 
land. The spokeswoman said France’s ambassador in Sanaa 
would not discuss the abductors' demands and had requested 
in contacts with Yemeni President Ali Abdullah Saleh and 
government ministers that the three be immediately and 
unconditionally freed. Tribal sources said earlier this month 
government envoys promised the abductors to redress their . 
grievances but failed to persuade them to release the hostages. 

Two tankers collide In Turkish waters 

~ Two oil product tankers collided in 
the Turkish sea of Marmara Monday, causing a minor oil spill . . 
but no injuries, a port official said. The Turkish 490 gross 

S?r Vi n«mt-flagged 1,984 gross tonne 

Star 5 collided off the village of Aksas, near the mouth of the 
Dardanelles the port authority of Karabiga town said. Both 
ships were heavily damaged, he said. The Star 5 was laden 

ajd sailing from Israel to the Turkish port • 

of Izmitwhde the Mervc-729 was going to the Aegean Port of 

of i he ““Won- It was carrying , 
^ *“ d a ^ ul 424 tonnes oil from the Star . 

5 spilled into the sea, polluting shoreline beaches. 
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CHURCHES 

St Mary of Nazareth Church SffriQeh. 
Tel. 810740 

Assemblies of God Cbtarh, Tel. 
632785. 

St. Joseph Church TcJ. 624590. 
Church of die A tm unfitte d Tel. 
6J7440. 

De la. Safe Church Td. 661757 
Tcrnttsuela Church Tel: 622366 
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623541. 

AugBcan Church Td. 630651. TcL 
628543. 

Armenian CatfaoHc Church Td. 

771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Chare* Td. 

775261. 

St- Ephraim Church Td. 771751. 

Amman (nteratfeoal Charrh Tel. 
652526. 

EmngeBcai Lutheran Church Td: 

824328. 

German ipealrtng E v a ng eB e a l 

Congregation TeL 684195 
The Church of Jeans Christ of 
Latter-Day Saints Td. 654932 
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Td. 811295. 


Bulletin supplied by the Department of 
Meteorology. 

T e mpera t ur es will drop. clouds win 
build lip. and ram will fin with winds 
becoming westerly moderate. In 
Aqaba, h will be doudy with northerly 
moderate winds becoming southerly, 
and seas rough. 

Min ./Max. temp. 

Amman 7/14 

Aqaba ! 11/22 

Deserts 4/18 

Jordan Valley 12/21 


Yesterday's high temperatures: Am- 
man 19. Aqaba 23. Humidity readings: 
Amman 22 per cent. Aqaba 28 per 
cent- * 


USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Ralcb Zahoun ..... 888685 

Dr. Jihad Zyadch «*U48 

Dr. Bafajal Badr 649362 

Dr. Farouq Nour 786680 

Firaspharmacy 6619 12 

Fc rdows pharmacy 778336 

AI Ascma pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukb pharmacy 623672 

AI Salon pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

ShmctMui pharmacy 637660 

Nairouh pharmacy 623672 

Naj3>phaqrmacy -.847632 

trank 

Dr. Mohammad AlHihi ........ 279773 

Alquds pharmacy (— ) 

TABOAr 

Dr. Fawn Hamdaflab 903644 


KhaKfch pharmacy 985417 


EMERGENCIES 

^od Control Centre 6 j 

Civil Defence Department fit 

Gvfl Defence immediate 

‘ Rescue 62 

Gvfl Defence Emergency 

Rescue Police 192.621111.62 

Fire Brigade 85 

Blood Bulk 7j 


Highway Police 

Traffic Police 

Public Security Department 

Hotel Compfaints i 

Price Complaints 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints I 

Amman Municipality 
Complaints 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 

Overseas Calk I 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs i 

Abdab Telephone Repair* 

Jordan Television ‘ 

Radio Jordan ' 

Water Authority I 

Jordan Electriaiy Authority ... I 


Electric Power 

Company 636 38 1 

RJ Flight Information 08-53200 

Queen AHa Inti- Airport 08-53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 

Khalidi Maternity. J.Amn... 644281/6 
Akiteh Maternity. J. Amu.... 642441 Tl 

Jabol Amman Maternity. 642362 

MaUias.J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmdsani 664171/4 

Sbmdsant Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

Al-Muashcr Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic. Abdali 66612707 

Al-Ahli. Abdali 664164/6 

liahan, AJ-Mubijrccn ........ 777101/3 

Al-Bashir. J. Ashraficfa 775111/26 

Army. Marta 891611/15 

Ouecn Alia Hospital 686100 

Amd Hospital 674155 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital (09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital .. (Q9WXK6Q 

IbnSina Hospital (09)986732 

Al Hifcan Modem Hospital (09)990990 

ERSUh 

Princess Bamta Hospital (02)275553 

Greek Catholic Itaeital (02)272275 


R» Al Ntfca Hospital (02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princes* Haya Hoqriul (03)314111 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 

This information k supplied by Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) information depart- 
ment at the Queen Alia International 
Airport Tel. (08)53200-5. where it 
should always be verified. 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Rights 
(Terminal 1) 

«M5 .... Jakarta. Kuala Lumpur (RJ) 

25 Damascus (RJ) 

2** Muscat. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

£5 Aqaba (RJ) 

22 Karachi. Dubai (RJ) 

- Doha, Bahrain <RI> 

5® Loudon (Rl) 

52 Frankfurt (RJ) 

-IS*. 1 ...CariofRj) 

....... Chicago, Amsterdam (RJ) 

**** Jeddah (add) (RJ) 


22 Vienna (OS) 

J®*® Pans- Beirut (AF) 

22 Beirut (ME) 

£5 ■■■■- Aden (IY> 

”5 * Bucharest IRO) 

■1:15 ... Amsterdam. Damascus (KLJ 

DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) nights 

(Terminal 1) 

07:00 Aqaba (RJ) 

W:3fl .... Amsterdam. New York (RJ) 

Montreal, Toronto (RJ) 

Paris. Brussels (RJ) 

11.45 Vienna. Frankfurt (RJ) 

Geneva. Madrid (RJ) 

SJ! London (R|) 

“ J® Aqaba. Cairo (RJ) 

Si Laranca (RJ) 

2S 

Other Flights (Terminal 2) 

-Bucharest (RO) 

Amsterdam (KL) 


Dtp. Annmw &00a.m.creiy Mondqr 

Ait. fenasos 5:00 p.m. every Monday 

Dtp. Damans 7J0a.m. every Sunday 

Afr. Amman 5:00 pm. every Sunday 

market prices .' 

UppcrOowcr price m tik per kg. 

mm 

Banana (Mukammarj 620 ' 

I. 50/30 

Clementine 260/300' 

Qjc um bcrs (large) 140/90 

Cucumbers (small) 260/ 180 

900/700 

P^" bcans 700/500 

170/100 

i£™ W F arg e- ) 140/4)0 



gS**-- 350/1*1 

-.... 200/(50*: 

280/200 > 



jjjjlj! ...... 120/70 

3S5 — M- 

String beans JZZZZ. iSsSk 



s 







omm 


News 



House condemns Serbian attacks 


2 Muslim 

verageJ^cdt 'AMMAN (Petra)— The Low- 
nds w tr ^ojw-cr House of Parliament Mon- 
issued a statement strongly 
milj^ J1I S * n Jw'co*fctnning the continued Ser- 
Wh °hy3bia , i attacks on the Muslim 
* population of Bosnia and 
iTBG | . appealed to intemationai orga- 
s Rations, parliaments. the Un- 
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Muslims. 

"This attack came while the 
international community is 
keeping silent and sufficing it- 
self with mere decisions which 
offer only lip service to the 
Bosnian people. 

“In contrast, the world wit- 
nesses the issuance of a spate 
of United Nations resolutions 
that arc promptly implemented 
against the Arab people of 
Iraq. Somalia and Libya. 

“The Lower House of Par- 
liament in Jordan, which has 
been deeply shaken by the 
massacre in Sarajevo, appeals 
to those with a genuine consci- 
ence in various~nations and to 
world parliaments, the U.N. 
Security Council and human 
rights organisations to help 


stop such crimes and the shed- 
ding of innuLcnt people's 
Wood, and to guarantee secur- 
ity for the people of Bosnia 
whose free will and independ- 
ence should he respected. 

“We call on the world com- 
munity to severely punish the 
aggressor Serbs and to prompt- 
ly lift a siege imposed on Sar- 
jevo and the other Muslim 
cities in Bosnia. 

"We also call on the world 
community to supply the Bos- 
nians with weapons Tor self- 
defence us well ns medicine 
and food. 

“We call also for an end to 
an international ban on 
weapons supplied to Bosnia to 
enable the country to repel 
aggression." 
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REVIEWING MILITARY EDUCATION: 
Education Minister Khaled AI Omari 
fright) Monday meets with the commander 
of the People’s Army. Dr. Omari called for 
Activating the military education program- 
ing which is taught a! schools around the 
Kingdom in cooperation with the People’s 
Army command. He said the ministry, 
thnmgh its Student Activities Department. 


was trying to amend the programme to 
make it compatible to students’ desires and 
interests. The programme, which was laun- 
ched three years ago,is now implemented 
within one week instead of two weeks, the 
minister .said. He said the ministry is 
currently planning to hold productive prog- 
rammes for students during the summer 
holiday (Petra photo) 



development projects in south 
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AMMAN (J.T.) — CARE 
Australia Monday signed six 
agreements with voluntary and 
charitable organisations to 
hdp them finance develop- 
ment projects in the Tafileh, 
Ma’an and Karak governo- 

CARE representative in Jor- 
dan, Joanna Hall, who signed 
the agreements, said in a State- 
Meat that the agreements 
marked the beginning of a 
programme by CARE to im- 
plement numerous projects in 
Jordan, particularly in the 
south. 

Such projects, she said, in- 
clude sheep-fattening, water 
canal maintenance, food pro- 
cessing, establishing a brick 
factory and an aluminum 
Workshop. 

These projects will cost 
JD66,000 of which CARE will 
contribute JD 39,185. The ba- 
lance will come as donations 
from other sources, said Ms. 


Hall. 

She said in the future CARE 
plans to fund personnel train- 
ing and feasibility studies on 
economic projects for the poor 
regions. 

CARE is a humanitarian, 
non-profit sector organisation 
concerned with emergency 
assistance to people in need 
and local community develop- 
ment in the spirit of self-help. 

For the past two years, 
CARE Australia has been ac- 
tive in emergency relief pro- 
jects for Iraq. Jordan, Yemen 
and Mauritania through its re- 
gional office located in Am- 
man. according to a CARE 
office statement. 

The statement said that 
CARE has recently become 
involved in small, locai com- 
munity development projects 
in cooperation with the Minis- 
try of Social Development and 
hopes to further expand its 


activities. 

Abdul Rahim Salam, deputy 
secretary general of the Minis- 
try of Social Development, 
attended the signing of the 
agreements, and later said that 
the ministry was eager to 
cooperate closely with interna- 
tional organisations and local 
voluntary groups to promote 
community development and 
help the needy. 

He voiced appreciation to 
CARE Australia for its drive 
to help the poor families in 
Jordan. 

In a statement to the Jordan 
Nett's Agency, Petra, CARE 
said that it recently constructed 
a canal network in Zai, near 
Salt, at a cost of JD 10.000 and 
donated JD 15,000 to the dis- 
placed Bosnian families living 
in Amman and JD 10,000 to 
the Lebanese families whose 
property was damaged, in 
Israeli raids. 


Aqaba palm forest creates 25 jobs 


AMMAN (Petra) — The palm 
Bee forest development pro- 
fret in Aqaba, began in 1992 
by Che Queen Alia Fund for 
Soda! Development (QAF), 
fa* created jobs for three agri- 
nrtt ttr a j engineers and 22 rarm- 
faftfc, according to a QAF 
statement 

When QAF undertook to 
develop the 1,500 dunum 
finest area for a period of 30 
yean, its aim was to grow’ dates 
-onj'SS provide nutritional food , 

’££=7 to create jobs for local citizens 

Wd also expand the green 
»«»* in the Aqaba region, said 
Ifa statement. 
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QAF has plans to plant 
27,000 palm trees in the forest 
which would produce an esti- 
mated 500 tonnes of dates 
annually, according to the 
statement. 

To date nearly half (700 
dunums) of the area involved is 
planted with date palms. 

In addition to these trees, 
which came from Tunisia, 
Egypt, Oman and the United 
Arab Emirates, QAF said it 
has planted 1,466 citrus trees 
there as well. 

The project has been funded 
by the United Nations De- 
velopment Programme 


(UNDP), and the trees arc 
irrigated by a drip irrigation 
system which utilises water 
pumped from a local aretesdan 
well and re-cycled, treated 
waste water. 

The forest will also serve as a 
research centre for scientists 
and agricultural engineers and 
as a public recreational centre 
in the future, said the QAF 
statement. 

It said all revenues earned 
from the development of the 
forest will help finance QAFs 
numerous projects mainly 
targeting needy families in the 
rural regions. 
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EDUCATION ON WHEELS: The mobile mirco 
computer foefiity for teaching iiifo^« d o"’ 
ated tothe Royal Scientific Society by the United 


Nations Educational Social and Cultural Orga- 
nisation (UNESCO) (Petra photo) 




Jordan asks Australia to strengthen role 
in Kingdom’s meat, livestock marks t 
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Minister of Supply Radi Ibrahim (third from 
right) Monday holds talks with a Western 
Australia delegation headed by Heady Cowan, 


deputy premier and minister or commerce 
(second from left) (Petra photo) 


By Ian Atalla 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Talks between 
the delegation of the Western 
Australian Ministry of Com- 
merce and Trade, Jordanian 
businesspersons and counter- 
parts from the public sector 
Monday first focused on a re- 
quest by Jordanian officials 
that Australia expand its im- 
ports of phosphate from the 
Kingdom. 

The request was prompted 
by the need to help adjust the 
current trade imbalance be- 
tween the two countries, which 
at present amounts to $45 to 
$50 million, according to Mar- 
wan A wad, the secretary- 
general of the Ministry of 
Trade and Industry. 

The second major focus of 
the talks was the Australian's 
efforts to consolidate and 
strengthen their already con- 
siderable role in Jordan's meat 
i-nd livestock market. 

According to Radi Ibrahim, 
the minister of supply, there 
are currently 120,000 to 
120.U00 head of Australian 
livestock in Jordan. 

The Australian delegation, 
headed by Western Australia 
Deputy Premier and Minister 
of Commerce Hendy Cowan, 
Monday visited the Ministry of 
Trade and Industry, the Minis- 
try of Supply, and the Amman 
Chamber of Commerce. 

Mr. Awad told the delega- 
tion that “(here is a huge trade 
deficit between the two coun- 
tries, and 1 don't think we can 
close our eyes to that. It is very 
important in our view to in- 
crease phosphate exports to 
Australia." 


Current exports of Jorda- 
nian phosphate to Australia 
amount to 200.000 tonnes a 
year, out of an export total of 7 
million per year. 

Mr. Cowan responded 
favourably. “Western Austra- 
lia is a significant user of phos- 
phate and potash fertilisers, 
and our internal production of 
these chemicals is limited. 
Therefore, there is an oppor- 
tunity to competitively sell 
your products there," he said. 

Mr. Cowan said that his 
ministry would approach pri- 
vate businesspeople in West- 
ern Australia to look into the 
matter. 

Members of the Australian 
team suessed that Western 
Australia's commercial rela- 
tionship with Jordan was a vital 
one. 

“90 per cent of Jordan's ex- 
ports to Australia find their 
way to Western Australia. And 
with a domestic market of only 
1.7 million people, we depend 
on exports. The Middle East 
market represents to us nearly 
SI billion yearly of business.” 

Western Australia's main in- 
dustry, besides herding and 
agriculture, is mining, ft pro- 
duces 37 per cent of the world’s 
diamonds, 10 uzr cent of its 
gold, and 12 percent of its iron 
ore, accordiiig to delegation 
members. 

They stressed that "a signifi- 
cant issue for us are our ex- 
ports to Jordan of live sheep." 
adding tka: Australian lives- 
tock businesses had completed 
work on breeding a herd of 
livestock “v.-eifirally bred for 
the Middle East market. These 
sheep are no! saleable in Au- 
stralia ar.J wc have worked 


very hard to breed them. This 
trade is vital for us and we 
don't want to see it lost." 

Mr. Awad replied that he 
was certainly ready to encour- 
age imports of the livestock 
from Australia. 

Officials at the Ministry of 
Supply told the delegation that 
they were concerned about the 
current prices Australian ship- 
ping merchants were charging 
to ship livestock to Jordan, 
which they described as exces- 
sive. 

They suggested allowing 
Jordanian shippers to compete 


for the business to cut down 
the rates through competition, 
or opening a special direct 
shipping line to transport the 
livestock. 

One Australian representa- 
tive told officials at the Minis- 
try of Supply th3t “there is a 
strong possibility with the 
peace process for Jordan to 
become a large re-exporter of 
our products. We see an 
opportunity for livestock to be 
shipped here, slaughtered 
here, processed and then re- 
exported. mere is also an 


opportunity for us to come and 
build slaughterhouses and new 
processing facilities here." 

Mr. Cowan said that a num- 
ber of Australian companies 
were interested in building 
such facilities, and were 
already bidding for contracts to 
build slaughterhouses in the 
Aqaba Free Zone and Amman 
Municipality, where, said one 
delegation member, “rhe pre- 
sent slaughterhouse is a very 
poor facility." 

The Australian team left 
Jordan Monday evening. 


Archaeology conference 
to be held in Turin in ‘94 


AMMAN (Petra) — Minister 
of Tourism Mohammad 
Adwan Monday said the next 
International Conference on 
the Archaeology of Jordan will 
be held in the Jtalian^city o? 
Turn* in 1995. 

.Archaeologists, historians : 
and other experts from diffe- 
rent countries will take part in 
the conference which is usually 
held every three years, said 
Dr. Adwan following a meet- 
ing with Italian ambassador to 
Jordan Romualdo Bettini. 

At the meeting, the two offi- 
cials discussed coordinating 
Italian and Jordanian efforts to 
market Jordan's tourist attrac- 
tions in Italy. 


They also reviewed the con- 
tributions by the Italian gov- 
ernment and specialised in- 
stitutions to the archaeological 
excavation ? -jasons and the res- 
roradon-ef-rchacological sites 
in Jordan, said the minister.' 

in addition: he said- the 
terms of a protocol for the 
establishment of a Jordanian- 
Ualian archaeology Institute 
will soon be signed by both 
countries. 

The institute is to be head- 
quarterd in Amman and fi- 
nanced jointly by both govern- 
ments, said Dr. Adwan. 

According to Dr. Adwan. 
discussions with Mr. Bettini 
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Minister or Tourism and Antiquities Mohammad 
Adwan (right) Monday meets with Italian 

also covered prospects for in- 
creasing Italian assistance to 
Jordan, especially to the 
mosaics school in Madaba and 


Ambassador to Jordan Romualdo Bettini (Petra 
photo! 

the archaeological excavations ejal invitation to Dr. Adwan to 
under way in Jerash and Petra, yisil Italy and attend the open- 


Mr. Benini extended an offi- 


ing of the Intemationai Tour- 
ism Conference in Milan. 


Police search for couple in 


of elderly mae 


Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Ramtha police 
are searching for a couple 
who Sunday allegedly stab- 
bed a 60-year-old roan, tied 
him up, stole JD 5,000 from 
him and disappeared, police 
reports said. 

The victim, a sheep mer- 
chant, identified only as 
N.M.S., told police he fre- 
quently travelled with the 
couple to Amman and he 
always carried large sums of 
money on him. 

Preliminary investigations 
by police indicate that N.MS. 
went to the couple's house 
Sunday to pick the man and 
woman up to go to Amman 
to get some paper work done. 
There, said police reports, 
the elderly man was stabbed 


with a knife by the husband. 

N.M.S. fell to the floor and 
the man and his wife tied him 
with a rope, placed a piece of 
cloth in his mouth and fled, 
the scene. 

The victim was discovered 
later by his 35-year-old son 
who told police be was pas- 
sing by the couple's house 
and heard moaning. Tbe son 
said he checked through the 
window and saw his father 
tied up on the floor. 

He said he called his 
brothers and together they 
broke down the door and 
rescued their father. 

N.M.S. was taken to 
Ramtha Military Hospital 
where he was reported in fair 
condition. 

Police said the couple had 
rented the house they were 
living in, and that they dis- 


appeared after the attack on 
the elderly man. 

Child dies in car accident 

A six-year-old child Sunday 
was killed and her 15-year-old 
sister was reported in critical 
condition when they were run 
over by a car driven by a 
35-year-old man, according to 
police reports. 

Khadijeh Mansour was cros- 
sing a street with her older 
sister Hourieh in one of Am- 
man’s suburbs, when they were 
struck by the car. 

When civil defence officers 
arrived at tbe scene of the 
accident, Khadijeh was already 
dead. Her sister was rushed to 
a nearby hospital for treat- 
ment. 

Hospital sources said the girl 
is suffering from a head injury. 


and was listed in critical condi- 
tion. 

A traffic official said the. 
driver of the car was at fault for 
not yielding tc pedestrians. - 

Khadijeh is the third child to 
die in a traffic accident since 
the beginning of February. 

A seven-year-old Zarqa boy 
lolled when he was struck by a 
speeding car on Feb. 1. 

A day later an eight-year-old 
girl was killed in Sweifieh when 
the school bus she was riding 
ran over her after dropping her 
off near her home. 

Two other children Sunday 
were struck by cars in separate 
accidents. 

One, a five-year-old from 
Jabal Nasr, was reported in 
serious condition. The ether, a 
four-year-old from Karak was 


i:s;cu in critical condition. 

39-yeur-oId slabbed to death 

A 20-year-old Baqaa male 
was detained by police after he 
confessed to killing a 19-year- 
old male in Baqaa Sunday 
evening, police reports said. 

The suspect, identified as 
S.M.A.. told police he stabbed 
H.K.S. following an argument 
between the two. 

The victim was taken to Jor- 
dan University Hospiral where 
he was pronounced dead on 
arrival. 

A police official told the 
Jordan Times that the suspect 
first resisted arrest and 
escaped. But later he turren- 
‘dereu after police discovered 
the weapon (a switch blade) 
allegedly used in the crime. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


The following listings are compiled from monthly bulletins and 

the daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify the listed 

time and place with the concerned institutions. 

EXHIBITIONS 

☆ Wood carving exhibition by artist Samer Ousama at the 
French Cultural Centre- 

☆ Art exhibition by Iraqi artists at Ab'ad Art Gallery — 
Mecca Street. 

fr Art exhibition by artist Huda Sami Qassem at the Royal 
Cultural Centre. 

* Art and photo exhibition by several Arab artists at tbe Baiqa 
Art Gallery (Tel. 720902). 

fr Art exhibition by artist Mohammad AI Windawi at the 
Royal Cultural Centre. 

<t Art exhibition by artists Akram Isawi and Jamal Baddawi at 
the Royal Cultural Ceutre. 

■fr Exhibition by Lebanese artist Hussein Madi at Darat AI 
Funun of the Abdul Pumeed Shoman Foundation. Also 
showing lhe “perm- ” exhibition of 54 Arab contempor- 
ary artists. (TV*. 643251/2) 

* Art exhibition by several Iraqi and Jordanian artists at 
Orfali Art Gallery (Tel. 826932). 

fr Art exhibition by Syrian artist Yasser Hmond at the 
F rfarfna Art Gallery fWasfl AI Tal Street). 
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Setting Industry Standards: Ministry of 
Trade and Industry Secretary General 
Mar wan Awad (centre) Monday opens a 
three-day seminar on “standardisation and 
its role in industry.” The ministry, in 


sectors in the country. A total of 103 
engineers, technicians and specialists in 
specifications and standards are attending. 
They will discuss requirements for ensuring 
the minimum level of quality needed in 


cooperation with the German Agency for manufactured products, ways of ensuring 
Tec hnical Cooperation (GZT) organised the protection for the environment from indust- 
seminar at the Amman Philadelphia Hotel, rial work and other relevant subjects, 
for representatives of the private and public 
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Encounter, with words 


IT APPEARS that the international outcry over 
the killing of 68 Bosnians and the wounding of 
many others in a mortar attack on Saturday 
will confine itself once again to mere rhetoric 
about the need to establish peace in the former 
Yugoslavia. U.S. President Bill Clinton, once a 
champion of the cause of Bosnia’s independ- 
ence r-jd territorial integrity, saw in the attack 
an occasion to reinforce the call for peace in the 
country, but has done little on the ground to 
stop the fi ghting . The international community, 
especially the affected Bosnians, must be awe- 
hilly tired of hearing the expressions of senti- 
ments for peace while the indisc rimina te kill- 
ings and widespread suffering go on unabated. 

President Clinton’s worn-out pledge to lift 
the arms embargo against the Bosnians if the 
massacres continued has a shallow tone to it, 
and we wish that he would stop making false 
promises that his administration has no inten- 
tion to keep. Only a week ago, the U.S. Senate 
voted by an overwhelming majority to end the 
arms embargo on Bosnia. Republican Senate 
leader Robert Dole has likewise repeatedly 
assured the White House that the American 
people would solidly back effective U.S. air 
strikes on Serbian gunners besieging Sarajevo. 
Yet nothing has happened, although other 
Western capitals are starting to feel more heat 
.by the recent deaths In die Sarajevo market- 
place. Unfortunately, though, most are offering 
no more than useless ^deas to defuse the 
situation. One capital is calling for investiga- 
tion, as if an attack of this sort needs an 
investigation and does not fall into a familiar 
pattern. U.N. Secretary General Boutros Ghali 
may be edging closer to authorising aerial 
attacks, bat he is not there yet by a long shot. 
This time, however, the secretary general has 
tried a turnaround by asking for permission 
from NATO to launch air strikes, exactly when 
the Western powers keep on asserting that they 
are still awaiting authorisation from the U.N. 
chief. 

There is every fear that the continued blood- 
shed in Bosnia would increase the religious 
overtones of the conflict. There is nothing 
worse than to develop the fighting in Bosnia 
into a religious warfare that would have the 
seeds for international division on religious 
grounds. The world is already torn up by scores 
of flashpoints and can ill afford a religious 
dimension at a time when reasonable men and 
women are desperately trying to promote reli- 
gious tolerance. There are now more and 
louder calls for an Islamic response, something 
that does not augur well for the new interna- 
tional order. Even the 51-member Organisation 
of the Islamic Conference (OIC) was not spared 
a frontal attack when one Gulf statesman 
depicted its objectives as “only to hold meetings 
and spend milli ons on meetings.” While such a 
description of the OIC is not totally wrong, the 
biggest concern ties in the fact that religions 
conflicts need to be contained as soon as 
possible for fear that their fallout could engulf 
the entire globe with a new cycle of violence. 
This is a dimension of the Bosnian crisis that 

is for solid actions, and not just rhetorical, 
rc. ions as has been the case so far. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


COMMENTING on the massacre in Sarajevo that resulted in 
the death of more than 66 people, A1 Ra’i Arabic daily said 
that this horrible act of genocide drew mere verbal reactions 
fr.ju the Western capitals but nothing is being done to punish 
the culprits. Even the Arab League, which has so far 
condoned the atrocities committed against the Iraqi people, 
has followed the example of the Western capitals by voicing 
condemnation by mere words without moving to lend a 
helping hand to the victims, said the paper. The Western 
countries continue to deceive that the world by claiming that 
they are contemplating measures to stem the killing and to 
deter the aggressors, but in fact the West is bent on helping the 
murderers to eliminate the Muslim people of Bosnia, charged 
the daily. Before the funeral of the victims has ended, the 
seeming anger over the attack on Sarajevo will calm down in 
Washington and the other Western capitals as well as the Arab 
f League which would once again delve into its long slumber, 
" -loerturbed by the death of the Iraqi children or this massacre 
of the Bosnian women. In this situation, the Serbs who 
committed this and many other crimes against the Muslims will 
have the cou.- to pursue their action further, it added. 


The View from Fourth Circle 


By Rami G. Khouri 


Thanks, Doc, for a needed prologue 



The parliamentary debate on the food and medicines con- 
troversy unleashed by Health Minister Abdul Rahim Maihas 
was very impressive, but also slightly sad. It was impressive 
because of the manner in which an issue of great political 
sensitivity and public importance was openly and honestly 
discussed, with a credible degree of democratic give-and-take 
between the government and the parliamentarians. 

It was also impressive for the decisive decisions by the 
executive and legislative branches to ask the public prosecutor 
to study the allegations thoroughly, to initiate legal eases 
against alleged violators of the pertinent laws, and to 
strengthen the control systems relating to food and medicines. 
On all these counts, the young Jordanian democratic svstem 
was rather effective, at least in the rhetoric department. We 
heard many good things. It remains to be seen what action 
follows. 

The parliamentary debate probably accurately reflected the 
spectrum of opinion -in society as a whole vis-a-vis the key 
issues ar hand. i.e. should the minister of health have launched 
his campaign with an interview to a sensational tabloid 
newspaper? Could he not have dealt with the alleged 
violations through the existing machinery at his disposal? 

These were not questions that could tie answered with a 
definitive yes or no. They were judgements and opinions that 
needed to be expressed in a public forum, and this is precisely 
what happened in a constructive and rational manner (despite 
the still obvious sensitivity of the government and some MPs 
to public criticism — a sensitivity that will moderate in time, as 
our culture adapts to u public system of democratic pluralism 
and as the individuals involved adapt to the give-and-take of 
the public accountability of public servants). 

The issue of alleged corruption among government officials 
was also mentioned frequently, and both the government and 
the MPs were Olympian in their verbal commitment to 
fighting corruption and safeguarding the wellbeing of the 
people. We'll have to wait and see wh.-it happens in the months 
ahead in the fight against corruption. It is unlikely that all 
cases of corruption will miraculously disappear because the 
government and the MPs waved their arms, vowed to fight for 
goodness, and condemned corruption as an evil that must he 
stamped out. Yet. the mere fact that corruption was raised its 
an issue of public concern is a positive development. We will 
soon find out if the probe into these charges will get any 
further than the probes against individuals accused of wrong- 
doing after the 1989 parliamentary elections. 

Compared to most other countries in the Middle East. 
Jordan was heroic in its commitment to an honest, open 
discussion of issues that touched on both the personal 
wellbeing of the citizenry and the conduct of public officials. 
The rest of the Middle East, however, is a dubious standard 
against which to judge our progress on the Jemocra tisation 
front. We should he careful about patting ourselves on the 
hack for being tidy in a largely messy neighbourhood. 


Nevertheless, the last two weeks were generally positive in this 
respect, and we should recognise the good news while not 
hesitating to point out the had news. 

The bud news. I would suggest, is that the whole con- 
troversy sparked by Dr. Maihas" interview never really 
touched the main point that underlies the fond and medicines 
controversy and others like it that probably await future 
exposure. That main point is the capacity of our public sector 
to play the quality control, supervisory and watchdog func- 
tions that are its legal and moral obligation. 

The specific accusations about merchants who pressured the 
government to give them favourable decisions on imports or 
prices are not surprising, in view of the large profits that stand 
to be made. This is the central weakness that makes the 
government and many of its personnel susceptible to charges 
of wrongdoing — the fact that there is so much money 
available u> he made in the private sector, while the puhiic 
sector languishes under the intolerable burden of limited funds 
that have to he distributed in the form of salaries amongst a 
large bureaucracy. 

Petty and massive corruption are likely to occur when three 
things happen, as have happened in Jordan and most of the 
rest of the Middle East in the second half of this century: when 
the central government is the major employer in the economy 
and also controls most spending that determines the fate of the 
national economy, and when there are no serious checks and 
balances on executive authority. 

We suffer the additional problem of having a dynamic 
private sector and allowing free movement of people, which 
means that talented individuals can look to the private sector 
or employment abroad if they do not find government work 
professionally or financially satisfying. The result: a steady 
drain of the best minds out of public service and into the 
private sector or abroad, and a growing gap between salaries 
in the private and public sectors. 

There is little doubt, as a result, that the quality of the public 
sector as a whole has declined in recent decades. While this 
may lead to some corruption — the parliamentary debate 
suggests that such a feeling is widespread — the more 
important problem is that it could lead to large-scale misman- 
agement or even incompetence. Specifically, the new threat 
that confronts our societies today and in the near future is 
whether or not the public sector has the combination of human 
expertise and organisational capacity to deal with the political 
power of the private sector and its alluring money. 

The private sector is no angel, of course; corporate greed 
will drive many private businesspeople to maximise their 
profits at the expense of the public's wellbeing, even through 
the use of bribes, favours, gifts, and other dubious means. 
Many government bureaucrats will find themselves in situa- 
tions where they are unable to resist the temptations of private 
sector offerings. How can we expect a mid-level bureaucrat 
earning JD 159 a month to deal with the political and financial 


pressures that can be brought to bear on him or her hy the 
likes of global corporate giants that manufacture soft dnnks. 
cigarettes, and other items that have a mass market potential 

In the last three decades, we have witnessed the inability of 
government officials to formulate tough policies that are m the 
interest of the people as a whole, because. such policies may. 
hurt some special interest groups. We have seen nur currency 
lose more than half its foreign exchange value. We have seen 
the finest rainfed agricultural lands in our western highlands 
sacrificed at the altar of commercial real estate profiteering. 
We have watched our underground water reserves slowly 
squeezed to a dangerous level where permanent damage may 
be inevitable. We' have witnessed the emergence of senouy 
environmental problems without sufficiently strong prevention 
or remedial programmes. . 

Historians and political psychologists will have to determine 
the reasons for these facts. ! cannot say if this is a consequence 
of sheer mediocrity by public officials who faced problems 
they could not handle, or a case of intelligent, honest and 
hard-working individuals who were unable to withstand the 
political and other pressures that they were subjected to 

The fact remains that our public sector today is being asked 
to play the vital role of legal and moral watchdog of society, 
but it is not being given the personnel or the financial means 
needed to play that role. It is not surprising, then, that our 
society should "suffer some corruption. It is surprising, howev- 
er. that we should allow the causes of corruption and 
mismanagement to continue for so long, without addressing 

them. ' 

We have a political system in place today that allows tor. an 
open, honest discussion of such sensitive issues. Dr. Maihas 
has done the country a real service hy provoking a debate on 
the food and medicines sector. He should he thanked for his 
courage and his decisiveness, and perhaps even pencilled in for- 
higher office in The future. What has happened in the last two 
weeks, though, is merely prologue. The real show has yet to 

It remains now for the government of Prime Minister Abdul 
Salam Majali and the Parliament headed by Taher Al Masri 
and Ahmad Al Lawzi to provide the leadership that their 
people expect from them — leadership in » identifying the 
underlying causes of public sector mismanagement and cor- 
ruption. and action to redress the causes. To evade such a 
responsibility would be simply to compound the problems and 
weaknesses of the recent past, and to postpone the day of 
reckoning until the problems caused by current trends are 
routinely catastrophic, rather than merely the cause of 
episodic news dramas. If the government and the parliament 
want to work together for the long-term public good, as they 
say they do. here's a good place to start. 


© Rami G. Khouri 1994 


nf’ r ‘ d 




Tl-.,,* 


FA 




jtT ■■ 


imtlt- 


:tp 




ft* 1 » 1 1 


* % pop< 




.ip “ >r . 









An irreversible process 


By Yitzhak Rabin 


IN THE last decade of our 
20th century, walls of hatred 
have fallen, peoples have been 
liberated, and artificial barriers 
have disappeared, powers have 
crumbled and ideologies have 
collapsed. 

It is our sacred duty, to 
ourselves and to our children, 
to see the new world as it is 
now, to note its dangers, ex- 
plore its prospects, and do 
everything possible so that the 
state of Israel will fit into the 
changing face of this world. I 
think that in recent years the 
world has shrunk and no na- 
tion can solve its problems 
alone, and no country should 
think that it is isolated. Each 
nation should overcome those 
feelings and act in world and 
regional cooperation. We wish 
that our region will also join 
this movement towards peace, 
reconciliation and cooperation 
that is spreading over the globe 
these days. 

I have committed myself and 
my government to the present 
peace process, and I have ex- 
pressed on many occasions my 
hope that 1994 will be a year 
during which a peace agree- 
ment can be readied with our 
Arab neighbours. We believe 
with all our hearts that peace is 
possible, that it is imperative, 
and that it will come. 

For much of my life I was a 
soldier. I took part in Israel’s 
wars, as well as Israel’s march 
for peace. As one who has 
been a soldier, I can still see — 
as though it were just yester- 
day — the rows of fallen com- 
rades lining the road to Jeru- 
salem in our war of independ- 
ence; the skeletons of the 
buntt-ont vehides; the burning 
trucks; and the thousands of 
besieged Jerusalemites coining 
out towards us to get their 
sacks of sugar, and rice and 
jerry cam of water. 

As one who was a comman- 
der, I know that before we 
decided — before I decided — 


to go into battle, we always 
saw before us — and will al- 
ways see — the eyes of file 
soldiers asking whether this is 
vital, whether there isn’t some 
other choice. 

Only one who, year after 
year, stands facing the 
thousands and tens of 
thousands of silent mourners in 
the cemeteries on Memorial 
Day, only one who has seen 
worlds destroyed and families 
devastated knows just how im- 
portant peace is to us. 

Nevertheless, as the son of a 
people that was exiled from its 
land as the son of a people to 
whom the picture of the child 
with raised bands in the War- 
saw ghetto returns at night, I 
ask for your understanding and 
undivided attention: For us, 
peace, as important as it is. 
cannot prevail without secur- 
ity. Israel will be very forth- 
coming in its quest for peace, 
but it will not compromise on 
its security. 

Israel is ready for peace and 
is willing to take risks and 
make dramatic decisions. But 
any risk or decision should be 
well calculated, for hasty actions 
could bring upon us irreversi- 
ble results. 

As chief of staff during the 
Arab-Israeli war. I promised 
myself that I would be the last 
commander of the Israeli 
army who would have to face 
untenable borders, unreason- 
able lines of defence, and the 
threat of annihilation. The 
security of our children, our 
security is essential. 

If we have security, we will 
also have peace — for all the 
inhabitants of our country and 
for its neighbours. 

The government of Israel 
recognises that in order to put 
an end to the Arab-Israeli con- 
flict and for peace to be real 
and permanent, it must be 
inclusive of all the parties to 
the conflict participating in the 
present peace process. 

The U.S. has generated a 
formula which serves both as a 


procedural and substantive 
term of reference to the peace 
process. We believe very firm- 
ly that there is no need to alter 
this formula, for it responds to 
our long quest to hold direct 
negotiations with those Arab 
parties invited to this process 
according to the Madrid Letter 
of Invitation. We should not 
lose precious time. 

Our aim is to conclude a set 
of bilateral peace agreements 
in each and every track of 
negotiations in order to meet 
the objective of establishing a 
comprehensive, just and last- 
ing peace. 

The problem now is one of 
substance. I am convinced that 
temporary setbacks and diffi- 
culties in our negotiations with 
the PLO will not stop us from 
reaching an agreement. The 
road to peace is irreversible. 
Therefore I do believe that we 
should persevere in our efforts 
aimed at implementing our 
agreement with the PLO. 

We don’t have any territorial 
designs in Lebanon and our 
problems with Jordan could be 
solved fairly easily. However, 
Lebanon will not budge with- 
out Syria’s blessing. 

President Clinton met with 
President Assad in Geneva on 
Jan. 16. Out of this event came 
a hope that we should explore 
carefully in order to be sure 
that Syria genuinely means to 
achieve the kind of peace and 
security we are looking for, a 
peace that would last for gen- 
erations to come, a peace that 
would put an end to the suffer- 
ings, plight and fear of all the 
peoples in the Middle East, a 
peace that would fulfill 
Prophet Isaiah’s vision: “Na- 
tion shall not lift sword against 
nation, nor shall they learn war 
any more.” 


This is an excerpt from Prime 
Minister Rabin's address to the 
Parliamentary Assembly of the 
Council of Europe last week in 
Strasbourg. It is reprinted from 
the Jerusalem Post. 


Torn between East, West 


U.S. still to formulate 


post-cold war strategy 




WASHINGTON — Torn be- 
tween Europe and Asia, be- 
tween trade policy and classic 
realpolitik, die United States is 
still trying to construct a cohe- 
rent strategy in the post-cold 
war world. 

The visit of Japanese Prime 
Minister Moribiro Hosokawa 
to Washington Friday presents 
an opportunity to examine 
these issues anew. But analysts 
and officials are divided on 
how the various strands of poli- 
cy might fit together. 

Last November at a summit 
for Asian-Pacific nations in 
Seattle, President Clinton 
seemed to suggest that the 
United States would in- 
creasingly look to Asia and to 
encouraging trade as its top 
priorities in foreign affairs. 

Secretary of State Warren 
Cnristopher ruffled feathers by 
declaring that Europe was no 
longer the centre of the world. 

That forced Mr. Clinton ro 
soothe feelings during a Janu- 
ary NATO summit by stating 
that Washington's new atten- 
tion to Asia certainly did not 
come at the expense of its 


tradftfoft$I cultural ties and de-‘ ; 
cades of friendship with 
Europe.': 

All this is happening under a 
U.S. president who is less in- 
terested, less experienced and 
less engaged in foreign affairs 
than some of his predecessors. 

There is a feeling in 
Washington that the priority is 
neither Asia nor Europe but 
Iowa, Texas and California 
and that all politics have be- 
come local. 

A decision to let Irish repub- 
lican leader Gerry Adams visit 
the United States was taken 
largely because Mr. Clinton 
needs the support of promin- 
ent Irish- American politicians 
to push through health care 
reforms. 

Intervention to stop the war 
in Yugoslavia was rejected be- 
cause it “would threaten the 
survival of the fragile liberal 
coalition represented by this 
presidency,” one State Depart- 
ment official said last year. 

U.S. troops started leaving 
Somalia after 18 soldiers were 
killed in a firefight — consi- 
dered an unacceptable level of 
casualties for the world’s only 
superpower in the post cold 
war world. 


"'So what aig U.S. priorities, 
add what sfitiuld they be? 

During the cold war,~U.S. 

foreign policy consisted of 
opposing the Soviet Union 
anywhere and everywhere in 
the world. Everything else was 
secondary. 
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According to Boston Uni- 
versity Professor Uri Ra'anan, 
the priority should still be the 
future of Eastern Europe and 
the former Soviet republics. 

“You don’t require a foreign 
policy to do trade. Foreign 
policy has always been and 
remains security policy. It has 
to do with arms agreements, 
the creation of alliances and 
the prevention of weapon pro- 
liferation,” he said. 

In Mr. Ra’aoan’s view, the 
number one task faring Mr. 
Clinton is to rebuild NATO 
into an effective instrument 
that will be able to react to 
arises that are sure to lie ahead 
in Europe. But his view does 
not seem to be shared in the 
administration. 

“In the past, the security 
threat gave us good reason to 
overjook discrepancies in eco- 
nomic relations,” said a senior 
State Department official. 


Russia is vital link in 


NATO’s partnership p lans 

Rv Niphnloc flnnahhl mmi-H nlnn • h ...... ....I : . 


By Nicholas Dongjhty 
Reuter 


BRUSSELS — Eastern Euro- 
pean states are raring to sign 
new military partnership deals 
with NATO but the alliance is 
increasingly worried that Rus- 
sia — the most vital link in the 
chain — may not take part. 

NATO leaders offered 
"partnership for peace” to its 
former Communisr foes, in- 
cluding Russia, at a summit 
one month ago. Poland. 
Ronutia, Lithuania and 
Estonia .jve all signed. Hun- 
gary. Uk;. : nc and Slovakia 
will do so ti.„. week. 

The partnership, which pro- 
vides for j’oint training, 
peacekeeping exercises and 
other military cooperation, 
was designed partly to ease 
Russian fears that NATO 
would rush to take on Mos- 
cow's former satellites as mem- 
bers. 

The idea was billed us a 
chance to include all countries 
in building greater security for 
Europe, while not excluding an 
expansion of NATO at some 
time in the future. 

NATO diplomats said that 
while Russia hud initially wel- 


comed the plan, there were 
now indications that Moscow 
was unhappy with the rush to 
sign up by countries which see 
the partnership as the first step 
towards joining the 16-nation 
alliance. 

"One of the centra! ideas 
behind partnership for peace 
was that it would be a way of 
including Russia, since it is the 
biggest power in Europe and 
the most important part of the 
jigsaw." said one NATO diplo- 
mat. who asked not to be 
identified. 

"We are increasingly wor- 
ried by signals that Moscow 
may not be interested after 
all.” he said. 

Russian Defence Minister 
Pave! Grachev said last week 
Moscow could not support the 
partnership if it was used us a 
vehicle for the integration of 
Eastern European states 
former Soviet republics 
the North Atlantic 
Organisation (NATO). 

The problem is that 
precisely how Eastern 
pean states see it. Romania. 
Poland. Lithuania and Estonia 
all stressed in signing the deal 
a * Headquarters that 


increasingly worried by the rise 
of extreme nationalism in Rus- 
and Moscow's more con: 
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servative line on foreign poli- 
cy. which diplomats say has 
been heavily influenced by the 
military. 

With signs that Russia may 
be edging away from reform, 
those countries are keener 
than ever to find shelter with 
NATO. 

Russia wants U.N. approval 
to take more direct responsibil- 
»y for keeping order in former 
Soviet republics and has raised 
problems recently over a land- 
mark European arms treaty 
which limits the deployment of 

its conventional forces. " 

In addition, there is still ten- 
sion between Moscow and the 
Baltic republics, part of the 
Soviet Union until 1991. • ... 

NATO diplomats say they 
nave received conflicting sig- 
nals from Moscow on the 
partnership for peace” prof* 
osal and that it is unclear wbat 
Russia really means. 

President Boris Yeltsin told 
U.S. President Bill Clinton af- 
ter the NATO summit 
month that Moscow 
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Features 

FAQ sounds alarm: 

Freshwater growing scarce, misused 



ESCWA press release 

' Raising the spectre of sharply 
increased water prices and 
urging agriculture to produce 
more food with less water, the 
annual report of the United 
Nations Food and Agriculture 
Organisation (FAO) on the 
5tate of Food and Agriculture 
1993 labelled freshwater as "an 
increasingly scarce and valu- 
able res o u r ce." 

The report, expressed con- 
cern about the worldwide "fai- 
lure to recognise and issued in 
Rome accept that there is 
u finite supply of water" and 
warned: "As populations ex- 
pand and economies grow, 
competition for limited sup- 
plies will intensify and so wifi 
conflicts among water users.” 

A 78-page special chapter in 
the report, on "Water policies 
and agriculture**, reflected 
concern that "growing water 
scarcity and misuse of freshwa- 
ter pose serious threats to sus- 
rainable development.'* It 
added that “competition 
among agriculture, industry 
and cities for limited water 
supplies is already constraining 
development efforts in many 
countries.” 

In his comments on the re- 
port. FAO Director-General 
Jacques: Diouf, said: “To 
underscore water’s import- 
ance. the FAO is devoting the 
theme of this year's World 
Food Day to ‘Water for Life* 
and will launch a public awar- 
ness campaign." 

With more than two thirds of 
the water withdrawn from 
the earth's rivers, lakes and 
aquifers being used for irriga- 
tion. agriculture is the world's 
largest water user. Some 2.4 
billion people depend on irri- 
gated agriculture for jobs, food 
and incomes. 

Over the next 30 years, the 
report predicts. RO per cent of 
the additional food needed to 
feed the world will have to 
come from irrigated agricul- 
ture. just as increasingly scarce 
water supplies force agricul- 
ture to give up water to cities 
and industries. 

According to the FAO re- 
port. domestic water usejes 
generally' can afford to 


more for water than agricultu- 
ral users, while industrial water 
users provide more jobs, pro- 
duce more income and earn a 
higher rate of return per unit of 
water than agriculture. Agri- 
culture. the report says, "is 
also a relatively low-value, 
low-efficiency and highly subsi- 
dised water user.” 

6 As populations 
expand and 
economies 
grow, 

competition for 
limited supplies 
will intensify 
and so will 
conflicts among 
users’ 


Water quantity and quality 
requirements differ widely de- 
pending on the use. The report 
cites a private study which 
calculates that about 15.0(H) 
cubic metres of water and nor- 
mally sufficient to irrigate one 
hectare of rice. “This same 
amount.” adds the study, "can 
supply: 1(H) nomads and 450 
heads of stock for three years: 
or 100 rural families through 
house connections for four 
years: or 100 urban families for 
two years: or 100 luxury hotel 
guests for 55 days." 

Though the rising cost of 
water will present another 
obstacle for developing coun- 
tries. the report said higher 
water prices should encourage- 
farmers to use water more effi- 
ciently. while promoting wa- 
ter-saving technologies. 

Today, despite "huge invest- 
ments and subsidies." the re- 
port said, "irrigation perform- 
ance indicators are falling short 
of expectations for yield in- 
creases. area irrigated and 
technical efficiency in water 
use. As much as 60 per cent of 
the water diverted or pumped 
for irrigation is wasted: ini too 
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many cases this excess water 
seeps hack into the ground, 
causing waterlogging and salin- 
ity. As much as one quarter of 
all irrigated land in developing 
countries suffers from varying 
degrees of salinisation.” 

Several countries are already 
improving agriculture water 
use through administrative re- 
form policies, investment in 
irrigation management and 
irrigation rehabilitation. But 
the report recommends (hat 
countries must do more than 
encourage innovations in wa- 
ter-saving technologies: they 
must also establish a structure 
of pricing incentives, regula- 
tions. permits, restrictions and 
penalties to encourage the effi- 
cient use of water. 

The developing world needs 
irrigated agriculture to in- 
crease incomes, improve pro- 
duction and ensure food secur- 
ity into the next century, 
according to (he FAO. 

The State of Food and Agri- 
culture 1993 analyses issues 
that could have major impacts 
on global food and agriculture 
policies. Jr stresses that a worl- 
dwide economic recovery is 
needed to stimulate agricultu- 
ral growth and trade and pre- 
dicts some improvement in 
agricultural commodity prices 
during 1994. following the 
downward slide of the last 10 
years. 

The report also looks at 
opportunities to produce a 
wider range of better quality 
agricultural products through 
biotechnology. The report 
warns, however, that inadequ- 
ate distribution of biotechnolo- 
gy could aggravate socio-eco- 
nomic imbalances. Developing 
countries and poorer farmers 
face difficulties in absorbing 
new technologies, while tech- 
nological substitutes for agri- 
cultural products, like artificial 
vanilla, may jeopardise exports 
from developing countries. 

In a region-by-region re- 
view. the report produced 
these findings: 

— In Asia, while improved 
|seed and fertiliser technology, 
complemented with a vast ex- 
pansion in irrigation facilities, 
removed the spectre of hun-- 


per from many Asian coun- 
tries. in some cases, it was 
leading to environmental de- 
gradation 

— In Latin America, curren- 
cy overvaulation was a major 
influence behind the weakness 
in agricultural exports. Added 
to that was the dramatic fall of 
commodity prices, affecting 
several of the main export pro- 
ducts of the region. 

— In Central and Eastern 
Europe, reform and the uncer- 
tainty surrounding privatisa- 
tion and property rights con- 
tinued to influence the region's 
agricultural production nega- 
tively. 

— Africa was still the conti- 
nent most seriously affected by . 
food shortages, requiring ex- 
ceptional emergency assist- 
ance. Food security has been a 
major preoccupation in the re- 
gion. 

In a detailed analysis of the 
situation in Africa, the report 
highlighted some bright de- 
velopments. including u prog- 
ramme launched by Senegal 
that aims to achieve 8(1 per cent 
self-sufficiency in food. 

However, the report said, 
about 20 per cent of the people 
in the developing world, some 
780 million, arc chronically 
undernourished, consuming 
too little food to meet even 
minimal energy needs. 
"Approximately 192 million 
children under five years of age 
suffer from acute or chronic 
protein-energy malnutrition.” 

The report also notes that 
there have been a number of 
impressive achievements in 
food availability over the last 
few decades. It states that the 
number of people in develop- 
ing regions suffering from 
chronic malnutrition has de- 
clined consistently, from 36 per 
cent to 20 per cent, even 
though the world population 
has increased. 

The FAO publishes The 
State of Food and Agriculture 
each year as part of its con- 
tinuing effort to focus world 
attention on the major issues 
constraining increased agri- 
cultural production and more, 
equitable distribution of the 
food supply. 


(Continued from page 1) 
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existing tax structure to de- 
termine whether it would 
lead to high prices in die 
market and harden the 
poor,” said a source. "By the 
time attention was given to 
the details, it was too late 
because people had already 
framed their opinion and 
judged that the sales tax was 
no good for Jordan.” 

Mr. Gammoh conceded 
Monday that there were dif- 
fering viewpoints over the 
draft law, which has been 
under discussion for the past 
30 months, and the final draft 
was endorsed with a dear 
understanding that the low- 
income group would be pro- 
tected against any increase in 
prices. 

According to officials 
familiar with die final draft, 
the law sets 10 per cent as a 
genera] rate of tax and allows 
the rate to go up to 20 per 
cent for luxury items. 

_ Any further upward revi- 
■sion of the rate and the 
; second phase of the tax to 
include the services sector 
wQl have to have parliamen- 
tary endorsement in the form 
of a separate law. 

The draft law, according to 
the officials, provides for the 
tax to be levied on landed 
cost plus customs duties on 
imported products. 

Importers, represented by 
the Chamber of Commerce, 
were demanding that the levy 
be calculated on tbe landed 


cost excluding customs, while, 
local industries, represented 
by the Chamber of Industry, 
argued that this would give 
an edge to imported products 
over locally manufactured 
goods. 

Manufacturers also argued 
that they would be subject to 
double taxation; first when 
their raw materials enter the 
country and again when the 
finished products leave their 
production plants. But this 
dispute was over by a prop- 
osed arrangement under 
which tbe taxes paid on entry 
of raw material will be re- 
duced from the tax calculated 
on final products. 

Among other differences 
that held up the draft law was 
over the duration of the first 
stage of implementing the tax 
before expanding its cover- 
age of non-trade sectors of 
the economy. 

A range of products, most- 
ly basic foodstuff, medicine 
and educational materials, 
are exempted from the tax. 

In essence tbe sales will 
replace a consumption tax 
which took effect in 1992, 
and proponents of the draft 
law say that there would not 
be any immediate price rises 
in the market since the levy 
was not an addition. 

But businessmen are not 
convinced, and Parliament 
might turn out to be the final 
judge in tbe controversy. 


Abu Nidal behind Maayteh murder 


* 

(Continued Grom page 1) 
Maaytah, the embassy’s first 
secretary, outside his Beirut 
home on Jan. 29 and seized 
some documents from his 
briefcase. 

His Majesty King Hussein, 
who was away on an official 
visit to the U.S., when Mr. 
Maaytah was murdered, told 
rcportersupon his return that 
Jordan would not be “intimi- 
dated by cowards and 


cowardly acts." 

“We have paid dearly in 
blood in the past for our 
principles, our ideals ... I 
don’t think that there are any 
in this world who can intimi- 
date this country,” the King 
said. 

“Nobody can murder a na- 
tion and I think here we have 
a nation which stands proud 
and wiD continue to stand 
proud,” he added. 


Aden, Sanaa trade charges 


(Continued from page 1) 
and the airforce command in 
Sanaa and Hodeida are held 
responsible for the consequ- 
ences of such illegal acts which 
represent a serious precedent 
threatening flights in the 
Yemeni airspace and harming 

Yemen’s reputation.” 

He called for the immediate 
release of the plane, its cargo 


and crew, Mr. King said the 
British Foreign Office had 
been informed of the incident. 

President A li Abdullah 
Saleh and Vice-President Ali 
Salem Al Beedh have been 
locked in a bitter feud for 
months which threatens to tear 
the country apart. Hie two 
ruled North and South Yemen 
respectively until the merger. 


Arafat, Peres seek deal 

(Continued from page 1) 


with Mr. Peres. 

Israel had warned that Mr. 
Peres would not travel to Cairo 
without an assurance of a 
meeting with the PLO chair- 
man. 

“It depends on the willingess 
of tbe Palestinians to come to 
Cairo, as was agreed in 
Davos,” said Mr. Rabin on 
Israeli radio. 

Egypt’s Foreign Minister 
Amr Musa salvaged tbe meet- 
ing by contacting both Mr. 
Peres and Mr. Arafat by tele- 
phone late Sunday, tbe PLO 
representative in Cairo, Said 
Kamal, told reporters. 

Israel and the PLO are to try 
to iron out differences which 
have held up implementation 
of their Sept. 13 autonomy 
accord. Under the deal, Israeli 
troops were to have started 
pulling out of Gaza and Jericho 
on December 13. 

The main stumbling-blocks 
in tiie negotiations have been 
the control of crossing points 
from the the autonomous areas 
into Egypt and Jordan, and 
security measures for Jewish 
settlers in Gaza. 

But Mr. Peres and Mr. Ara- 
fat agreed in Davos that Israel 
would grant autonomy to ab- 
out 55 square kilometres of 
land around Jericho, according 
to the Israeli press. 

Mr. Kama! said the Palesti- 
nians “want to end the de- 


lays.” 

“We want to end the vicious 
drde in which the negotiations 
are being held, to be able to 
draft all the clauses of the 
accord.” 

Nabil Shaath, the PLO’s 
chief autonomy negotiator, 
said the Israelis had made 
statements apparently re- 
nouncing what was achieved in 
Davos. 

“The ‘miracles’ of Mr. 
Rabin are blocking the way,” 
Dr. Shaath told AFP, referring 
to tbe prime minister’s com- 
ments last week that it would 
take a miracle to have a final 
accord this week. 

Mr. Rabin has said it needs 
three or four more weeks, 
while Mr. Arafat has said he 
would be ready to sign an 
accord in Cairo. 

“Hie PLO hopes that we 
will reach an accord based on 
what was achieved at Davos," 
said Dr. Shaath. “But the 
Israelis have gone back on 
what was achieved at the 
Davos talks, when the two 
sides were dose to au accord.” 

The PLO on Sunday 
appealed to tbe United States 
and Russia, co-sponsors of the 
Middle East peace initiative 
launched in 1991, to “press- 
ure” Israel into “rapidly” with- 
drawing its troops from tbe 
Gaza Strip and Jericho. 


4 Israeli soldiers killed 

(Continued from page 1) 


the first in South Lebanon 
since Dec. 10, when an officer 
.was killed after his tank was hit 
by a rocket. 

Hizbollah said in a statement 
broadcast by its radio station 
that its fighters carried out the 
ambush in re membe ranee of 
their leader. Sheikh Abbas 
Musawi, killed Feb. 16, 1992, 
in an Israeli helicopter raid. 

Another Hizbollah figure, 
Sheikh Raghed Harb, a fiery 
anti-Israeli resistance leader 
and preacher, was assassinated 
in the village of Jibsheet Feb. 
16, 1984. Hizbollah blamed the 
Israelis, who occupied the re- 
gion at the time. 

The guerrillas also carried 
out two other bomb attacks 
Monday on patrols from the 


Israeli army and its proxy 
South Lebanon Army (SLA), 
militia apparently causing no 
casualties. 

Israeli forces and the SLA 
retaliated by pounding guerril- 
la positions with Howitzers. 

By late afternoon, the 
Israelis had fired more than 
200 artillery and tank rounds, 
and the guerrillas had un- 
leashed about 50 Katyusha 
rockets and scores of mortar 
rounds, the sources said. 

In terms of weapons de- 
ployed and the area engulfed 
in fire, Monday’s violence was 
the worst in seven months. At 
least 148 people were killed 
and 500 wounded in a week- 
long Israeli air, sea and land 
blitz in July. 
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A breakthrough on tuberculosis 


By Lawrence K. Altman 

NEW YORK — Tuberculosis 
researchers have made a 
laboratory discovery that they 
say paves the way for the de- 
velopment of new and more 
powerful drugs against the in- 
fectious disease, which has be- 
come a growing public health 
threat throughout the world. 

As strains of tbe tubercle 
bacillus have become resistant 
to the drugs that have long 
controlled the infection, tuber- 
culosis has once again become 
a deadly disease in tbe United 
States, as well as in less de- 
veloped countries. 

Only a few years ago, the 
U.S. government set the year 
2010 as the date for eliminating 
tuberculosis from tbe country. 
But now federal health officials 
say the disease is out of control 
in several areas, including New 
York City, where it has be- 
come a major problem in hos- 
pitals and homeless shelters 
and among people who are 
infected with HIV/ the virus 
that causes AIDS. Mycobac- 
terium tuberculosis, the' bac- 
terium that causes the disease, 
has become resistant to as 
many as seven drags. 

The resurgence of tuberculo- 
sis has spurred a new wave of 
research, reported in the jour- 
nal Science by researchers 
from New York and New Zea- 
land. 

The discovery seems to ex- 
plain bow isoniazid, a key anti- 
tuberculosis drag, kills the 
tubercle bacillus. Even though 
isoniazid has been one of the 
main weapons in the control of 
tuberculosis since 1952, scien- 
tists have never understood 
how it works. 

Doctors prescribe isoniazid 
to prevent full-fledged disease 
in people who have recently 
shown evidence of infection in 
a tuberculin skin test and to 
treat tbe disease. But with the 
rise of new cases of drug- 
resistant tuberculosis, experts 
are no longer certain about its 
effectiveness. 

The new study reports on 
the discovery of a gene in M. 
tuberculosis called inhA, for 
isonicptinic acid hydrazide. 
The gene directs tbe produc- 
tion of an enzyme that the 
researchers suspect helps chain 
lipids to each other. They be- 
lieve isoniazid works by target- 
ing the enzyme and interfering 
with tbe lipids to kill the bac- 
terium. 

One of the main goals is to 
use the discovery of tbe gene to 
find new drags to overcome 
the currently drug-resistant 
strains of tuberculosis. As a 
crucial step in pursuit of that 
goal, the researchers are in the 
process of crystallising the en- 
zyme in the laboratory to see 
its three-dimensional struc- 
ture. 

The researchers also are ex- 
ploring the possibility of using 
the crystallised enzyme to de- 
velop drags against a bacterial 
cousin of tuberculosis known 
as M. avium. It produces a 
common problem among peo- 
ple with AIDS that is difficult 
to treat. 

“By identifying the target 
enzyme, we now have the 
knowledge we need to over- 
come resistance to this drug,” 
said Dr. Wiliam R. Jacobs Jr., 
the head of the New York 
research team and a researcher 
at the Albert Einstein College 
of Medicine in the Bronx. 
“The idea is that by under- 
standing this protein, the 
target, we should be able to 
begin to make drugs that will 
substitute for isoniazid and be 
better.” 

Another dividend of the new 
findings might be the develop- 
ment of more rapid tests to 


detect drug-resistant tubercu- 
losis, Dr. Jacobs said. He said 
his team still had an incom- 
plete picture of precisely how 
isoniazid kills the tubercle 
bacillus, but ir has hypothe- 
sized how the microbe might 
develop resistance to isoniazid. 
This could occur either 
through a mutation chat blocks 
isoniazid from binding to it or 
through the manufacture of 
large amounts of the enzyme, 
which would nullity isoniazid’s 
effect. “If we understand ex- 
actly how isoniazid binds, we 
should be able to design drags 
that would bind and kill the 
bacterium.” 

In the research that led to 
the discovery of the gene. Dr. 
Jacobs’s team began collabor- 
ating with Dr. Paul Atkinson, 


the head of a laboratory in 
New Zealand. His team’s re- 
search in Upper Hut, New 
Zealand, is focused on M. 
bovis, an important infection 
of cattle. 

Both teams identified a 
mutation in tbe inhA gene that 
produced drag resistance. The 
researchers used different 
members of the mycobacter- 
ium family. The New York 
team identified the mutation in 
M. smegmatis and the New 
Zealand group found it in M. 
bovis. 

That was strong but only 
partial proof that they had 
found the target for isoniazid 
and that it was the enzyme 
produced by inhA. 

The next step is to crystallise 
the enzyme, thereby providing 


a three-dimensional picture of 
the protein. "With that, you 
can begin to see how the iso- 
niazid actually binds to the 
molecule and how it works,” 
Dr. Jacobs said. 

Dr. Jacobs said his team 
could not undertake such crys- 
tallisation studies until it had 
found the target. “Before this 
we did not know what to crys- 
tallise,” he said. “Now we 
know this is the protein we 
want to do the crystal structure 
on." 

Dr. Jacobs also said that he 
has found hints that inhA 
might have implications 
beyond tuberculosis and he 
speculated that the discovery 
“might open up the way to 
make a whole new class of 
broad-spectram antibiotics” — 
New York Times. 
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ADVERTISEMENT FOR STAFF 


DEVELOPMENT ALTERNATIVES, INC. , A U.S. -BASED 
INTERNATIONAL CONSULTING FIRM IS SEEKING CANDIDATES FOR THE 
FOLLOWING POSITIONS TO STAFF AN OFFICE IN AMMAN TO SUPPORT 
THE WATER QUALITY IMPROVEMENT AND CONSERVATION PROJECT : 

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT : SEEKING CANDIDATES (LOCAL AMERICANS 
HIRE) SKILLED IN OFFICE MANAGEMENT AND ADMINISTRATION WITH THE 
FOLLOWING QUALIFICATIONS: 

• EXCELLENT ADMINISTRATIVE AND ORGANIZATIONAL SKILLS 

• FLUENCY IN ORAL AND WRITTEN ENGLISH, SOME ARABIC PREFERRED 

• PROFICIENCY WITH PC-BASED SOFTWARE INCLUDING 
WORDPERFECT 5.1 AND LOTUS 123. DESKTOP PUBLISHING SKILLS HELPFUL 

• FAMILIARITY WITH USAID PROCEDURES AND REGULATIONS PREFERRED 

• COLLEGE DEGREE 

PROJECT SECRETARY : SEEKING CANDIDATES (JORDANIANS) WITH THE 
FOLLOWING QUALIFICATIONS : 

• EXCELLENT WORDPROCESSING SKILLS 

• PROFICIENCY WITH PC-BASED SOFTWARE 
WORDPERFECT 5.1 AND LOTUS 123 

• GOOD ORGANIZATIONAL SKILLS 

• FLUENCY IN ENGLISH AND ARABIC REQUIRED 

• TYPING MINIMUM OF 70 WPM 

• ABILITY TO TAKE DICTATION PREFERRED 


PROJECT ACCOUNTANT : SEEKING CANDIDATES (JORDANIANS) WITH THE 
FOLLOWING QUALIFICATIONS : 

• FAMILIARITY WITH USAID FINANCIAL REPORTING PROCEDURES 

• EXCELLENT COMMAND OF COMPUTERIZED ACCOUNTING SYSTEMS • 

• BILINGUAL IN ENGLISH AND ARABIC 

• COLLEGE DEGREE IN ACCOUNTING OR RELATED FIELDS 

DRIVER : BILINGUAL IN ENGLISH AND ARABIC 

APPLICATIONS FROM INTERESTED PERSONS ALONG WITH CVS SHOULD 
BE RECEIVED NO LATER THAN FEBRUARY 14, 1994 AT THE FOLLOWING 
ADDRESS. 


USAID/WEA 

C/O AMERICAN EMBASSY 
P.O.BOX 354 
AMMAN, JORDAN 
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J apan’s current account surplus 

.7% to record $13 lb 




-:-TOKYO (AFP) — Japan 
--.struggled with a new embar- 
r>'sassment of riches on Monday, 
announcing an 11.7 per cent 
ieap in its current-account sur- 


] J £jus to a record S131 billion 
‘ Mast vea 


year as talks were to re- 


■i»ume in Washington on U.S.- 


Japanese trade problems. 

The gigantic surplus 
'■^announced by the finance 
•'Ministry surpassed the pre- 
nous all-time high of SI 18 bil- 
lion in 1992. The imbalance 
'' included a record $141 billion 
surplus in merchandise trade, 
up 6.9 per cent, in some of the 
most sensitive areas under 
negotiation in Washington, as 
’.-'well as the smallest deficit in 
’ invisible trade in 20 years. 

The invisible trade deficit, 
: -measuring a country's trade in 
services such as tourism and 
. - -hipping along with investment 
income and other items, 
shrank 61.6 per cent from a 
ear earlier to $3.9 billion. 

In yen terms, however, 

. .Japan's current account sur- 
f ~~ilus narrowed for the first time 
.—i three years, shrinking from 
; 4.9 trillion yen to 14.6 trillion 
- -'sn to reflect the impact of the 
i en’s sharp appreciation last 
ear. 

; ' "The trend has been chang- 
‘ ng,” said Hiroshi Uchimura, 


director of research at the fi- 
nance ministry's International 
Finance Bureau. “As far as we 
can see from recent figures, the 
scale of the surplus has con- 
tinued to shrink.” 

The ministry said the record 
trade surplus was fuelled by 
brisk exports of semiconduc- 
tors. automotive parts and 
ships along with the reduced 
value of Japanese imports of 
crude oil. Overall exports 
climbed 6.2 per cent to $351 
billion while imports advanced 
5.7 per cent to $210 billion. 

Negotiators were to launch a 
fresh effort in Washington 
Monday aimed at reaching 
agreement on trade ahead of a 
summit there on Friday be- 
tween President Bill Clinton 
and Japanese Prime Minister 
Morihiro Hosokawa. 

The stumbling block lies on 
“numerical targets” demanded 
by the United States for open- 
ing Japan's markets in key- 
sectors, such as automotive 
trade, which accounts for 
roughly half of Japan's $50 
billion surplus on trade with 
the United States. 

U.S. Trade Representative 
Mickey Kan tor, frustrated by 
poor progress last week, issued 
a veiled warning, saying the 
United States had "other op- 


tions" other than negotiations 
tar dealing with lopsided trade. 

The sharply smaller invisible 
trade deficit, which helped to 
inflate the current account im- 
balance as much as the surplus 
in merchandise trade, mainly 
reflected increased inflows of 
investment income. 

Such inflows rose 14 per cent 
to more than $41 billion, the 
ministry said. Inflows of in- 
terest and divided income adv- 
anced 15 per cent from- a year 
earlier to almost $35 billion 
while inflows of income from 
direct investments abroad 
climbed nine per cent to more 
than $6 billion. 

A Bank of Japan official said 
higher income from dividend 
payments was the main factor 
behind the increase. Other fac- 
tors were income from in- 
terest-rate swaps along with 
interest on loans made by 
Japanese banks abroad, he 
said. 

Japan's travel deficit was 
fractionally higher at £23.3 bil- 
lion while the transport deficit 
was up 14 per cent at $11.4 
billion, mainly as a result of 
reduced income from freight 
transactions which was more 
than halved. 

The balance-of-payments fi- 
gures also showed that 


Japanese investors bought a 
record $3.5 billion worth of 
foreign stocks in December, 
boosting net purchases in 1993 
to a four-year high of $15.3 
billion. 

The heavy buying, which 
helped boost long-term capital 
outflows almost threefold to 
$78.1 billion last year, re- 
flected growing Japanese in- 
terest in booming stock mar- 
kets, the central bank official 
said. 

Another major factor boost- 
ing capital outflows was net 
sales of Japanese securities by 
foreign investors which hit a 
record $11.1 billion reflecting 
heavy redemptions of bonds 
issued abroad in the late 19SQs. 

In December alone, the cur- 
rent account surplus was up 9.3 
per cent at $12.6 billion. "Hie 
trade surplus alone expanded 
8.7 per cent to $14.1 billion 
with exports leaping 6.1 per 
cent to $31.7 billion while im- 
ports climbed a slower 4.2 per 
cent to £17.6 billion. 

The invisible trade deficit for 
the month was $1.2 billion, up 
32 per cent. The deficit in the 
long-term capital account bal- 
looned to $9.8 billion, more 
than five times higher than 
December the previous year. 


Clinton m 



WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
The U.S. government released 
Monday a tight $1.52 trillion 
budget for 1995. aimed at re- 
ducing the budget deficit to 
5176 billion, its lowest level in 


* six year. 

The budget is based on pro- 
jected economic growth of 2.7 
cTper cent in fiscal 1995, down 
three per cent this year. 
£?with inflation forecast at 3.2 
,v_per cent, up from three per 
odnt this year, according to the 
- ^-figures released Monday. 

- Unemployment is forecast to 
jvall to six per cent in 1995 from 
per cent this year. 
J/TThe figures released Mon- 
j£tjay revised the 1994 inflation 
^forecast down from an earlier 


estimate of 3.3 per cent. 

Spending for fiscal 1995. be- 
ginning Oct. 1, is forecast at 
$1.52 trillion, with revenue 
forecast at $1.34 trillion. 

The defence budget edges 
up from $260.9 billion to 
$263.7 billion, although the 
money will be eaten up by a 
pay hike for the military and 
personnel will be cut seven per 
cent. 

But money is switched into 
jobs, recognising that employ- 
ment is still dragging behind 
the rest of the economic re- 
covery. 

The budget for fiscal 1995, 
beginning Oct. 1, cuts 115 
federal programmes, for a sav- 
ing of some $3.25 biHion, but 


budget 


provides cash for highway con- 
struction and an educational 
boost for the country's poorest 
children. 

And it will take the deficit 
down to $176.1 billion, under a 
$500 billion deficit reduction 
plan put forward by President 
Bill Clinton last year. 

That is $126 billion less than 
Mr. Ginton forecast a year 
ago, and the best deficit show- 
ing since 1989, when it stood at 
S 152.5 billion. 

While the deficit reduction 
plan has generally been good 
news for the economy, pushing 
down interest rates and en- 
couraging investment, unem- 
ployment remains a problem. 

The U.S. jobless rate was 


6.7 per cent in January, a rise 
of 0.3 per cent from a month 
earlier although the Labour 
Department said this was 
largely due to the introduction 
of a new method of calcula- 
tion, and that under the new 
system the figure was down. 

The budget includes some 
$400 million extra to help train 
workers who lose their jobs as 
a result of foreign competition, 
but another programme aimed 
at helping disadvantaged 
young people find a first job 
has been cut. 


The defence budget is 
spared the draconian cuts of 
last year, when its budget was 
trimmed by $12 billion. 



.79 billion 



ABU DHABI (R) - The Un- 
ited Arab Emirates (UAE) 
cabinei Monday approved a 
1994 budget that would cut 
spending by one per cent and 
slightly reduced the federal de- 
ficit. the official Emirates news 
agency WAM reported. 

It said 1994 spending by the 
UAE federal government was 
budgeted at" 17.61 billion 
dirhams ($4.97 billion) down 
from 17.63 billion dirhams 
($4.8 billion) in 1993. 

WAM said the cabinet 
approved revenues of 16.2 bil- 
lion dirhams ($4.4 billion) up 
slightly from 15.9 billion 
dirhams ($4.3 billion) in 1993. 

The 1994 deficit dropped by 
322.6 million dirhams ($87.9 
million) to 1.4 billion dirhams 


($381.5 million) from 1-7 bil- 
lion dirhams ($463.3 million) 
in 1993. 

WAM said the Federal 
National Council (FNC) will 
discuss the budget Tuesday be- 
fore it is presented to the Sup- 
reme National Council of the 
rulers of the UAE’s seven emi- 
rates. 

WAM said the FNC. an 
appointed consultative council, 
will receive 15 million dirhams 
($4 million) and ihe Emirates 
University budget will be 533 
million dirhams ($145 million). 
Other technical and training 
institutes will receive about 149 
million dirhams ($40 million). 

The UAE last year set up its 
first Federal Environmental 
Agency which has a 1994 


budget of five million dirhams 
(SI. 4 million). 

UAE minister of finance and 
industry Ahmad Humaid Al 
Tayer said last month that the 
UAE W3S recalculating prop- 
osed expenditure because of 
low oil prices in 1993, when the 
Arab Gulf oil exporter had 
based its budget on a barrel of 
oil costing 516. 

Sheikh Tayer said the UAE 
bases its budget on how much 
the UAE’s main oil producing 
emirates. Abu Dhabi and 
Dubai, earn from crude ex- 
ports. He did not give a speci- 
fic price per barrel on which 
the 1994 budget was based. 

There has been no signifi- 
cant change in Federal spend- 
ing for several years in the 


seven-state UAE because of 
the reluctance of .wealthier 
members Abu Dhabi and 
Dubai to increase contnlm. 
tions at a time when the poorer 
UAE emirates continue to pay 
nothing towards federal costs. 

The ministry has urged 
federal ministries to bold down 
their spending estimates for 
the year which started on Jan. 
1 because of low oil prices. The 
budget will be backdated to the 
beginning of the year. 

Abu Dhabi, which produces 
most of the UAE's 2.161 mil- 
lion barrels per day of crude, is 
believed to contribute about 8tt 
per cent of the budget and the 
rest is provided by Dubai and 
income from indirect taxes and 
fees. 


urges 
outlays, cut ‘welfare 


wedeu to slash public 


PARIS (AFP) — Sweden is 
headed for a modest export-led 
recovery from its worst reces- 
sion since the 1930s but must 
act urgently to curb balooning 
public deficits and jobless rates 
and reform its costly "cradle- 
to-crave” welfare system, the 
OECD said Monday. 

With public spending run- 
ning at over 70 per cent of 
GDP and snowballing public 
debt boosting structural de- 
ficits, the onus must be on 
cutting outlays. And Sweden's 
extensive welfare system “can 
not escape fundamental re- 
form,” it said. 

The limits of sound financing 
of welfare spending have been 
surpassed and "the country 
cannot simply continue as if 
nothing has happened.” The 
Organisation for Economic 
Cooperation and Development 
(OECD) said in its latest sur- 
vey of the Swedish economy. 

The survey set unemploy- 
ment, taking in people benefit- 
ting from labour market 
schemes, at an "unacceptable 
high" rate of 13 per cent and 
put the 1993 general govern- 
ment deficit at a towering 14 
per cent of gross domestic pro- 
duct (GDP). 

The combination of these 
two factors left no easy 
choices, the report said. A 
"delicate balance" must be 


struck between financial res- 
traint and support for demand, 
and between budgetary string- 
ency and monetary easing. 

But two issues must be tack- 
led with "a great sense of 
urgency" — making timely in- 
roads into high unemployment 
"before it becomes entren- 
ched" and reining in govern- 
ment spending “before the 
rapidly rising public debt gets 
out of hand.” 

The OECD traced the crisis 
to "misguided policies in the 
1980s, when financial dergula- 
tion preceed a long overdue 
tax reform, creating a "bubble 
economy" effect 

Since monetary policy was 
geared to exchange-rate party, 
no room was left for interest 
rates hikes to combat over- 
heating caused by loan-fi- 
nanced consumption and spe- 
culative investment. 

When recession began in 
1991, moving the budget from 
surplus into growing deficit, 
the krona came under pressure 
and had to be floated by 
November 1992. The report 
said. 

Market-share gains from a 
23 per cent drop in the krona’s 
value since then, and a gradual 
upturn in key European export 
markets should now enable the 
economy to pul) out of the 
doldrums. 
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ABU DHABI (AFP) — Two 
more Omani banks are plan- 
ning to merge to benefit from 
attractive incentives offered by 
the central bank to encourage 
mergers as part of overall eco- 
nomic reforms in the oil-rich 
Gulf state. 

.The Oman Arab Bank 
lOAB) and the Oman-Euro- 
pean Bank (OEB) have been 
involved in negotiations for 
merger, which will be the third 
iq'Oman since the central bank 
announced the incentives three 
years ago. bankers have said. 

; "We are holding negotia- 
tes but they are still in their 
initial stages.” OAB General 
Manager Abdul Qadir Askalan 


told AFP by telephone from 
Muscat. 

“The capitals of both banks 
already meet the requirements 
set by the central bank but the 
merger is in line with the gov- 
ernment policy to cut the num- 
ber of banks and strengthen 
the banking sector," he 
pointed out. 

Oman had 11 national banks 
and 12 foreign units before 
mergers were launched and the 
central bank issued instruc- 
tions for raising their capital to 
at least 10 million Omani 
riyals ($26 million). 

The first mergers involved 
the Bank of Muscat with Al 
Ahli Bank and the Oman 


Commercial Bank with the 
Omani Al Masraf institutions. 
All of them merged to ensure 
their capital meet central bank 
requirements and to rase their 
adequacy in line with guide- 
lines by the Bank for Interna- 
tional Settlement (BIS). 

Centra] bank incentives for 
merging banks indude a de- 
posit of 10 million riyals ($26 
million) for 10 years with an 
interest rate of three per cent 
and exemption of taxes on 
profits for five years. 

Officials have said they 
wanted to halve the number of 
banks on the grounds the local 
market is relatively small. 

“Mergers will strengthen the 


banking sector as they will 
boost the financial position of 
banks and cut competition in 
the local market,” said Mansur 
Al Zakwani. banking chief at 
the Omani Chamber of Com-, 
merce and Industry. “This will’ 
also enable banks to face fore- 
ign competition." 

Mr. Askalan, whose bank is 
owned by the Jordanian Arab 
Bank and the Omani Interna- 
tional Company for Develop- 
ment and Investment, said 
merging with OEB could give 
birth to a bank with a capital of 
20 million riyals (552 million) 
as the two have a capital of $26 
million each. 

“We do not want to talk 


about the situation now as we 
have not yet entered into de- 
tails. but we might raise the 
capital later,” he said. 

Other Gulf states are urging 
fceir banks to merge or raise 
Weir capital to strenghten their 
finandal position and meet the 
eight per cent level set by BIS 
as a floor for capital adequacy, 
the ratio between shareholders 
equity and assets. The BIS 
move, which took effect in 
January, is intended to ensure 
banks worldwide have enough 
funds to face a finandal crisis. 

Most of them ’ ave reported 
positive results of their mea- 
sures, which included stronger 
intervention in banks, regular 


inspection of their balance 
sheets and incentives to merg-, 
ing units. In the United Arab 
Emirates, officials said the 
adequacy of the country's 47 
banks had exceeded 10 per 
cent. 


The banking measures in 
Oman run parallel with large- 
scale reforms to revive the 
economy and lessen reliance 
on unstable oil earnings. 

The reforms indude priva- 
tisations, freeing interest rates 
on loans, new incentives to 
investors, opening up the stock 
market, and upgrading the in- 
frastructure to attract foreign 
capital. 


By Glasbergen 



"When the marriage counselor told us 
to play together more she meant 
golf or bowling... not Barbies!” 
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Unscramble ihese tour Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 


I THAT SCRAMBLES WORD GAME 
^ £ by Honri Arnold and Mike Arglrion 
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Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the sur;>nie jr.S'.vor 35 suq- 
ger.wd by the above cartoon. 
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r~ Yesterday’s 


Jumbles: BATON RAJAH 


(Answers tomorrow) 
FRIGID MAGPIE 


Answer. How the fisherman caught his limit in the 
TRIN 


sound - WITH A "HERRING AID * 


The Dog -That 
Most Magnif icent of 
All Creatures. 
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FbREMAN? A UTTlE 
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A FOREMAN? 9-- 
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But a rebound in export- 
oriented sectors may be 
accompanied by continued 
weak domestic demand, with 
fiscal tightening restraining 
real income growth and the 
poor jobs outlook and debt 
consolidation damping house- 
hold spending this year. 

The OECD foresaw a slow 
upturn starting with 1994 
growth of 1.5 per cent and a 
1995 pick-up at 2.2 per cent, 
both in 1991 and 1992 and by 
another 2.7 per cent last year. 

But it said officially recorded 
unemployment, sharply up 
from two per cent of the labour 
force in 1990 to about eight per 
cent last year, could rise furth- 
er to nearly nine per cent be- 
fore beginning to fall slowly. 

A few bright spots in tbe 
picture included progress in 
curbing inflation and a likely 
rise in the current account 
from rough balance in 1993 to 


a surplus of 2-7 per cent of 
GDP by end-1995. 

Progress in cutting the 
budget deficit might be slow 
despite plans to eliminate the 
structural deficit over five 
years through spendiig cuts 
totalling 80 billion kronor 
(nearly $10 billion), the OECD 
said, arguing the asefbr im- 
mediate cuts to strengthen 
policy credibility. 

It also endorsed the central 
bank's two per cent inflation 
target and its caution in reduc- 
ing short-term interest rates. 
Structural policies would be 


important for restoring econo- 

OECD said. 


mic stability, the 

urging steps to shake np labour 
markets and remove obstacles 
to wage flexibility. 

Preventing high 
merit from becoming _ 
was "an important end In it- 
self’ but also a means of 
budget deficit-reduction 


HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOR TUESDAY FEBRUARY 8, 1994 . 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer. Carroll Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: A 
day when you will have kepi 
promises made associates. Take 
no risks witfa your well estab- 
lished reputation. 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) A 
fine day to get busy making 
improvements to surroundings, 
getting ca?' cleaned and in good 
running order, clothing cleaned, 
etc. 


TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Take the time this morning to 
visit barber or beauty shop so 
tout you are al your best meeting 
others for any creative express- 
ions. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Thoughts of home and family 
should be uppermost in your 
mind now, though you may find 
it necessary to be in the world of 
business for your success. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Don't waste a moment 
of this fine day’s aspects in mak- 
ing and keeping business 
appointments, getting shopping 
done, buying, selling also. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) You 
must make a good impression 
upon higher-ups and kin where 
the handling of financers is con- 
cerned now. no matter what you 
position or profession in life may 
be. 

VIRGO: (August 22 lo Septem- 
ber 22) Take the health and 
beauty treatments you like so 
that you are at your best and can 
then keep those important 


app oin tm ents which are special to 
you. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to Octo- 
ber 22) Since you want things to 
.. be in order and fine condition, 
this is a good day to absent 
yourself from toe soda! whirl and 
caBjtpn earnestly , with tasks' in 
-- m i n i}. 

SCORPIO (October 23 to 
November 21) Be sure you listen 
attentively to the suggestions 
now being given you by a well- 
informed acquaintance, since 
they will bring your personal and 
business goals closer by following 
them quickly. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 
to December 21) If you are most 
conscientious in handling any 
civic or business affairs, yon can 
now increase prestige appreci- 
ably. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Search through your 
paper and every other available 
source for toe information you 
require that will help you to stint 
an upswing in ail of your affairs. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
February 19) Look for more effi- 
cient systems of operating and 
keeping books so that you make 
a greater profit and have kem 
and detail of taxes, i nsu r a nce, 
accounts at your fingertips. 

PISCES: (February 20 to Match 
20) Your partners have the 
planetary force on their side to- 
day. so be sure you ally yourself 
with them fully in order to gam 
benefits. 


THE Daily Crossword 


by Gerald R. Ferguson 


ACROSS 
l EMs — Presley 
5 Puma and lynx 
9 Froth 

14 Floor model 

15 Cam raiser 

16 Word to your 
sweetie 

17 Fervor 

18 Special 
treatment 

19 Zo»a 

20 Theatergoers' 
choice 

23 Diving bird 

24 Cal. tort 

25 Forearm bone 
29 Hansom 

31 Ms James 

35 From one to 
another 

36 Gay — 

38 Seek office 

39 Supreme Court 
decision 

42 Sibling- abOr. 

*3 The — of 

Hoffman"' 

44 More mature 

45 Bitty praceder 

47 Acquire 

48 Stringy stalk 

49 Whitney 

51 NASA "yes" 

52 Party game 

59 Cajruse 

60 Fill up 

61 Nogotoittafi skin 

63 Chicago 
neighbor 

64 — about (circa) 
69 Biro crop 

65 Noblemen 
67 Bus money 
6fl Oefe sandwich 





DOWN 
1 Cutting tool 
3 Stvpotng hazard 

3 Shanf 

4 — contendere 

5 Mojave growth 

6 "it was — and 
stormy 

7 source 

8 Duck 

9 Precipitous 


10 Hoir dressing 

11 Military group 

12 Brooks and 

Tonne 

13 Storm center 

21 Zero 

22 Staid 

25 Holy man 
28 Early warning 

27 “I — choose to 
run” 

28 Bus. abbr. 

29 Prooter-s mark 

30 Oumsy craft 

32 Balderdash 

33 Knob tor a ham 

34 fit to be tied 

36 wan 

37 Inventor's cry? 

40 Johnson 

41 — Abner 
46 Pouts reply 
46 SSc* together 
■*0 Retention rights 
£' Role taker 

52 Beauty mark 

53 Prod 
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64 Beginning 
55 Tumor ot film 


tore 
56 Seven year 
malady 


57 Not often netted 

58 Cicatrix 

59 Wise (to) 

62 Noah's 
limit? 
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Qatar Airways will 
not buy planes now 


‘Waiting mode’ slows down trading at AFM 


r Cent of the 
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r ,r ° m ^ 


DUBAI (R) ~ Qatar’s new airline, Qatar Airwavs, has no plans 
t o buy planes in the near future and would only 'lease passenger 
amraft for now. die company’s chief executive was quoted as 
»P n 8\ rh f. C ^J an . News Agency quoted Sheikh Hamad Bin Ali 
Bin Jabr Ai Than as saying the airline, which started its first 
flights to the United Arab Emirates on Jan. 20, has leased two 

K 8e [P^- T?£ 0m H?™!! Airwa ys and the other from 
Airbus. He (Sheikh Hamad) said there is no intention to buy 
new planes for rhe time being, bur only to lease them from other 
rampames. the agency said. “There are other planes that will 
join Qatar Airways in March," it added. Qatar along with the 
governments of Bahrain, Abu Dhabi and Oman jointly own the 
regional airline Gulf Air. But over the past year both Qatar and 
OmanTiave launched separate airlines. Sheikh Hamad said Qatar 
Airways plans to start services soon to other Arab and interna- 
tional -destinations. 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 
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AMMAN — Trading ai the 
Amman Financial Market 
(AFM) has thinned down since 
the beginning of this week, 
with the weekly volume not 
expected ro exceed JD 22 mil- 
lion compared with the JD 20 
million registered last week, 
dealers said Monday. 

“Investors are in a waiting 
mode," said a dealer. “The 
focus on commercial banks’ 
stocks remains, but many who 
bought such shares are now 
awaiting an announcement of 
Israeli approval of Jordanian 
banks' licences to reopen in the 


occupied territories." 

Central Bank of Jordan 
(CBJ) Governor Mohammad 
Saed Al Nabulsi said three 
weeks ago that the bank had 
issued “preliminary licenses" 
to five banks to reopen seven 
branches in the occupied West 
Bank and Gaza Strip. 

~ The •‘preliminary licences" 
have to be followed up with 
approval from the Bank of 
Israel, a process that is being 
followed up now. in line with 
the Dec. 2 agreement between 
Jordan and Israel. 

“Investors will unload their 
holdings of the shares of those 
banks poised to reopen in the 
West Bank as soon as the 


Israeli approval is granted." 
said the dealer. 

In the meantime, the focus 
shifted last week to industrial 
stocks, which accounted for 46 
per cent of the JD 20 million 
trading followed by commer- 
cial banks with 35 per cent. 

Commercial bank shares had 
accounted for 55 per cent of 
the JD 21.3 million volume in 
(he previous week. 

In the meantime, fresh stock 
of the Islamic Investment 
House were allowed to be 
traded in the market this week. 

Dealers said more than half 
a million of the new shares 
changed hands in the past two 


days, with heavy profittaking. 

The base price for the fresh 
stock as allowed by the con- 
cerned authorities was JD 3, 
and the market price was be- 
tween JD 4.25 and JD 4.5, 
dealers said. 

Old shares of the Islamic 
Investment House fetched up 
to JD 4.7 in view of the up- 
coming distribution of di- 
vidend, they said. 


then that was expected after 
the zeroing in on industrial 
stock that we saw last week." 


In general, however, prices 
remained static so far this 
week. •’There has b*en no 
major rise or decline of any 
share except the profittaking 
on the Islamic Investment 
House,” said the dealer. “But 


Investor interest in industrial 
stock last week was attributed 
to the dearth of commercial 
bank shares in the offing and 
signs that some of the indust- 
rial firms listed in the market 
had already announced or are 
poised to announce plans to 
expand in the occupied terri- 
tories. 

The signing of an economic 
agreement between Jordan 
and the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) on Jan. 7 
and the lifting of certain curbs 
on commercial bank credits 


have boosted investor confi- 
dence in the Jordanian eco- 
nomy and that is reflected in 
the stock market, economists 
say. 

There has been a consistent 
interest on the pan of investors 
on commercial banks in gener- 
al since the beginning of the 
year. 


Commercial bank shares 
accounted for more than 40 per 
cent of trading in the weeks 
that followed the signing of the 
Jordan-PLO accord, which, 
among other things, cleared 
the way for reopening the 
branches of Jordanian banks in 
the occupied territories. 


Egypt to float cement company shares this month 


CAIRO (R) — The Egyptian 
government plans to float 
shares in at least two cement 
companies this month in the 
next stage of its slow privatisa- 


tion programme. 

The chairman of a state 
holding company said ir would 
offer the public some shares in 
Helwan Portland Cement Co. 


and Egyptian Tora Portland 
Cement CO., each of which 
made a profit of about 28 
million pounds (S3 million) in 
the financial year 1992/3. 


“A percentage of the shares 
will be put on the marker later 
this month ... the amount and 
the price will be fixed within a 
week.” said Adel Abdul 


Karim, chairman of the hold- Public Sector Minister Atef 

ing company for Mining and Obeid as saying shares in four 

Refractories. cement companies would be 

floated on the stock exchange 
A Cairo newspaper quoted from this week. 
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PACKMG. AIR FREKaHI 
FORWARDING, OOOR-lo 
DOOR SERVICES ANO 
DELIVERIES . CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE , TICKETS 
AND, RESERVATIONS. 


FOR RENT & SALE 
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' RESTAURANT • 


Many villas and apart- 
ments furnished or unfur- 
nished 


ESSS 


For more details call: 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel. 810605/810609/810520 
Fax: 810520 






Flat .O.Tel 
■ Serviced Suites In 
Grand Hotel Style I * 


INTERNATIONAL DOOR TO DOOR REMOVALS 
GERMAN DRIVERS - AIR - RIDDEN REMOVAL TRUCKS 
VOUR REGULAR LINK TO AND FROM EUROPE 
SPECIALISTS FOR DIPLOMATIC REMOVALS 
IN THE NEAR EAST 

FOR DETAILED INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT ; 


oy ,5 ill fXLdl 

-La.lj jZ J 

UGJ 



EASTERN SERVICES 


OFFICIAL DANZAS AGENT IN JORDAN 
TEL : 621 77S TLX : 23023 FAX : 6S6 270 
PEACE BUILDING - JABAL LWEiBDEK 
AMMAN - JORDAN 






Cheers Cafe' 

OPEN IN RAMADAN 
6:00 PM ~ V. Late 


i£?fTetx» 


cc;' p '-J IP 

V. ii?! .C'\' ■ x--, 



TALK OF THE TOWN 




OpM nJgMiyFranMO PM to 1MAJK 
Empt Sunday Fran 4» PM to3MAM 
Tuesday Cloud 


Td: 685211 Fax: 617779 
Middle East Hotel - Shmeisaai 


' CHEN’S 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers’ Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

MongollaQ Barbaque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and lasie our 
specialities 

Oyen daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

y 6:30 - Midnight . 


£ m ? « rr 

. . . w : -* <| 

' 120 

V \ Authentic 


CHINA 

HOUSE 

Restaurant 


11 OmII 

' 120 

Authentic 
Chinese dishes, 
from aii great re- 
gional cuisine 
styles d China. 
Prepared by oor 
CMwaechds 
Open daily lor 
lunch & dinner 

TikenajsnkB 
Jabal Al Hussein 
MMstiy ol Trade 
& Industrial Rd. 

I ToL tW I ' 


m 

SZECHWAN BARBENS 
CHINESE RESTAURANT 
typical Chinese Foods 
SldBed Chinese Chefs 





Take away is available 

SNa Al-Arab Street 
Um Utfwnah Commetdat Centra 

Tel.: 861174 
foce Tasted Always ULtd 


.im i I 


Advertisement 


M 

57X. 

I VTHR- COVTIXc XTAL 





The Best. I s 
(NDLVS Cl.'ISIVE. 



Qc*LauranL & Tapas 


Jebel Amman, 3rd cirde 
Tel. t>l 5061 


Bukhara 


'• r 5 T A ■ '• i v 1 


0 **tS Eon Lunch Jfc Divskr 

For r cservatloni oilt 641361 



The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabal Amman, near 
Ahliyyah Girts School 

Taka away Is m&Wia 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

7:00 — Midnight 

Tel. 638968 




Daily Lunch 
SeC TfCenxc 


, j) 

La 

FIRST CLASS INDIAN 




— NIGHTLY— 
Hue Dining 
and. 

. Live Music 


Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 
available ■ 


Parole 


Open Daily 12.30-3.30 pm 
7.30-11 JO pm 

After the Philadelphia Hotel 
Towards 3rd circle 


Abdoun - Jordan Supermarket. BLDG 

ana-floor Tel: 824677 


Tel : 659519 659520 __ 


LARA SALON AND 
BEAUTY CENTRE 

Hairstyling, 
hair removal 
with hot wax 
and Arabic way. 
Manicure, pedicure 
and facials. 

Sweiffeh, 
opposite Boston 
Fried Chicken. 


STUDIO IIAIG 


AVIS 


Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service' 

Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 



* JVMBO photo 

stem 30% larger 

* Free enlarge- 
ment 20 x 30 cm 


& 699-420 


Shmeisani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefich tel: 823891 



IIAKOTEL 


A mestaumnt WitH 
An Artistic Ambiance 


Amman - Tel. 668193 
P.O.Box 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAftOTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 


Valentino 

" » TTTTTTTTT7 


JAMLAHUMmSTODCU 

OPTOSrre TM£ 1RMX EMBASSY TEL. W4aoa 


SELECT HOTEL 


@ Superior Hold Services for 
Businessmen St. Families Sc its 


j NeGrEsCo BaR 

1 © Good Drinks & 

± Excellent Snacks 

s ©Open Noons 

\ & Evenings 

i. 

L - T “- — •• 



Jabal Al Webdeh/Tel.637 101/637 102 


.a, exotic a* 

AMSTERDAM 


KLM TICKET & 7 DAYS IN 
5 STAR DELUXE HOTELS FOR JD 700 

CALL HISHAM INTERNATIONAL TOURS Tel. 698180 ^698181 
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N. Korea sanctions ‘inevitable’ 



SjEOUL (Agencies) — U.N. 
sections against North Korea 
for refusing nuclear inspections 
appear inevitable despite a 
new promise by its leader not 
t<5’ develop atomic bombs. 
Sollith Korean officials said 
Mpnday. 

.South Korean Foreign 
Minister Han Sung-Joo said 
l/fN. sanctions against the 
Cbmmunist North appeared 
unavoidable if no progress is 
mjide in the nuclear issue with- 
in'two weeks. 

'“The International Atomic 
Energy Agency (IAEA! 
director-general is expected to 
declare safeguards broken in 
North Korea if no break- 
through is made by... Feb. 
2T!” Mr. Han told a meeting 
with opposition legislators. 

'“‘In such a case, it is inevit- 
able that North Korea’s nuc- 
lear issue would he referred to 
the U.N. Security Council,” he 
said. 

The International Atomic 
Energy Agency is a U.N. agen- 
cy" monitoring the spread of 
nuclear weapons. 

North Korea says its nuclear 
programme is peaceful but its 
refusal to accept mandatory 
• international inspections has 
deepened suspicions that it 
might be developing nuclear 
weapons. 

In a verbal message sent to 
President Bill Clinton through 
U£. Evangelist Billy Graham 
last week. North Korean Presi- 
dent Kim 11 Sung promised 
anew that his country would 
not develop nuclear weapons 


and hoped for improved ties 
with Washington. Seoul offi- 
cials said. 

Rev. Graham stopped over 
in Hong Kong on his way home 
from the North Korean trip 
and said he had an aide take 
Mr. Kim’s message to Mr. 
Clinton ahead of him. 

A copy of Mr. Graham's 
report was sent to the Seoul 
government by the White 
House. 

“In the message. President 
Kim noted that he has prom- 
ised many times in the past not 
to develop nuclear weapons 
and hoped to improve relations 
with the United States.” said 
Chang Jae-Ryong. director- 
general of the* Foreign Minis- 
try’s American Affairs Divi- 
sion. 

Rev. Graham also said in the 
report that the SI -year-old 
Kim looked healthy and gave 
the impression that he perso- 
nally handled nuclear and 
other major state affairs. Kim 
Jong 11. the president's 51- 
year-old son. is being groomed 
to succeed his father. 

Meanwhile. North Korean 
official newspaper said Mon- 
day Pyongyang will not negoti- 
ate with the United States to 
end row over its suspected 
nuclear programme so long as 
Washington failed to honour 
Its promises. 

“The United States has 
totally reversed its promise (to 
North Korea) that it would 
seek only an inspection for the 
continuity of safeguards.” said 
a commentary in the Rodong 


Sinmun, the organ of North 
Korea's ruling party. 

The article, entitled “we 
have no intention to negotiate 
with (a) faithless partner", said 
the United States had “even 
raised the demand for a ‘spe- 
cial inspection' of two military 
sites which have nothing to do 
with nuclear activities.” 

**We will not entreat the 
United States to keep its faith. 
It is our will to answer faith 
with faith, and strong arm with 
a tough stance." said the arti- 
cle. carried by the state-run 
(North) Korean Central News 
Agency and seen in Tokyo. 

Last week. North Korea 
threatened to tear up its 
“goodwill commitments'' with 
the United States over 
Washington demands to open 
all suspected nuclear sites to 
international inspection. 

At the heart of the dispute is 
the question of two sites. 
North Korea insists it has no 
nuclear weapons programme 
and has refused to open the 
sites to inspection by the 
IAEA. 

In a sign of rising tensions on 
the Korean peninsula, the Un- 
ired States has decided to de- 
ploy Patriot missiles in South 
Korea from March or April — 
a step South Korean elder 
statesmen Kim Dae-Jung de- 
scribed Monday as unhelpful. 

“I don't think it is helpful for 
the nuclear negotiations.” the 
retired pro-democrady cam- 
paigner said in Hong Kong. 

Patriot missiles are designed 
to intercept the type of missiles 


which North Korea produces. 

In Washington, the Defence 
Deportment has told some re- 
servists to prepare for possible 
joint military exercises with 
South Korea that North Ko- 
rean leaders have portrayed as 
a symbol of planning for war. 


The Post, in a dispatch from 
Vienna said orders to ship out 
more than a thousand U.S. 
troops and reservists to South 
Korea were being prepared for 
Feb. 22. The exercise is known 
as Team Spirit. 

In Seoul, a defector from 
North Korea said Monday he 
had fled the country because 
food shortages had forced him 
and his family to eat animal 
fodder. 


Chung Ki-Hae, 52. told a 
government-organised press 
conference that even the com 
and soybeans mixed with anim- 
al fodder provided in rations 
early last year had run out. 

“Beginning last May even 
these ceased to be provided as 
rations and our family had to 
live on potatoes alone.” he 
said. 


Mr. Chung told how he had 
fled over the Chinese border 
on Dec. 30 but declined to say 
how he had reached the South 
Korean port of Pusan. 

Reports of food shortages in 
North Korea have been rife 
but unsubstantiated in the 
three years since China started 
asking hard currency for its 
exports and the collapse of the 
Soviet Union, formerly a main 
trading partner. 


New 


Zealander 


tries 




Charles 


AUCKLAND (R) — A 58- 
year-old man mattering that be 
wanted to “remove the stink of 
royally” was wrestled to the 
ground in New Zealand Mon- 
day after charging at Britain’s 
Prince Cha rles spraying a can 
of air freshener. 

Castislav Bracanov, pre- 
viously jaded for minor attacks 
on royalty visiting New Zea- 
land,, rushed towards foe heir 
to thh British throne, as he 
walled among crowd&of well- 
wishers on Auckland water- 
front. 

Prince Charles was un- 
harmed in the attack, which 
was foiled when several police 
ofipcers leapt on the balding 
Bracanov, a Yugoslav settled 
in New Zealand, and took him 
away under arrest. 

Showing the same sangfroid 
th$t earned him praise when he 
wsp attacked 10 days ago in 
Australia, Prince Charles hard- 
ly appeared to notice the inci- 
dent, which lasted just a few 
seconds. 

?He was completely un- 
bojhered. His only comment 
was an ironic one: ‘whatever 
next?’*’ his Private Secretary 
Richard Aylard told reporters. 

Governor-General Dame 
Cafo Tizard, the queen’s rep- 
resentative in New Zealand, 
told Renters that Prince 
Charles had barely noticed the 
incident and was not bothered 
by lit 

*fHe just said, *what was that 
all Jabout?*," Dame Catb said. 

Police said the aerosol 
sprayed by Mr. Bracanov as be 
ran to within three metres of 
Prince Charles contained air 
freshener. 

Photographer Paul Estcourt 
heard Mr. Bracanov shouting; 
“You’re always spraying slut 
anyway.” Another witness, 
photographer Ross Land, said 
he heard Mr. Bracanov saying 
he wanted to “remove the 
stink of royalty.” 

Mr. Bracanov was convicted 
in 1988 and 1990 of charges 
relating to incidents in which 
he dumped horse manure in 
the path of cars carrying Span- 
ish and British monarchs. 

He was also convicted of 
damaging a rare vintage Rofls 
Rcyce car in Auckland two 
years ago because of its con- 
nection to British royalty. 

Mr. Bracanov is a wellr 
known voice on New Zealand 
talk, radio shows, where be 
frequently airs radical anti- 
monarchy views. His lawyer, 
Colin Amery, said Mr. Braca- 
nov “has a basic view that 
heredity should not automati- 
cally grant people high office.'* 

Police said he would appear 
in court Tuesday in Auckland 
charged with disorderly con- 
duct. The maximum penalty is 
a small fine. 

Prince Charles, besieged m 
the past year during a highly- 
publicised separation from his 
wife. Princess Diana, was 
praised for his reaction to a 
more violent event in Sydney 
on Jan. 26, when a young 
student charged at him firing a 
starter’s gun. 


New Finnish president 


stresses need for unity 


HELSINKI (R) — Finland’s 
President-Elect Martti Ahti- 
saari has pledged to be a uni- 
fying force in a country mired 
in recession and faring tough 
foreign policy choices. 

Mr. Ahtisaari, a veteran Un- 
ited Nations diplomat with lit- 
tle experience of domestic poli- 
tics, is expected to continue 
neutral Finland’s moves to- 
wards closer ties with the West 
since die collapse of the Soviet 
Umou. 

Mr. Ahtisaari, 56, of the 
opposition Social Democrats, 
beat Defence Minister Eli- 
sabeth Rehn of the Swedish 
People’s Party Sunday in Fin- 
‘ land's first presidential election 
by direct-popular vote, he won : 
53.9. per cent of the vote - 
against Ms. Rehn’s 46.1 per 
cent. 

He is a firm s up porte r of the 
Nordic nation’s tnd to join the 
European Union next year. 

“The incoming president 
will have difficult tasks both in 
economic and foreign policy. It 
is important that foe nation is 
not split,” Mr. Ahtisaari said 
after Ms. Rehn conceded de- 
feat 

“I will try to see to it that I 
am perceived as a president for 
the whole country,” he said. 

Despite Mr. Ahtisaari's 
campaign focus on the conn- 
try’s worst recession since in- 
dependence from neighbour- 
ing Russia in 1917, his main 
task will be foreign policy, 
inducting m ain t ainin g good re- 
lations with Moscow. 

Throughout his campaign 
Mr. . Ahtisaari i has said that. 
Russia, with which Finland 
shares a 1,270 kilometres bor- 
der, must not be isolated in 
post-cokJ war Europe. 

“We have always in Finland 
wanted to maintain good rela- 
tions with our neighbours, par- 
ticularly Russia, and I want to 
continue that,” be told a post- 
election news conference. 

“It is important that we sup- 
port a democratic process in 
Russia, It is important that 


reforms continue and that they 
are supported by die interna- 
tional community,” be said. 

In Stockholm, Swedish 
Prime Minister Carl Bfldt said, 
“he will be a president who 
continues and strengthens the 
Nordic and European orienta- 
tion Of F innish politics, which 
has become ever more pro- 
nounced in recent years.” 

In the late 1980s, Finnish 
leaders said the country’s neut- 
rality was incompatible with 
European Community mem- 
bership. 

But its room for manoeuvre 
increased after the demise of 
thc Soviet Union and Finland 
is now, like Sweden, in the 
final stages of negotiating EU 
accession. 

Even NATO membership 
has not been ruled out, though 
its policy remains one of inde- 
pendent defence and mflitaiy 
non-alignment. 

“I favour a pan- Eu rope a n 
security system containing all 
the sides important to us. In 
such a system, care must be 
taken not to leave Russia out- 
side,” Mr. Ahtisaari said last 
week. 

However, political analysts 
say it was Mr. Ahtisaari's focus 
on record unemployment of 
nearly 20 per cent, which was a 
derisive factor in his victory. 

Mr. Ahtisaari. a heavily- 
built man with a pensive man- 
ner, only derided to tun for the 
presidency last March, benefit- 
ing from voter disenchantment 
with old-style covert politics 
that dominated the country 
throughout the cold war. 

He said voters had recog- 
nised him as independent- 
minded and has vowed to 
travel widely round the vast 
but spaisefy-populated country 
to stay in touch with the peo- 
ple. 

“I want to maintain this con- 
tact because I sense that some- 
how people felt they had lost 
the capacity to influence the 
events in this country," he has 
said. 


Son of former president 
wins Costa Rican election 


SAN JOSE (R) —The son of 
foe founder of modern demo- 
cratic Costa Rica won Sunday’s 
presidential election. 

With more than 80 per cent 
of the vote counted, Jose 
Maria Figueres led ruling party 
candidate Miguel Angel Rodri- 
guez by 49.7 per cent to 47.5 
per cent. 

“The soul of onr campaign 
was the strength of the people, 
and with that we won the 
elections,” Mr. Figueres de- 
clared. 


s up porters at an outdoor rally, 
Mr. Figueres said his victory 
marked a rejection of “trickle- 
down” economic policies of 
the government of the Social 
Christian Unity Party. 

“We are going to... put the 
country on foe road to pr o gress 
with social justice,” he said. 


Mr. Rodriguez conceded de- 
feat earlier in foe evening. The 
two candidates were running 
neck and neck when early re- 
turns began coming in. 


“The people have spoken 
and we have to accept their 
decision, so with joy and affec- 
tion I have come to accept foe 
derision of the people and wish 
Mr. Figueres success,” Mr. 
Rodriguez said. 

Mr. Figueres, 39, leader of 
the National Liberation Party, 
said soda! justice would be the 
hallmark of his government 
Addressing thousands of 


Mr. Figueres will succeed 
President Rafael Angel Cal- 
deron. who leaves office on 
May 8 after a four-year term. 
The constitution barred Mr. 
Calderon from seeking a 
second term. 

Mr. Figueres is the son of 
late former President Jose 
“pepe” Figueres. the founder 
of modern democratic Costa 
Rica. 


The younger Figueres, a for- 
mer agriculture minister, 
vowed to give the government 
a greater role in the countiy’s 
soda! development after more 
than a decade of free-market 
economics. 


“I come to reaffirm that we 
will govern for those who have 
the least and need foe most.” 
he said. 


French 


Socialists 


start 


recovery 


PARIS (AFP) — France's 
opposition Socialist Party 
made the beginnings of a re- 
covery, winning two out of 
three by-elections against 
candidates of foe right and 
scoring a closely-fought victory 
in a Paris constituency. 

Socialist leader Michel 
Rocard called the results in 
Sunday's polls a sign of foe 
party’s “recovery” after its de- 
feat in legislative elections in 
March 1993. The . three by- 
elections were called after 
France's Constitutional Coun- 
cil annulled last March's results 
for campaign overspending, 
making the winners ineligible 
for a year. 

In spite of high abstention 
rates, the Socialist candidate in 
Paris, Daniel Vaillant, foe par- 
ty's national secretary, scored 
a convincing victory with 53.6 
per cent of foe vote, winning 
the seat back from the centre- 
right Union for French Demo- 
cracy (UDF) in a working class 

His success was all the more 
remarkable after right-wing 
leaders, inducting Gaullist Ral- 
ly For the Republic (RPR) 
leader Jacques Chirac, turned 
out to support Anne-Marie 
Pierre-Bloch. wife of foe in- 
validated UDF-MP. 

In the Loire Valley consti- 
tuency of Blois, the outcome 
was more a demonstration of 
foe continuing popularity of 
foe city's mayor, former 
Socialist Culture Minister Jack 
Lang. 



TINY BOOK: A tiny book entitled Three 
Hundred Poems From The Tang Dynasty is 
displayed in the Taiwanese capital, Taipei. The 
75-page book took two years to make and 


measures 0.9 centimetres long, 0.9 centimetres 
wide and 0.8 centimetres high- It is jpart of a 
50-piece exhibit of miniatures which will open on 
Feb. 18 in Taipei (AFP photo) 


Right wing holds secret meeting aheads 
of planned government, ANC talks 


JOHANNESBURG (Agen- 
cies) — The conservative Free- 
dom Alliance was locked in top 
secret talks Monday ahead of a 
planned meeting with the gov- 
ernment and the African 
National Congress (ANC) on 
whether it will take part in foe 
country’s first all-race elections 
in April. 

Sources dose to the Alliance 
said foe tripartite talks would 
begin Monday evening in Pre- 
toria, but none of foe partici- 
pants would officially confirm 
this. 

The negotiations had reces- 
sed Thursday following an 
ANC announcement that it 
would unveil a package of 
compromises bowing to certain 
Alliance demands only if the 
conservative group agreed to 
be more “flexible.” 

An ANC spokesman said 
the ball was now in the 
Alliance’s court, while a 
spokesman for foe rival, Zulu- 
toed Inkatha Freedom Party 
(IFP), a top member of the 
Freedom Alliance, said it was 
up to the ANC to decide 
whether or not it intended to 
unveil its package. 

The ANC said last week that 
it had backed down on its 
demand for a single ballot - 

er to choose members of boiii ! 

the national and regional 
assembles in foe April 26-28' 
election. 

Other reports said the pack- 
age also included greater 
federal powers for the coun- 
try’s nine new provinces. 


The Freedom Alliance, 
which comprises the IFP. the 
white right-wing Afrikaner 
Volksfront (AVF) and foe gov- 
ernment of the Bopbuthats- 
wana black homeland, 
opposed ANC claims that 
separate ballot papers would 
result in confusion and spoiled 
votes. 


The alliance said a single 
voting slip would be an advan- 
tage to larger parties and 
penalise smaller political 
groups. 

An IFP official told AFP 
Monday that the ANCs offer 
to unveil its compromise pack- 
age in return for “flexibility” 
was “a fortune cookie 
approach" to foe negotiations. 

“You cannot find out what is 
in the cookie until you break it 
open,” she said. 

She also said an ANC com- 
promise on foe single-double 
ballot issue had “no constitu- 
tional value in terms of powers 
(for the regions) — it only has 
democratic value.” 


tion and warned that a 
government-ANC rejection 
would have “adverse implica- 
tions.” 

On Monday, President F.W. 
De Klerk accused the ANC of 
"deliberately” sidelining the 
IFP and its leader. Chief Man- 
gosuthu Butheiezi, saying this 
continued to be major cause 
behind the violence in South 
Africa. 


Speaking to a group of 
businessmen here, he also 
appealed for their support in 
order to have a “balance of 
power” in the national unity 
government to emerge from 
foe April election. 

The ANC. .meanwhile, 
announced Monday that its 
president. Nelson Mandela, 
would hold talks with 
Bophuthatswana's President 
Lucas Mangope. but that the 
date was not yet known. 


Both government and 
Alliance spokesmen remained 
tight-lipped over the eventual 
resumption of the talks. 

An Alliance spokesman said 
there “a news blackout” on the 
conservative grOnp’smeefing, 
and that tilings were “at a very 
"delicate stage.” 

The IFP Central Committee 
met Sunday in Ulundi and de- 
cided that IFP negotiators 
would stick to their demands 
for a stronger federal constitu- 


On Sunday, Mandela's con- 
voy drove through 
Bophufoatswana police lines 
while on an election campaign, 
with Mr. Mandela saying the 
homeland leader’s refusal to 
allow free political activity was 
among “foe things that make 
us detest (Mangope) from the 
bottom of our heart.” 

But,* Mr. Mandela added, 
“despite all the unspeakable 
crimes Mangope has commit- 
ted, we are prepared to sit 
down with him and find a 
solution... if Mangope wants to 
settle, we are prepared to lis- 
ten very carefully.” 


Cyclone kills 43 in Madagascar 


ANTANANARIVO (R) — At 
least 43 people were kilted and 
dozens more seriously injured 
when tire “cyclone of the cen- 
tury” swept over the Indian 
Ocean island of Madagascar 
last week, the Interior Minister 
said Monday. 

Charles Clement Severin 
told reporters a further 500,000 
people were made homeless by 
“Geralda” which destroyed up 
to 70 per cent of the impover- 
ished island’s rice fields, up- 
rooted trees and destroyed 
flimsy shelters. 

“Geralda”, which raced 
across the Indian Ocean, first 
hit Madagascar last Wednes- 


day. It sank seven ships and 
destroyed 95 per cent of the 
main commercial port of Toas- 
masina on foe east coast, offi- 
cials said. 

The cydone, accompanied 
by torrential rains, cut a 
swathe of destruction 800 
kilometres wide and reeked 
some of its worst damage on 
the east coast near Toamasma 
and on the resort island of 
Sainte-Marie. 

The centre of the storm pas- 
sed 50 kilometres north of the 
hill capital Antananarivo, the 
Meteorological Office said. 
Rivers burst their banks, caus- 
ing widespread flooding and 


destroying harvests of the is- 
land's dirt-poor farmers. 

Authorities say the foil ex- 
tent of the damage is still not 
known. 

The cydone has disrupted 
communication links between 
Anatanarivo and other parts of 
the country and reports from 
the remote south-east and 
south of foe island have not yet 
reached the capital. 

The Madagascar Meteoro- 
logical Office said the cyclone 
gusted at speeds of between 
150 km per hour (94 miles) to 
300 km (187 miles) per hour 
east to west across foe world’s 
fourth largest island. 


Joseph C often, Hollywood’s southern gentleman, dies 


LOS ANGELES (R) — 
Joseph Gotten, the courtly 
southern gentleman who 
gained stardom in foe 1941 
classic Citizen Kane and went 
on to become one of the most 
popular leading men of his era. 
died Sunday. He was 88. 

Cotten died of pneumonia at 
his home in the Westwood 
section of Los Angeles with his 
wife, actress Patricia Medina, 
at his bedside, his publicist said. 
Cotten had been ill for several 
months. 

In the rough-and-tumble 
acting that was Hollywood in 
the 1940s there were tough 
guys, romantic heroes, aristoc- 
rats and rogues, but Cotten 
was considered a gentleman to 
the core. 

The adjectives used to de- 
scribe Cotten. a Virginian 
whose grandfather was a Con- 
federate general in the civil 
war, were applied as well to his 
characters: Suave, urbane, 
modest, intelligent. low-key. 

Tall and square-jawed with a 
resonant voice, he played his 
first film role — and perhaps 
his most memorable — in 
Citizen Kane, considered 
among the greatest American 
films. 

He portrayed Jedidiah Le- 
land. the childhood friend to 
the title character, played by 
his own friend, legendary actor 
and director Orson Welles. 

Through the 1940s and early 
1950s. Cotten appeared oppo- 
site some of Hollywood's top 
leading ladies, including 



Joseph CoUen in the movie The 
Third Man 


Marilyn Monroe. Ingrid Berg- 
man and Bette Davis. 

One of his most heralded 
roles was in the 1949 film The 
Third Man. playing an Amer- 
ican pulp novelist searching for 
an old pal in post-war Vienna. 

He also gained critical 
acclaim in such movies as The 
Magnificent Ambersons 
(1942). also by Welles. Alfred 
Hitchcock's Shadow Of A 
Doubt (1943). I'll Be Seeing 
You (1945). Love Letters 
(1945) and The Farmer’s 
Daughter (1947). 

In the waning years of his 
career, cotten was reduced to 
B-movie roles in such films as 
Hush... Hush, Sweet Charlotte 
(1965) with Davis. Soylent 
Green (1973) and Airport *77 
(1977). tiut he still managed to 
give them a touch of class. 


Cotten suffered a stroke in 
1981 and only after years of 
speech therapy was he able to 
regain his voice. But his acting 
career was over. In 1989 his 
voice box was removed in a 
treatment for cancer and. un- 
able to speak, he took up 
sculpting. 

During a career spanning 
three decades. Cotten always 
avoided pretence. 

“Movies and theatre aren't 
life.” he once told an inter- 
viewer. “They’re only part of 
it. We make a Irving out of 
acting and pray we don't get 
associated with too much 
junk.” 

Cotten was bom in Peters- 
burg. Virginia. May 15. 1905. 
His mother's family owned two 
plantations, but Cotten 
attended public schools and 
delivered packages by bicycle. 

Odd jobs led him to Miami. 
He sold advertising for the 
Miami Herald, wrote drama 
reviews and performed with 
theatre groups, where he met 
Lenore Kipp Lamonr. a divor- 
cee who convinced him to take 
his talent back to New York. 
They were wed in 1931. 

In 1936. while playing the 
policeman in James M. Cain’s 
The Postman Always Rings 
Twice at the Lyceum Theatre,. 
Cotten met Orson Welles, 
while performing in a serious 
radio show, the pair launched 
aloud at a colleague's gaffe. 
They were fired together, 
which formed foe basis of their 
friendship. 


Welles invited Cotten to join 
his theatre troupe, which be- 
came foe Mercury Theatre Co. 

Cotten performed in many 
of Welles's plays and radio 
programmes, including the 
famous 1938 War Of The 
Worlds, before joining Kathar- 
ine Hepburn onstage in the 
Philadelphia Story, playing the 
well-bred C-K. Dexter Haven. 

The film role went to Cary 
Grant, but Welles was waiting 
with Citizen Kane. Cotten 
played the theatre critic who 
was friend and conscience to 
newspaper baron Charles Fos- 
ter Kane. 

“I’d never made a movie 
before and I was scared to 
death of the machinery, the 
technical things." Cotten recal- 
led. “But Orson made it 
easy... He turned out to be an 
instinctive master of the 
camera.” 

After courting Merle Ober- 
on in the 1941 British produc- 
tion of LydiA. Cotten returned 
to work with Welles on The 
Magnificent Ambersons. the 
tale of a declining aristocratic 
family and one of Omen's best 
movies. 

Cotten joined Welles in writ- 
ing and starring in Journey 
Into Fear before he signed a 
contract in 1942 with producer 
David 0. Selznick, who cast 
him in Shadow Of A Doubt as 
a sly slayer of wealthy widows 

* n J 3aS J> ght . 0944), Cotten 
played a Scotland Yard detec- 
tive opposite Ingrid Bergman 
who won an Oscar. 


Whoopi Goldberg; 
named to host 
Oscar ceremony 


4 Vi 


HOLLYWOOD (R) — Oscar- 
winning actress and comedian.. 
Whoopi Goldbeig was named; 
Sunday to host this year’s 
Academy Awards ceremony;..' 
Goldberg, the first woman and 
first black performer to serve 
as a solo host of the show, 
replaces Billy Crystal, who last 
month , said he would not re- 
% turn after filling the role for 
four straight years. “Tm thril- 
led about my date with Oscar,” 
Goldberg said in a statement. 
“To go from watching to win- 
ning to hosting in one lifetime 
is major.” The Academy 
Awards will be handed out 
March 21 at the Dorothy 
Chandler Pavilion in U* 
Angeles and will be televised 
live to hundreds of millions of 
viewers worldwide. “Whoopi 
Goldberg has all foe qualities 
of a great Oscar host,” the 
show’s producer Gilbert Cates 
said. “She is a major movie 
star with millions of fans and 
she is also one of the funniest, 
most talented performers 
working today.” Goldberg re- 
cently went to bat for her 
then-companion, actor Ted 
Dan son when Danson was 
criticised for blacking his face 
and telling a series of bawdy, 
and what some considered ra- 
cist and sexist jokes, at a char- 
ity luncheon for Goldberg. She 
later defended his routine, 
saying she had written some of 
the material and that she found 
it funny. With Crystal’s abrupt 
announcement be would not 
return as host, Cates was faced 
with the task of firufiiur a re- 
placement quickly. Along with 
Goldberg, a number of others 
had been rumoured as possible 
successors, including Robin 
Williams, Tom Hanks, Eddie 
Murphy, Chevy Chase and 
Johnny Carson. Goldberg, 
who won an Oscar for best 
supporting actress in 1991 for 
her role in Ghost, to co- 
hosted comic relief — a tele- 
vised charity benefit for the 
bomelss — in recent years. 


Trial to hear 
claim Jackson 
swiped song 


DENVER (AP) — Michael 
Jackson isn’t expected when a 
trial begins to hear a Colorado 
songwriter’s claim that the pop 
superstar pirated the hit song 
Dangerous. Jackson's publi- 
cist Lee Sobers said Denver 
was “not on his schedule.” Fits 
lawyer will be there, along with 
Crystal Cartier, who says she 
wrote her Dangerous song nine 
years ago. “He augmented the 
lyrics, he took the chorus, the 
hook, from my song — and 
that’s loot,” Cartier said. “I 
don’t mind sharing credit, but I 
got bumped completely out of 
the picture.” Jackson and Iris 
lawyer have refused to com- 
ment on the case. The U.S. 
District Court trial will decide 
Ms. Cartier's copyright in- 
fringement claim. If she pre- 
vails, there will be a second 
trial to determine damages. 
Ms. Cartier plans to seek at 
least $40 million. Last month, 
a Los Angeles jury ruled Jack- 
son didn’t steal the songs Thril- 
ler, The Girt Is Mine and We 
Are foe World from two for- 
mer childhood neighbours m 
Indiana. Later, Jackson settled 
a lawsuit alleging he molested 
a teenage boy. Ms. Cartier said 
she wrote Dangerous in 1985 
and her band. Love Story, has 
been playing it ever since. On 
July 29, 1991, she copyrighted 
her recorded album. Love 
Story: Act One, which con- 
tained Dangerous, she said. 
She said Jackson obtained a 
copyright for his version of 
Dangerous on Feb. 24, 1992. 
Cartier’s album sold about 
1 .000 copies in the Denver 
area. Jackson's Dangerous 
album has sold upwards of 14 
million copies. 


Most Americans 
oppose gay 
marriages— -poll 


NEW YORK (R) — The 
majority of Americans oppose 
legally sanctioned adoption 
rights and marriages for 
homosexuals despite stated 
support for gay job and hotts- 
m S rights that remains above 
70 per cent, according to new 
Newsweek magazine poll. The 
which appears in the 
magazine going on sale Mon- 
day, found that 29 per cent of 
those polled say gay couples 
should have adoption rights, 
while nearly two thirds (65 per 
cent) disagree. Sixty-two per 
®®nt of Americans do not be- 
have there should be legally 
sanctioned gay marriages, as 
compared to 58 per cent in a 
similar September 1992 poll by 
foe magazine. According to 
foe survey, 74 per cent of all 
Americans favour protecting 
8*3* tom job discrimination 
and 81 per cent favour equal 
housing rights for gays. 
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Ewing leads Knicks past Magic 


Los Angeles Lakers George Lynch (left) and Vlade Dtvac 
(right) try to stop Utah Jazz forward Karl Malone as he drives 
to the ba&el Sunday. The Lakers beat the Jazz 107*90 (AFP 
photo) 


NEW YORK (R) - Patrick 
Ewing had 32 points and 
Charles Oakley added 13 
points and 21 rebounds to 
spark the New York Knicks to 
a 95-77 victory over the Orlan- 
do Magic fate Sunday. 

The Knicks won for the 
seventh lime in their last eight 
games. 

Orlando, held to its fewest 
points this season, has lost 
three straight for the first lime 
of the season. Shaquille 
O’Neal had 22 points for the 
Magic, but was hampered with 
five fouls over the last 4-1-2' 
minutes. 

In Washington. Chris Web- 
ber scored 26 points and Gol- 
den State held Washington to a 
franchise-low seven points in 
the fourth-quarter to propel 
the Warriors to a 106-84 vic- 
tory over the Bullets. 

Latrell Sprewell added 23 
points for the Warriors and 
Billy Owens scored 20. 

Webber, Sprewell and 
Owens scored four points 
apiece in a 12-point run that 
extended Golden State's lead 
to 102-83 with 2: IS left. 

In Los Angeles. Reggie Jor- 


dan, who had only scored two 
points this season coming into 
the game, totalled 28 to lead 
the Los Angeles Lakers to a 
107-90 victory over the Utah 
Jazz. 

Jordan, playing in his fifth 
game, had only seen 11 mi- 
nutes of action before helping 
the Lakers win for the 36(h 
time in 43 games against the 
Jazz in Los Angeles. 

At New Jersey, David 
Robinson scored 36 points, in- 
cluding two free throws with 
4.1 seconds left in overtime 
that gave the San Antonio 
Spurs their seventh straight 
win, 104-102 over the New 
Jersey Nets. 

Willie Anderson added 18 
points for the Spurs, who have 
won 18 of their last 21 games. 

Derrick Coleman had 28 
points and 14 rebounds and 
Kenny Anderson added 26 
points and 12 assists for the 
Nets, who had their three- 
game winning streak snapped. 

In Denver, Laphonso Ellis 
scored 21 points and Rodney 
Rogers had 12 of his 20 points 
during a second quarter run to 
lead the Denver Nuggets to a 


99-89 triumph over the Dallas 
Mavericks in a game that was 
not as dose as the final score 
might indicate. 

Denver led 25-20, early in 
the second quarter before 
embarking on an 18*8 run that 
was led by Rogers’ 12 points. 

In Houston, Hakeem Ola- 
juwon scored 25 points, grab- 
bed 17 rebounds and blocked 
eight shots to propel the Hous- 
ton Rockets to a 101-90 victory 
over the Minnesota Timber- 
wolves. 

Otis Thorpe added 19 points 
and also dominated on the 
boards with 17 rebounds as the 
Rockets won their third game 
wirhout a defeat against the 
Timberwolves this season. 

In Phoenix, Kevin Johnson 
returned from the chicken pox 
to score 22 points and Chica- 
go's Sconie Pippen missed an 
18-foot jumper at the buzzer to 
give the Phoenix Suns an 89-88 
victory over the Bulls. 

Pippen scored a game-high 
26 points but missed every- 
thing on his desparation shot at 
the buzzer as Chicago had a 
fo\v-game winning streak 
brazen. 


Thais win Asian crown 


BANGKOK, Thailand (API 
— Thai Fanners Bank downed 
Omani Club of Oman 2-1 
Monday night to take the 
Asian Club Soccer Cham- 
pionship. 

Earlier, Japanese champions 
Yomiuri Verdy salvaged a 
third-place finish, beating Chi- 
na’s Liaoning 4-1 in the con- 
solation playoff. 

The Thais scored the open- 
ing goal only three minutes 
into the match after Thawan 
Thamniyai rifled home a cross 
from Sasom Pobprasert. 

Thirteen minutes later Sing 
Totavee scored on a lob over 
Omani goalkeeper Yousuf 
Obaid after hard-working 
Worravudh Srimaka split the 
offcide trap with a devious 
cross. 

In the 44th minute, the 
Omanis scored on a set play 
when Ebrahim Ali’s comer 


kick found Zahir Salim whose 
strong header to the far post 
eluded Thai goalkeeper Nipon 
Malanont. 

With the Omanis taking the 
initiative in the second half, 
the Thais chose to foul their 
way out of trouble as they also 
did in the semifinal victory 
against Yomiuri. 

Referee All Bujasim handed 
out five yellow cards. 

In the consolation match, 
two first-half goals from young 
prospect Shingi Ono set 
Yomiuri on its way to a sorely 
needed victory. Yomiuri lost 
3-1 in extra time to Thai Far- 
mers Bank in Saturday’s semi- 
final. 

Yomiuri extended its lead in 
the second half with a goal in 
the 65th minute by Toshimi 
Kikuchi in a messy attack initi- 
ated by a long searching cross 
from Ono. 


Gustafsson wins Dubai title 
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DUBAI (R) — Magnus Gus- 
tafsson of Sweden scored an 
upset victory over top seed 
Sergei Bruguera of Spain to 
win the SI million Dubai Of 
tennis tournament . in strain 
sets -late Sunday. Je -. 

Gustafsson, seeded four, 
swept aside the strangely out- 
of-sorts Spaniard 6-4, 6-2 to 
pick up the S144,000 winner’s 
cheque. 

And afterwards he revealed 
that his recent run of improved 
play could be the result of the 
transcendental meditation 
which he practices for 20 mi- 
nutes. twice a day. 

“I don’t know if ii is that." 
he said, “but these days 1 am 
certianly feeling full of energy 
and very relaxed.” 

Bruguera must have known 
it was not going to be his day 
after a lacklustre start which 
saw him quickly fall 4-1 behind 
in the opening set. 

Gustafsson, who has started 


1994 in excellent form winning 
in Auckland and reaching the 
quarterfinals of the Australian 
Open, executed an array of 
tremendous forehands which 
the French Open champion 
could not answer. "In "one ■ 
period of four games he won 
only one point. 

Although Bruguera re- 
sponded after Gustafsson let 
some points slip with double- 
faults and a few clumsy re- 
rums, the Sweden never lost 
pie initiative. 

The second set continued in 
much the same vein with 
Gutasfsson cutting loose to win 
four straight games after the 
opening four games were even- 
ly shared. 

Bruguera had a chance to 
come back in the sixth game 
but frittered away two break' 
points and instead of levelling 
at 3-3 he was trailing 2-4 and 
staring inevitable defeat in the 
face. 
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Pass Phse 
Opening Iwwl- ? 

when a player underfeeds as ace 
■l the opening gun and it works, it is 
Snst for the mill* of bridge oohun- 
bwa When it doe* not ...? On this 
hand from the 1992 World Team 
Olympiad, some of the game's best 
players wound up with egg on their 
laco. 

A co mp etitive auction led to con- 
tacts of four and five spades around 
the room. Where North-South were 
Poshed to the five level, many 
Wests, anxious .for a club ruff, led a 


low diamond at trick one and a thor- 
oughly surprised South won the first 
trick with the diamond king. 

Declarer drtw tramp* with the 
aec and queen, then ruffed the jack 
of diamonds. A low heart was led to 
the king and ace, and the heart re- 
turn was won by the queen. Whether 
East won or not when declarer fi- 
nessed the jack of clubs, the defend- 
ers could score no more than one 
club trick to go with the one heart 
trick already in the bank. Eventual- 
ly East would be trapped in an end- 
play and farced to return a club or 
yield a ruff-duff. 

Although Jeff Meckstroth and 
Eric Rodwell of the U.S missed the 
mark in the auction by not reaching 
a makable five diamonds, their de- 
fensive effort was a spectacular suc- 
cess. Against four spades 
Meckstroth led the ace of diamonds 
and shifted to a heart. RodweU rose 
with the ace and found the brilliant 
shift to a low club from the king into 
the powerful holding in dummy. 
Meckstroth ruffed to complete the 
defensive book and Rodwell still had 
to score the king of dubs Cor a one- 
trick set. w , 

It's easy to see why Meckstroth 
and Rodwell are considered among 
the elite of world bridge. 


Furlan beats Chang in 
final of San Jose Open 


SAN JOSE, California (AP) 
— Renzo Furlan. his game 
becoming more daring as the 
match wore on. upset Michael 
Chang 3-6, 6-2, 7-5 Sunday 
night to win the San Jose 
Open, his first title on the tour. . 

“I'm in the sky right now.” 
said Furlan. the No. 6 seed 
from Italy. “1 can’t believe 1 
won.” 

Furlan. ranked 69th in the 
world, knocked off the top 
seed after defeating the No. 2 
seed Richey Reneberg on 
Saturday. He earned $42,000 
for the victory over the world's 
ninth-ranked player. 

“I was nervous at first, play- 
ing Michael Chang in a cham- 
pionship match and ail,” Fur- 
ian said. “Nothing was work- 
ing. But I started feeling more 
comfortable in the second set 
and did a better job of coming 
to the net.” 

In the second set. he broke 
Chang three times. Furlan 
went up 2-0 in the final set 
before Chang broke in the 
third game.; . 

OlRP&.was point in 

the^yth /gamp^.bgtjfurlan 


fought back to lead 6-5. In the 
deciding game, Furlan was up 
30-0 and 40-30. Chang rallied 
to twice hold the advantage, 
but went no further. He com- 
mitted an unforced error and 
then double-faulted. Furlan 
won when Chang's return went 
wide. 

“h was a good week but a 
frustrating day.” said Chang, 
who earned $24,150. “I found 
that I really need to work on 
my conditioning. I didn't ex- 
pect to play back-to-back 
three-hour matches." 

Chang of Henderson. Neva- 
da, defeated Furlan last year in 
thier only previous meeting. 

“He changed tactics after 
the first set." Chang said. “He 
started serving and volleying 
more, and it threw me off 
some. He picked my serve 
pretty well, too, and I didn't 
handle his well, even though 
his first serve often wasn't that 
fast." 

In the doubles final Sunday 
night, second-seeded Rick 
, Lea§h and Jared Palmer upset 
. toprsbeded J3ryoo Black ! and 
,. Jonathan Stark, ,4-6*. fe4. 6-4. 


DAVIS CUP ROUNDUP 

Japan crushes China 5-0 


JAPAN romped to a 5-0 vic- 
tory over China in Davis Cup 
action Sunday while Taiwan 
came from 2-1 down to win the 
final two singles and oust 
Malaysia 3-2. 

Their team already sure of 
advancing to the first round of 
Asia-Oceania Zone group 1, 
Japan’s Shuzo Matsuoka and 
Yasufumi Yamamoto won 
their best-of-threc singles 
matches in straight sets at Beij- 
ing. 

Matsuoka downed Xia Jai 
Ping 6-4, 6-0 and Yamamoto 
had a 6-4, 7-5 victory over Pan 
Bing. 

Facing defeat before their 
own fans at Taichung, the 


Taiwanese singles players 
Chih-Jung Chen and Yu-Hui 
Lien both gained straight-set 
victories to overturn 
Malaysia’s lead in Asia- 
Oceania group II. 

Chen edged Adam Malik in 
a closely-fought first set tie 
break and then went on to win 
7-6 (8-6), 6-2, 6-4. Lien started 
impressively against 
Ramachandran Ramaiah and 
overpowered the Malaysian 6- 
1, 7-5, 6-3. 

On Saturday, the Malaysian 
fair teamed up to beat the 
Taiwanese in doubles play. 

The matches were among 12 
regional qualifying contests. 


FURNISHED OR SEMI-FURNISHED 
HOUSE FOR RENT 

Two large bedrooms, two large salons, dining room, 
with a large garden, and telephone. 

Jabal Amman — 4th Circle, near the French Embassy. 
Call tel. 641818 


FLAT TO LET 

Unfurnished flat consisting of two bedrooms, three 
living rooms, kitchen, two bathrooms, big veranda and 
carport. Centrally-heated, could be furnished upon 
request. 

In Dahiyat Al Rabia in west Amman. 

Annual rent (unfurnished) JD 4,250.000 

Tel: 678566 from 8:00 to 3:00 p.m^ 5:00 p.m. to 8:00 pjn. 


For Rent In Urn Uthaina 


villa 


A two-fumished-apartment ground floor of a 
1- Three bedrooms, 2- Two bedrooms 

Each apartment has two bathrooms. L-shaped sitting 
room, kitchen, central heating, T.V., electric ap- 
pliances, separate entrance and garden. 

For information please call Nabll 694865 



Hasslba Boulmerka 

Boulmerka 

wins 

invitational 

mile 

FAIRFAX, Virgina (R) — 
Hassiba Boulmerka won her 
second' indoor mile in three 
days Sunday, when a rival mis- 
judged. tjie .finish line at an 
invitational athletics meeting. 

Algeria’s Boulmerka. the 
Olympic 1500-metre cham- 
pion, who had never competed 
indoors before winning her 
first race in New York Friday, 
finished in 4 minutes, 28.64 
seconds. 

Suzy Hamilton of the United 
States led until the bell lap, but 
misjudged the finish and pulled 
up to finish third behind Boul- 
merka and Kathy Franey of the 
U.S. 

“I felt really strong, and I 
think if I hadn’t done what I 
did, I would have had a diffe- 
rent strategy, maybe gone a 
little easier until the halfway 
point, then turned it on at the 
end," Hamilton said. “When I 
saw people whiz by me I said, 
'Oh no, I can’t believe what I 
just did.”’ 

In other events, Jamaica's 
Juliet Cuthbert used a strong 
start to beat Gwen Torrence of 
the U.S. in the women’s 60 
metres, finishing in 7.14 
seconds. 

Olympic heptathlon cham- 
pion Jackie Joyner-Kersee of 
the U.S. finished fourth in the 
60 metres, saying she was more 
concerned with sharpening her 
sprinting speed for the hep- 
tathlon than winning. 


Lillehammer plans solidarity 
day for besieged Bosnian capital 


LILLEHAMMER (R) — Ul- 
tehammer plans a day of soli- 
darity with the people of the 
besieged Bosnian capital fo 
Sarajevo Tuesday to mark the 
10th anniversary of the open- 
ing of the Winter Olympics 
there. 

Mayor Audun Tron. whose 
town hosts the 1994 games, will 
sign a special book for mes- 
sages to Sarajevo and invite 
others to add their names to 
the peace appeal in the main 
square, Lillehammer Olympic 
aid spokeswoman Nila Kapoor 
said Monday. 

The Lillehammer Olympic 
Aid Organisation is collecting 
money for Sarajevo to mark 
the 10th anniversary and also 
for young people in Guatema- 
la. Eritrea, Lebanon and 
Afghanistan. 

On Saturday, 68 people 
were killed in a mortar attack 
on a Sarajevo market and 
nearly 200 were wounded in 
the worst single incident in 


Bosnia's 22-month civil war. 

Kapoor said the solidarity 
day had been arranged Friday. 

“What happened at the 
weekend makes it all the more 
necessary," she said. "I think 
that such an appeal is very 
appropriate.” 

Organisers plan to light can- 
dles in the shape of the <fivc 
interlocking Olympic rings and 
to keep them burning until 
Tuesday evening. 

The book will be handed to 
the mayor of Sarajevo when he 
arrives to attend toe Lilleham- 
mer Games, which open Satur- 
day. 

“It will be very simple and a 
very symbolic act,” Kapoor 
said of toe solidarity day for 
Sarajevo. 

Hie International Olympic 
Committee (IOC) has been 
trying, so far unsuccessfully, to 
arrange a truce in Bosnia for 
the duration of the Lilleham- 
mer Games. 

The Sarajevo games began 


Feb. 8, 1984 and wt re the first 
Winter Olympic* - ■ be held in 
Eastern Eur ■ •: Forty-nine 

countries an- ; 

At that Sarajevo's 

main claim r ’ine was that it 
was the cit <here Archduke 
Franz Ferdin^r ’ was assassin- 
ated in 1914 arking World 
War I. 

Now few _ a not heard of 
the bloodshed in the Bosnian 
capital and the whole of the 
former Yugoslav republic. 

Lillehammer Olympic aid, 
which is backed by the games 
organisers and other Norwe- 
gian bodies, has already raised 
more than 40 million crowns 
($5.3 million). Of that, 27 mil- 
lion crowns ($3.6 million) have 
already been spent on food, 
medicines and a hospital unit 
for Sarajevo. 

The fund-raising campaign 
began at the Barcelona sum- 
mer games in 1992 when Lille- 
hammer was passed the Olym- 
pic torch. 


Harding, Kerrigan to meet on the 
ice in Winter Olympic Games 


COLORADO SPRINGS. 
Colo. (AP) — Tonya Harding 
vs. Nancy Kerrigan on the ice 
in Norway. 

If if comes off, ir will un- 
doubtedly be one of the most 
dramatic confrontations in 
Olympic history. If it doesn't, 
the glamour event of the Win- 
ter Olympics will lose much of 
its sizzle. 

Right now, it's still on, even 
though a U.S. Figure Skating 
Association panel called for a 
disciplinary bearing against 
Harding. TTie panel said Satur- 
day that it found “reasonable 
grounds," to believe she was 
involved in the attack on Kerri- 
gan at the national cham- 
pionships in Detroit a month 
ago. 

Rather than boot Harding 
from the Olympic team, the 
association passed the decision 
on to the USOC along with a 
“black book” containing near- 
ly 400 pages of affidavits, court 
documents and other evidence 
gathered independently by the 
panel: 

Virtually all of that informa- 
tion is in the hands of prosecu- 
tors in Portland, Ore., who 


have nor charged Harding in a 
plot that has already brought a 
guilty plea by her ex-husband 
Jeff Gillooly and confessions 
by three other men. 

Harding met for more than 
two hours Sunday with her 
lawyer but neither had any 
comment on the meeting. 

Qaire Ferguson, preadent 
of the USFSA, carefully fol- 
lowed the rules of the associa- 
tion in not suspending Harding 
prior to the disciplinary 
hearing. 

“1 would prefer to have 
Tonya have her time with the 
bearing panel, to follow 
through and to make sure she's 
had her chance to speak with 
the member panel,” Ferguson 
said Sunday. 

Asked whether there were 
any conditions under which she 
might suspend Harding before 
the Olympics, Ferguson re- 
plied: 

“No. because I believe that 
the Olympics has a different 
set of rules that can handle this 
if they so choose. We are con- 
cerned with our world cham- 
pionships as well as the Olym- 
pics, which will be held in 


Blood tests at games 
may not prove much 


LILLEHAMMER (R) — 
Blood tests to be introduced at 
the Winter Games may be of 
limited value, the International 
Olympic Committee (IOC) 
medical chief has said. 

Prince Alexandre de 
Merode said the tests, pan of 
toe campaign to combat the 
growing problem of doping in 
sport, would only be able to 
detect athletes who have taken 
blood transfusions from a third 
party. 

“They will not prove very 
much.” he said after briefing 
the IOC's executive board on 
the tests. “I don't think any- 
body is doing that but you 
never know. 

“If you don't test, you won’t 
find out. Anyway, this is a first 
step only." 

De Merode said just under 
200 tests would be carried out 
in Lillehammer where the 
games start Saturday and that 
no competitor would be asked 


to undergo more than two. 

He said only athletes affili- 
ated to the .International Ski 
Federation (FIS) would be 
tested, restricting the group to 
Alpine and Nordic skiers. 

The IOC had hoped to intro- 
duce tests which could detect 
the hormone drug erythro- 
poietin, known as EPO. gener- 
ally used to increase the red 
blood cell count for kidney 
patients. 

Some athletes are thought to 
use the hormone as a substitute 
for blood droping, a technique 
in which some blood is taken 
from an athlete’s body and put 
back just before competition to 
enhance the distribution of ox- 
ygen to the muscles. 

Blood testing is being res- 
tricted to FIS athletes as the 
federation has already used 
them at nordic championships. 


Japan in the middle of March, 
and we must have our team 
there." 

Bill Hybl. chairman of the 
five-member USFSA panel 
and a former USOC president, - 
acknowledged that the fear of 
a lawsuit by Harding was a 
factor in the association's 
judgement to proceed conser- 
vatively. 

The USOC is expectedd to 
convene its games administra- 
tive board within two weeks in 
Norway to determine Hard- 
ing's status, and a decision to 
throw her off the team would 
be final — even if Harding 
refuses to testify at the 
hearing. 

In an interview Sunday with • 
CBS, USOC Executive Direc- 
tor Harvey Schiller said there 
were “issues of conduct r 
sportsmanship and others to be 
considered.” 

Among those issues. Schiller 
said, was Harding's admission 
that she learned of the plot 
after Kerrigan was clubbed on 
the right knee and knocked out 
of the U.S. figure skating 
championships Jan. 6 but did 
not immediately report the in- 
formation to police. 
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FURNISHED FLAT FOR RENT 
In Western Shmeisani 

Area 200 square metres, second floor, consisting of 3 
bedrooms, salon, living room, dining room, spacious 
kitchen. 3 bathrooms, separate central heating and 
telephone. 

Location: Western Shmeisani, Abdul Halim Al Nimer 
Street, near Bilal Mosque. House number 24. 

Call tel.: 685593 or 664256 


FLOOR KN A VILLA FOR RENT 

Two bedrooms, salon, dining, sitting, two bathrooms, 
two verandas, with telephone, central heating and 
garage. 

Location: Sports City area. 

Pis. call 681558 from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. 
and tel. 844106 from 2-10 p.m. 


Diesel bus for sale 
Duty Unpaid 


1992, Volkswagen, eight passengers. 

Please call tel: 638923 daily from 8:00 
a.m. to 4:00 p.m. . ^ 

Or the Zarqa Free Zona, Al Maiali Co., 
Tel 09-918126 


FOR RENT. 


Fully furnished ground floor apart rrs5?»t consisting of four 
bedrooms, plus a 400-square metre garden, with European- 
style furniture, fully equipped JWICO kitchen, independent 
utilities (W+E.+C.H.). telephone TV, video, etc..., with 
parking area 

Location: The heart of Sweifiya, Circle area. 

For more Information please ’call Tel.: 827537 from 
9:08 a.m, to 9;PQ p-m. 
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Cinema 


Tel.: 634144 

PHILADELPHIA 


Moira Kelly — in 

The Cutting Edge 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30. 6:15. ftJK. 

Special show for children on Thursday 
Fridays. Saturdays and Sundays at i ' 
a.m. 

Bugs Bunny Film 


Gnema 


Td.: 699238 


PLAZA 



Mahmoud Hamideh/Laila Aiawi 
in 

OBEDIENCE WARNING 

Arabic 

Shows: 12:30. 3:15. 5:00. 6:30, 8:30. 10:30 


Ctnemi Td.: 677420 

CONCORD 


Td.: 675571 

Nabfl AI Mashtof Tlmtrt 

CONCORD “1” 


presents a play entitled: 

DOC HOLLYWOOD 


At 11m Huron 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30. 6:15. 8:30. 10:30 


A popular political comedy 

CONCORD “2” 


Actors: Abeer Issft. Daoud Jaiajel. Has- 

FALLING DOWN 


sen Al Sheer. Fuad Shomafi 
in addition to other comedians 

Shows: 12:30. 3:15. 5:15 


Every night *t arts 

I Fl6H10L10Arabtc Play “Hi America*’ ai 8:30 


Ticket* are »ofd all day 


Nabil & Hisfiarffs Teh: 625155 ? 

AHLAN THEATRE 


Nabil and Hisham Theatre 
presents 

Ahlan Arab Summit Confer- 
(play) 


daily al 8:30 p.m. 

Theatre is closed Mondays and Tuesdays 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


‘jCuwait reopens air base destroyed in war 


KUWAIT (AP) — Kuwait on Monday reopened the second of 
jts two air after repairing extensive damages inflicted on 
it by Iraqi w&piers more than three years ago. Brigadier 
'■General Sj&«f*^wddan, commander of the air force, (old the 
Associated Pew the first phase of repairs on Ahmad A1 Jaber 
-jbase has cost if« government $100 million. He would not say 
^how much more* £as needed to complete the job. The base. 73 
'■kilometres wtf*t of Kuwait City, was 95 per cent destroyed 
-during (be Gw/ 'Nr. The emirate reopened its only other base, 
•Ali Al Salem.; Jan. 17 to marie the third anniversary of the 
•U.S.-led coahfotaPs air campaign to free Kuwait from Iraqi 
.-troops. Gen. Swctdan said the air force also will keep a base n 
has been using at the international airport since liberation. 
^Kuwait has earmarked S12 billion to spend in the next decade 
-pn rebuilding and strengthening its small mi litary- which was 
.devastated by the occupation and the Gulf war. But the plan 
.has yet to be sanctioned by parliament. 


Israeli archaeologists find sunken treasure 


TEL AVTV (R) — Israeli archaeologists have found a sunken 
treasure of 2,000-year-old Greek coins off the coast of 
northern Israel, the antiquities authority said on Monday. 
More than 4.000 stiver coins bearing the likeness of the'Greek 
Emperor Ptolemy VI were found. The authority said the 
coins, weighing a total of more than 40 kilogrammes, wen* 
down with one of the merchant ships that sailed the Eastern 
Mediterranean in the first and second centuries BC. The coins 
were minted around the year 145 BC. Yaacov Sharvit, who led 
the underwater archaeological team, said he believes the coins 
were being transported from Egypt northwards, either to buy 
slaves or to pay soldiers' wages. 


Another $35m for Jewish settlers 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — The Israeli government has decided to 
pour another S35 million into Jewish settlements on occupied 
territory to improve security, settlers' leaders announced 
Monday. Reserve army Genoa! Yossef Kdller, security chief 
for the West Bank and Gaza Strip settlements where some 
.120,000 Israelis live, said the decision was taken because the 
communities were now M on the frontline." Among the 
i improvements would be the setting up of “distress centres" to 
t which all settler cars would be linked by a red alert button in 
event of attack. 


Iraqi train hits bus; 27 die, driver survives 


BAGHDAD (AFP) — A train slammed into a packed bus on 
a level crossing just south of here at the weekend, killing 27 
passengers and injuring 10 others, the Defence Ministry daily 
: reported Monday. The bus driver miraculously survived as his 
verhide was sliced in two by the train which- was heading for 
Baghdad from the southern city of Basra on Saturday ni ght. 
The line between Basra and Baghdad was dosed Sunday 
because of the accident, which happened 35 kilometres south 
of here, said the newspaper. Al Qaddisiyah. Several of the 
injured were in serious condition. 


Rafsanjani opens artillery factory 


TEHRAN (AFP) — President Ali Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani 
opened an artillery factory in the Iranian capital on Monday, 
(he official news agency IRNA reported, lire factory builds 
122-millimetre artillery guns, which have a range of 22 
kilometres and can fire six or seven shells per minute, it said. 


Defence MintstcrMohammacT ^q^mJdi.aod.odicr. military 
officials 'accowij*B'Mr. Rafsanjani during his visit. 


Tunisian i^9raup l ^N(im leaders 


TUNIS (R) — A congress of Tunisia's Human Rights League 
(LTDH), one of the most active human rights groups in North 
Africa, chose a move moderate, govenunent-backcd lead- 
ership Monday. The congress decided with a narrow majority 
to abide by a 1992 law requiring it to open its membership to 
anyone who would like to join, though continue contesting it. 
The league's public campaign against human rights abuses in 
Tunisia in recent years brought it into conflict with the 
•government which accused some of its leaders of using it for 
potitkal goals. The new 25-member leadership includes 12 
Diidepeiidents, a few representatives from the ruling and legal 
opposition parties and also two “progressive Islamists." The. 
government is widely seen as having backed the winning Ust f 
against the previous leadership which was dominated by 
independent, liberal and leftist figures ard some prominent 


members of opposition parties. 


Israel to show new missile In Singapore 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Israel will present a new version of the 
Popeye air-to-surface missile at the Asian Aerospace Exhibi- 
tion in Singapore thb month, officials at the state-run Israeli 
Aircraft Industries said Monday. The Popeye II is a tighter, 
cheaper and smaller missile than the first model, which went 
» Into service with the Israeli and U.S. air forces nine years ago. 
’ The new weapon was successfully test fired from an F-16C 
t fighter in December, the officials said. It costs $300,000 — 
’ $150,000 less than the (rid Popeye, for which total sales 
f readied $200 milUon. Israel Aircraft Industries and the U.S. 
* firm Martin Marietta manufacture the Popey jointly. 


I Child killed in landmine blast In Lebanon 


£ TYRE, Lebanon (AFP) — A 10-year-old girl was killed and 
£ three other children wounded in a landmine explosion in 
£ South Lebanon on Monday, a spokesman for U.N. 
F .peacek e epers here said, bays Sultan was playing with her 
X brothers and asters at the time, in a field near her home in 
£ Sawwane, a village bordering on Israel's self-dedared “secur- 
f tty zone," east of the port of Tyre. One of her brothers, 
£ th ree -year-old Khalil, was seriously wounded. It was no* 
v immediately dear whether the landmine bad been left behind 
£ after Israel's 1982 invasion of Lebanon or placed there 
£ recently. Soldiers serving with the U.N. Interim Force In 
r Lebanon (UNIFIL) are deployed in Sawwane. 


| Paraglider remanded for a weak 


LONDON (R) — An American who paraglided onto the roof 
of Queen Elizabeth's Buckingham Palace in a bizarre stunt - 
which raised fresh concerns about royal security was remanded 
in custody for a week on Monday, court officials said. James 
Miller, 30, who paragtided' into the ring at a Las Vegas hotel 
Complex during a world heavyweight boxing title fight last 
November, was arrested within minutes of stripping naked on 
the palace roof in freezing leather on Saturday. Mr. Miller, 
whose middle name was given as Fanman and his address as 
Nevada, stared ahead during the three-minute hearing in 
Which he faced one public order offence and five aviation 
qffences. Eyewitnesses said that after Mr. Miller landed he 
threw oft all his clothes to reveal his naked body painted green 
below the waist, ran to the front of the palace and gave a 
clenched fist victory salute. 


:Man threatens to freeze Siberian city 


MOSCOW (AP) — A man who threatened to blow up a 
Siberian dty's heating plants and freeze its citizens was 
arrested after police (raided his extortion attempt was a bluff, 
authorities said Monday. Last Friday, the man demanded 
$500,000 in U.S. cash and 500 million rubles, worth an 
additional $320,000 at current exchange rates, to leave the city 
of Yakutsk in peace. He claimed to represent a gang called 
Vozmezdie (revenge) and said bombs had been planted at vital 
facilities across the city of 200,000 people, including its central 
(rating plants, amid sub-zero temperatures. 


Vietnam 
hands over 
12 MIA 


remains 


HANOI (AP) — Four days 
after the United States lifted a 
19-year economic embargo 
against Vietnam, Hanoi on 
Monday turned over what are 
believed to be the remains of 
12 Americans lost in the Viet- 


nam war. 

U.S officials said that the 
ceremony at Hanoi's Not Bari 
international airport bad been 
planned weeks before the lift- 
ing of the embargo and that the 
timing was a coincidence. 
There have been similar cere- 
monies about every two 
months in the past. 

Just the same, this one took 
on added significance since 
President BUI Clinton had 
made the lifting of the embar- 
go contingent on Hanoi's coop- 
eration and progress in the 
fullest possible accounting of 
Americans missing in actio* 
(MIA). 

Veteran groups and families 
of those missing in action had 
strongly opposed the end of 
tire embargo, saying the Un- 
ited States would lose its lever- 
age in forcing Vietnam to 
cooperate in accounting for 
2,238 American MIAs. 

But the United States with- 
held some carrots, tire biggest 
of which is the restoration of 
diplomatic ties, broken when 
communist North Vietnam 
took over the U.S.-backcd 
south in April 1975. 

The U.S. also did not im- 
mediately grant Hand most 
favoured nation trade status, 
which would lower tariffs on 
Vietnamese imports., 

Vietnam is now pushing for 
diplomatic recognition. Justafr 
ter President Clinton 
announced the end of the eco- 
nomic sanctums. Deputy Fore- 
ign Minster Lc Mai called a 
news conference in Hanoi and 
pledged that Vietnam would 
continue cooperating in tryiqg 
to resolve the cases of those 
Americans still unaccounted 
for. 



Planning Minister Ziyad Faria (third from right) and German 
Ambassador Heinrich Referees Monday sign agreements on 
German aid and loans to Jordan (AFP photo) 


Germany to provide 
JD 33m inloans, aid 


AMMAN (Petra) — Ger- 
many will provide Jordan 
with DM 82.6 million marks 
(JD 33 million) soft loans and 
grants to help, finance a 
number of development pro- 
jects in the Kingdom, under 
the terms of two financial 
agreements and two memor- 
anda signed by the two sides 
in Amman Monday. 

Under the first agreement, 
Germany will give Jordan 
DM 4 7639 million (JD 303 
tnillin) in soft loans to help 
finance a sewerage project in 
Irbid. The project entails 
laying sewer networks and 
installing two waste- water 
treatment plants to serve the 
southern regions of Irbid and 
IS nearby villages. 

Under the second agree- 
ment, Germans will give Jor- 
dan a DM 2 million ($JD 
800,000) to help finance a 
water project in the Amman 
region and will also provide 
consultancy services for the 
project. 


Two subsequent agree- 
ments were signed with the 
German development bank, 
which will handle the grant 
and the loan. 

The first of the two 
memoranda provides for 


Germany to grant Jordan 
DM 2.7 million (JD 1.28 mil- 
lion) in technical assistance 
which entails training of hos- 
pital cadres for two years. 

This project wili be carried 
out in cooperation with the 
Royal Medical Services and 
the German Agency for 
Technical Cooperation. 

The trainees will be 
oriented in maintaining hos- 
pital equipment which will be 
provided by Germany. 

The second memorandum 
provides for Germany to 
spend DM 1.8 million (JD 
720,000) on an extension 
programme for training per- 
sonnel in the field of renew- 
able energy which is being 
implemented by the Royal 
Scientific society (RSS) in 
cooperation with the German 
Agency for Technical Coop- 
eration. 

Under the two-year: prog- 
ramme, Germany will help 
Jordan develop the manufac- 
ture of solar beaten and will 
set up a laboratory and help 
tire RSS improve solar and 
wind energy generation. 

The agreements were 
signed by Minister of Plan- 
ning Ziyad Fariz and German 
Ambassador to Jordan Hein- 
rich Reiners. 


Sanctions work in Iraq 
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By Marhun M. Sbahla 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


BAGHDAD — Faced with 
an unprecedented devalua- 
tion of the Iraqi dinar, cou- 
pled with a growing inflation 
of even the most basic food 
items, the people of Baghdad 
have taken to the streets to' 
sell off what remains of their 
worldly goods in order to 
make ends meet. 

Washing machines, tea sets 
and even piastkware arc ped- 
dled every Friday at Bagh- 
dad's main auction house.. 


Once the site where valuable 
antiques and Persian carpets 
found their way into wealthy 
homes, tire auction house has 
become the hub for impover- 
ished men, women and chil- 
dren who come to hawk all 
but the clothes on their 
backs. 

Massive crowds come to 
buy and sell goods every Fri- 
day, auction house official 
Massoud Salccm says. “Most 
people are selling these days 
and buyers are less than be- 
fore but there is nevertheless 
a turnover." 

Carpenters, electricians 
and mechanics in-particular 
are buyers of second-hand 
machines and electronic 
equipment as well as used 
furniture to serve as a source 
of spare parts that are no 
longer available in Iraq. 

The plunge in the value of 
the Iraqi dinar, which hovers 
between 170 and 250 to the 
U.S. dollar, has soared the 
prices of foodstuffs and other 
basic life-supporting goods. 

The average government 
employee whose pte-Auaisc 
1990 earning was the equiva- 
lent of $300-5350 ($200 Iraqi 
dinars) now earns less than $5 
(or 600 Iraqi dinars). 

While some basic foodstuff 
items, including sugar, rice 
and wheat, continue to be 
partially subsidised by tbe 
government, Iraqis need to 
shop for all their fruits, veget- 
ables and meat in tire free 
market. 

A kilo of tomatoes which 
sold for 0.15 dinars before 
the war now costs IS dinars. 
The same is true for almost 
ail other produce. Milk pro- 
ducts, sweets and meat are 
hardly seen in the average 
Baghdadi home. 

"The middle class can 
hardly afford bread, rice and 
some vegetables," says tir. 


Salwa Nooreddine of the 
Saddam City general hospit- 
al. "Far too many people are- 
suffering from malnourish- 
fneot.” 

International groups and 
U.N. agencies have said that 
while there is no large-scale 
starvation in Baghdad, a 
"moderate state of malnutri- 
tion" continues to plague the 
general population. Lack of 
protein, calories as well as 
vitamin A and D deficiency 
in particular were mentioned 
by U.N. health officials. 

Public health was lira’s 
first visible victim of post-war 
poverty. Beggars arc now 
visible everywhere on the 
streets of Baghdad. Porters, 
waiters, women and children 
no longer shy away from 
asking strangers for money or 
a tip. 

Increasing impoverishment 
of much of tire population 
and tbe government's inabil- 
ity to become a total welfare 
state has thus created new 
economic developments. 

One of the most significant 
developments of the three- 
and-a-half-year-old economic 
embargo is the privatisation 
of the Iraqi economy. 

The government, which 
provided a significant support 
system in tenns of food dis- 
tribution and subsidised - 
health care is now turning to 
the private sector to take 
over much of the formerly 
centralised and public econo- 
mic sector. 

Tbe government has put 
several large public com- 
panies and industries up for 
sale. Even some medicine im- 
port is no longer controlled 
by the govern mcnL Many 
me di cures, once available for 
free, are now sold at exorbi- 
tant prices by private mer- 
chants. 

Cough syrup is sold at 75 
dinars a bottle or almost half 
the monthly earning of a 
labourer. “What the govern- 
ment provides us with we can 
give the patients for free," 
says Dr. Nooreddine, "but 
most medicines available on 
ihe open market are un- 
affordable for most people." 

The government’s foreign 
assets abroad are still frozen 
for the most part, and since 
Iraq has yet to resume its 
export of oil, foreign assets 
are extremely limited, Iraqi 
officials say. "The little hard 
currency that is available to 
tbe government is being used 


to maintain the basic infras- 
tructure such as dean water 
supply, basic foodstuff and 
other necessities for daily sur- 
vival," said one government 
bureaucrat. 

Schools and universities 
are short of basic working 
tools such as pens and paper, 
U.N. peraonnel report. Ironi- 
cally some private sector 
merchants are selling soph- 
isticated computer hardware. 

According to one store 
owner, the computer soft- 
ware is up-to-date and 
brought in from Turkey 
. through Iraqi Kurdistan. 

The owner, who preferred 
to stay anonymous, said he 
was “not sure" if the United 
Nations Sanctions Commit- 
tee would allow such imports. 
Anyway, he says, he “docs 
not care." 

While the computer mate- 
rial sells for tens of thousands 
of dinars and thus is out of 
reach for most Iraqis, the 
store owner insists that 
dients do exist. “Most clients 
are Iraqis but there are also 
some non-Iraqis who come to 
Baghdad who buy from us,” 
says the merchant. Some un- 
official trade goes on with 
Iran, Turkey and even with 
incognito traders from Saudi 
Arabia. 

The question of what is 
allowed by the U.N. Sanc- 
tions Committee is a partially 
confuting one. The relevant 
U.N. resolution clearly states 
that "food and medicine" are 
exempted from the sanctions. 
However, that is not always a 
guarantor for Iraqis wishing 
to import food or medidne. 

One example is a 1993 ex- 
change of dispatch between a 
British middleman attemp- 
ting to fadiitate the export of 
"angised tabs" — a medical 
item — to Iraq. 

“The U.K. government in- 
formed me that their rejec- 
tion of my application for an 
export licence is a U.K. gov- 
ernment decision and not a 
U.N. Sanctions Committee 
decision," read a telex sent to 
the Iraqi company for State 
Drugs by the London-based 
Wellcome Foundation Li- 
mited. 

The lack of dear political 
as well as economic policy by 
the countries still allied 
against Iraq is adding to the 
problems of Iraq, 

Dr. Nooreddine reflected: 
“The sanctions are working, 
but only on the poor." 


Juppe scheduled to 
visit Jordan Feb. 12 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — French Foreign 
Minister Alain Juppe is sche- 
duled to pay a 24-hour visit to 
Amman next week to com- 
plete discussions with Jorda- 
nian leaders on the Middle 
East peace process and bi- 
lateral relations, diplomatic 
sources said Monday. 

It will be the second visit of 
Mr. Juppe since November, 
tire sources noted. During 
that visit, Mr. Juppe spent 
only a few hours in Amman 
and did not have enough time 
for a detailed exchange of 
views with Jordanian leaden 
and hence the return visit, 
the sources added. 

“Mr. Juppe is anxious to 
have more detailed discus- 
sions with the Jordanian lead- 
ership on tbe regional peace 
negotiations as well as Jorda- 
nian-French relations,” said 
one of the sources. 

Mr. Juppe is scheduled to 
arrive on Feb. 12 afternoon 
and leave the following day’s 
evening, the source said.-- 

The French minister hopes 
to be received by His Majesty 
King Hussein in addition to 
his scheduled meetings with 
Prime Minister Abdul Sal am 
Majali and other officials, the 
source said. 

On the table for discus- 
sions will be “economic and 
technical cooperation" be- 
tween Jordan and France as 
well as the Kingdom's esti- 
mated $900 million debt to 
France, the source said. 

"Preparations for a meet- 
ing of the Paris Gub (of 
creditor governments) will 
also be discussed,” said the 
source, referring to the next 
round of Jordan's talks with 
tbe group on rescheduling 
part of the Kingdom’s $6.8 
billion foreign debt. 

France has been supportive 


of Amman’s endeavours to 
reschedule its debts and has 
backed the Kingdom at va- 
rious international forums. 

Following his Nov. 17 talks 
with King Hussein and His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan in Amman. 
Mr. Juppe said he found Jor- 
dan ready and willing to 
launch regional economic 
cooperation as part of the 
peace process. 

He said he appreciated the 
Jordanian approach and 
pledged that his country 
would continue its contribu- 
tion to the workings of the 
multilateral phase of the 
peace process. 

France-Jordanian coopera- 
tion in- the international scene 
will also be discussed during 
Mr. Juppe’s forthcoming 
visit, the diplomatic source 
said. 

"Various international 
issues, particularly the con- 
flict in Bosnia, will also be 
discussed in detail,” said the 
source, noting that the recent 
escalation of violence in for- 
mer Yugoslavia needed a 
concerted approach. 

France has been calling for 
expanding the mandate of the 
U.N. forces in former Yugos- 
lavia to include the use of 
force to stop the fighting 
there. 

Mr. Juppe will head for 
Israel from Jordan for talks 
with Israeli Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin and other 
Israeli leaders for discussions 
on the. 28-month-old Middle 
East peace negotiations. 

He will also meet with 
Palestinian leaders from the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip 
for discussions that would in- 
dude French help to support 
the implementation of the 
Sept. 13 autonomy agree- 
ment signed between Israel 
and the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation. 


Ekeus: Two more months 
to destroy Iraq chemicals 


KUWAIT (AP) — The leader 

Iraq s mmxry, capabilities said 
Monday Bb Wits satisfied with 
tbe progress made towards eli- 
minating most of Baghdad’s 
weapons of mass destruction. 

Bui the U.N. special com- 
mission’s chief, Rolf Ekeus, 
said the inspectors needed at 
least two more months to total- 
ly eliminate Iraq's stock of 
chemical weapons and the 
capability to produce them. 

Mr. Ekeus spoke to repor- 
ters at the end of a two-day 
visit to Kuwait He came here 
after a trip to Iraq to install a 
long-term monitoring system 
of Iraqi weapons production 
sites. 

“We have a satisfactory feel- 
ing that most of Iraq's capabili- 
ties have now been identified 
and eliminated,” said Mr. 
Ekeus, a Swedish diplomat. 


He said his commission was 
"confident that all the long- 
range missiles which remained 
after the Gulf war have been 
accounted for and destroyed." 

The U.N. Special commis- 
sion has been supervising the 
destruction of Iraqi stores of 
nuclear, chemical and biologic- 
al weapons as well as ballistic 
missiles under the terms of tbe 
1991 Gulf war ceasefire. 


A stifling trade embargo im- 
posed against Iraq after its 
1990 invasion of Kuwait cannot 
be lifted until Mr. Ekeus certi- 
fies to the U.N. Security Coun- 
cil that Iraq has fulfilled its 


ceasefire obligations. 

After resisting for two years, 
Iraq only in November 
accepted U.N. Resolution 715. 
which commits it to the long- 
term weapons monitoring 
plan. 


Suspects reenact bungled 
attempt to murder Sedki 


CAIRO (AP) — Radicals 
managed to set off a car bomb 
near Prime Minister Atef Sed- 
ki only after a series of bungles 
and small bribes to a corrupt 
policeman, prosecution evi- 
dence showed Monday. 

Prosecutors showed a 
videotaped reenactment of the 
crime at the military court trial 
of 15 suspected extremists 
charged with trying to U»1 Dr. 
Sedki last November. 


Two defendants, Sayed 
Suleiman and Essam Moham- 
mad Touni, were shown as 
they traced their misadven- 
tures with a rattletrap car and 
traffic police before the bomb 
was detonated, Mr. Sedki 
escaped injury in the blast, but 
an 11-year-old girl was lulled. 

The defendants, six of whom 
are at large and being tried in 
absentia, face death penalties. 
Security authorities have bar- 
red foreign reporters from 
covering the trial but allowed 
Egyptian journalists to supply 
reports. 

According to the tape, a 
traffic policeman stopped the 
men as they drove into Cairo 
because their car was old and 
battered. When he asked for 
car papers, they offered a 100 - 
Egypcian pound ($30) bribc.^ 
He accepted but still deman- 
ded proof of ownership. 

They agreed to find tbe pre- 
vious owner, but by the time 
they returned the policeman 
had taken the car for a joy 
ride. He came back four hours 
later, accepted another 30 


pounds ($8) and let them go. 

There was no mention in the 
video of Sayed Ahmad Yehia, 
the auto broker who sold the 
car to Mr. Suleiman. He was to 
have been a witness at the trial 
but was killed by suspected 
militants Friday (see page 2). 

In the reenactment, Mr. 
Suleiman and Mr. Touni ex- 
plained how they met with 
colleague Ahmad Ismail Oth- 
man the morning after they 
finally made it into Cairo. 


After making sure the car 
explosive was rigged, the men 
took up positions along Mr. 
Sedld’s usual route from his 
house, aiming to trigger the 
bomb as his convoy passed. 

Mr. Othman, who is at 
large, was to be the lookout 
man and signal Mr. Suleiman 
to push the button. But he was 
chased away by a policeman 
suspicious at his lurking in the 
area. 


When Mr. Touni arrived as 
the second lookout, Dr. Sed- 
ki’s convoy was already under- 
lay- He gave the signal too 
late, and the bomb missed its 
forget. But the blast outside a 
*chooI killed the 11-ycar-old 
student. 


The tape also showed Mr. 
Suleiman and Mr. Touni ex- 
pfemmg how they got instruc- 
tions from a man identified 

only a, Ahmad in a telephone 

«ll from Yemen. Egypt has 
recently coordinated efforts 

WU Li Y c mcn to detain sus- 
pected Egyptian militants hid- 
ing there. 
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Pssst, EU wants 
employees to keep 
more secrets 


y 




BRUSSELS (AP) — Pssa 
want to know a secret? Tbe 
European Union (EU) is 
trying to keep more of them, 
and some Eurocrats aren’t too 
happy about it. The Union — . 
the European Community's 
new name — is taking its first, 
tentative steps toward creating 
a common foreign and security, 
policy among its dozen mem- 
bers. And it has derided that 
just like any government. H 
doesn't want employees blab- 
bing sensitive information. So. 
officials have come up with a 
plan to stamp classified docu- 
ments: “Top secret,” “secret,” 
“confidential” or “ restricted. " 
They are also demanding 
security clearanced for about 
370 of the 2.200 bureaucrats 
who work for the Council of 
Ministers, the most influential 
of the many EU institutions. 
The secrecy proposal was pre- 
pared after the group’s new 
treaty on European Union 
went into effect last Novem- 
ber. Under the treaty, the na- 
tions will forge common fore- 
ign, security and, eventually, 
defence policies. They also 
promised better coordination 
in fighting terrorism and illegal 
drug trafficking. Under current 
rules, the distribution of docu- 
ments can be limited, although 
the tendency in recent years 
has been to get away from, 
restrictions. Officials argue 
that secrecy is needed to pro- 
tect sensitive information now 
that the union is tackling more 
foreign and security issues. But 
council employees fear this 
may arbitrarily and unneces- 
sarily restrict information. De- 
finitions for classifying docu- 
ments were so vague they 
would “open the door to all 
kinds of dangerous manipula- 
tions," of information, said 
Gunther Lorenz, vice presi- 
dent of an EU employees' 
committee. He told a recent 
news conference that politi- 
cians could be protected from 
public criticism under the 
proposed rules. 

Senator goes on 
trial for official 
misconduct 


FORT WORTH, Texas (AP) 
— Just months after a landslide 
victory. U.S. Sen. Kay Bailey 
Hutchison will stand trial on 
criminal charges of misusing 
her former office of stale 
treasurer and then trying to 
rover it up. Faring the possibil- 
ity of conviction and imprison- 
ment. Mrs. Hutchison, a rising 
Republican star, has denied 
doing anything wrong “legally, 
morally, or ethically.” She says 
she is a victim of Democrats 
who fear and resent her suc- 
cess. In four indictments, pro- 
secutors from the Travis Coun- 
ty district attorney’s office say 
the real victims are state tax- 
payers cheated by Mrs. Hutch- 
ison. Mrs. Hutchison has been 
charged with using tax dollars 
■ for her personal and political' 
gain when she was treasurer, a 
position she held from January 
1991 to June 1993. Prosecutois 
say she ran political operations 
our of the treasury, using state 
employees and state computers 
on state time. When investiga- 
tors learned of it. they say, she 
started changing permanent 
computer records to hide evi- 
dence. The indictments charge 
her with two felony counts and 
one misdemandour count of 
official misconduct, and felony 
counts of tampering with a 
government record and 
tampering with physical evi- 
dence. Since the alleged 
offenses are being tried 
together, prosecutors say Mrs. 
Hutchison, if convicted on aH 
counts, could face up to 20 
years in prison. “This case is 
not about politics,” said First 
Assistant District Attorney 
Steve McGeery. “This case is 
about ethics and honesty in 
government. It is not a politi- 
cally motivated case. As. the 
evidence comes out in trial, 
that will be apparent.” 


Vienna blackmailer 
threatens to 
poison sweets 

VIENNA (AFP) — An Au- 
strian blackmailer has 
threatened to leave poisoned 
sweets in play areas of tbe 
capital. Vienna, if he does not 
receive a huge ransom, offi- 
cials said Sunday. The black- 
mailer . who made his threat 
via the mass-circulation news-' 
paper Kronenzeitung. was re- 
portedly targeting a specific 
supermarket group. Viennese 
authorities announced they 
would be carefully monitoring 
the city’s parks and had' 
already warned people not to 
eat any sweets found there. 
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